
Key to everything is the sense of our being sent in to our respective contexts as a worldwide, 
interdependent church.  As Jesus predicted in Acts 1:8, across generations he has sent us, 
his people, throughout the world as his witnesses.

J. Nelson Jennings
God: The Real Superpower 

The Church is the pilgrim people of God.  It is on the move – hastening to the ends of the 
earth to beseech all men to be reconciled to God, and hastening to the end of time to meet 
its Lord who will gather all into one... it cannot be understood rightly except in a 
perspective which is at once missionary and eschatological.

Lesslie Newbegin
The Household of God

Among the most vital means of grace are other Christians. 
     Richard Lovelace

It is easily forgotten that the fellowship of Christian brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the 
Kingdom of God…. Therefore, let him who until now has had the privilege of living a 
common Christian life with other Christians praise God's grace from the bottom of his 
heart. Let him thank God on his knees and declare: It is grace, nothing but grace, that we 
are allowed to live in community with Christian brethren.
     Dietrich Bonhoeffer

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Bob Thornton

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE          As the Deer/Fairest Lord Jesus        Martin Nystrom, arr. Mark Hayes
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 111
Pastor:   Praise the Lord!
All:  I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
  in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
Pastor:  Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them. Full of   
  splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.
All:  He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 
  the Lord is gracious and merciful.
Pastor:  He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant      
  forever. Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     110     “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 1:11-17
11
“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt 

offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of 
12lambs, or of goats. When you come to appear before me, who has required of you this 

13
trampling of my courts? Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to me. 
New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—I cannot endure iniquity and 

14
solemn assembly. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they have 

15become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. When you spread out your hands, I 
will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your 

16
hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your 

17
deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Almighty God, we have gathered together to worship you today. As we do, we confess 
that our hearts are often divided in devotion, our minds consumed with worldly 
concerns, our affections bent toward personal glory and our time spent in selfish 
pursuits. If left in our sinfulness, we would trample your courts bringing vain offerings 
and practicing worthless religion. Wash us. Cleanse us with the atoning blood of Jesus 
Christ. Change us. Holy Spirit, make us like our Savior who is obedient, just, merciful, 
and compassionate. In his name we pray, amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: Isaiah 1:18; 1 Corinthians 6:11
Pastor:   Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: 
    though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
All:  though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.
Pastor:   Through faith in God's Son, you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
  justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
  May the peace of God be with you all.
All:   And also with you.

HYMN:     253     “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY       
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Heidelberg Catechism, Question and Answer #1

Leader:  What is your only comfort in life and death?
People:  That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in 
  death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins 
  with His precious blood, and has set me free from all the power of  the 
  devil. He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of my 
  heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all things must 
  work together for my salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also 
  assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and ready from 
  now on to live for Him.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     339     “For Your Gift of God the Spirit” st. 1-3 
        (lyrics on page 6, sung to the tune of “All the Way My Savior Leads Me”)

C O M M I T M E N T



HYMN:     339     “For Your Gift of God the Spirit” st. 4-5 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  As the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread 
  and offered thanksgiving to God, so too we now offer to God our thanks 
  and praise. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     355     “We Are God’s People”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 4:7-16
7 8But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it says, 

9“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” (In saying, “He 
ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all 

11 12things.) And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to 
13equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to 

the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
14measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to 

and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness 
15in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 

16who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love.

SERMON:               “Christ’s Gifts for His Church”                      Rev. Jeff Pate

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

C O M M U N I O N
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F O R  Y O U R  G I F T  O F  G O D  T H E  S P I R I T

Covenant Kids Club and Youth Group meet tonight from 5:30-7:00pm. 
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 January 27   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
 February 3   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
 February 10  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

PIER GROUPS

Pier Groups will begin tonight. These groups are a way for you to get plugged into a small 
group of believers who will spend time each week in fellowship, study of God’s Word, 
prayer, and Christian care for one another. Each group will meet twelve times this semester 
with a focus on the person of Jesus Christ as depicted in the gospel of John. To sign up for 
a group, go to our website at www.riverwoodchurch.org and look for the “Pier Group Sign-
Up” tab.

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

1. For your gift of God the Spirit, pow’r to make our lives anew,
pledge of life and hope of glory, Savior, we would worship you.
Crowning gift of resurrection sent from your ascended throne,
fullness of the very Godhead, come to make your life our own.

2. He who in creation’s dawning brooded on the lifeless deep,
still across our nature’s darkness moves to wake our souls from sleep,

moves to stir, to draw, to quicken, thrusts us through with sense of sin;
brings to birth and seals and fills us – saving Advocate within.

3. He, himself the living Author, wakes to life the sacred Word,
reads with us its holy pages and reveals our risen Lord.

He it is who works within us, teaching rebel hearts to pray,
he whose holy intercessions rise for us both night and day.

4. He, the mighty God, indwells us; his to strengthen, help, empow’r;
his to overcome the tempter, ours to call in danger’s hour.
In his strength we dare to battle all the raging hosts of sin,

and by him alone we conquer foes without and foes within.

5. Father, grant your Holy Spirit in our hearts may rule today,
grieved not, quenched not, but unhindered, work in us his sovereign way.

Fill us with your holy fullness, God the Father, Spirit, Son;
in us, through us, then, forever, shall your perfect will be done.



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21

2018 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

Your detailed 2018 contribution statements are located in the foyer. Please pick up your 
envelope today. After today, all remaining statements will be placed in the mail.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT

This Friday, February 1 at 6:30pm, we are once again turning the Fellowship Hall into a 
living room for the screening of the original Mary Poppins. Popcorn and lemonade will be 
provided. Please bring your favorite movie snack to share. Also bring pillows and blankets 
for the floor. Hope to see you there. 

OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK

 Wednesday, January 30, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study (Administration Building)
 Wednesday, January 30, 3:30pm: Children’s Catechism Classes
 Wednesday, January 30, 6:00pm: Women’s Bible Study (Lori Turner’s home)

NEW MEMBER’S CLASS

If you are interested in becoming a member or simply finding out more about the core 
beliefs and life of RPC, there will be a new member’s Sunday School class beginning 
February 11. This class is open to anyone and will last approximately 8 weeks. Please sign up 
in the foyer if you plan on attending.

YOUTH GROUP: SUPER BOWL BASH

Youth Group will be back in full swing tonight at 5:30pm. Next Sunday, February 3, we will 
have a Super Bowl Bash at the Barn to include time in the Word and worship during 
halftime.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  Saturday, February 9, 2:00pm: Women’s Valentine Cupcake Bake-Off
  Wednesday, February 13, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

January 27   David Jackson
January 29   Stephen Locklear
January 30   Jeremy Jones
January 31   Caleigh Henson



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
January 27: Kristina Patridge / Heather Henson / Meg Sigmon & Caleigh Henson / Parker Pate

February 3: Sarah Vander Wal / Ginny Nippert / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Aaron Powers

JANUARY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge

Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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January - December 2018:
Operating Income:                 $423,396.56
Operating Expense*: $428,458.08
Net Income:                         ($5,061.52)
Designated gifts:                  $89,429.12
Building loan balance:         $873,655.62

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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