
To be a Christian means to have Christ possess you. We usually think of possession as a 
negative word. That's because if anything else possesses you, it'll drive you crazy. But if 
Christ possesses you, he'll drive you absolutely sane.

Timothy J. Keller

If [Jesus] were not truly God, of the very being of the Father, he could not truly reveal God 
and we would be left wondering if the God he represented is really as good as he. But given 
who he is we may confidently and deliberately say that in Jesus we know God. For he is 
God himself, and he comes, not only to share the love of the Father with us, but also to 
share his knowledge of the Father with us. He comes that we might grow to know the 
Father as he knows the Father. 
            Michael Reeve

All this is focused in Jesus. Through him is to be done God's saving work, for to him is 
given God's authority, and he is himself God come in the flesh: Jesus, the Christ, the Lord. 
In him, and nowhere else, is salvation to be found. Can we have enough of him, or say 
enough of him?
      John Stott

And, whatever weakness and imperfection there may have been about him (Thomas), the 
Lord of Glory descried underneath it all an eagerness of spiritual desire. Such souls as these 
the Savior always treats with peculiar tenderness. He esteems the dull disciple worthy of 
those sweet words, which have ever since blossomed in the hearts of all true Christians, as 
an unfading flower of the paradise of God. "I am the way, the truth, and the life."
            Charles Ross
     The Inner Sanctuary
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Third Sunday after the Epiphany
8:30am

Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Robert Thornton
Lorrie Pate, piano

10:30am
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Allen Powers

Ginny Coleman, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE  
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 20
Pastor:  May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble! 
  May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! 
  May he send you help from his sanctuary and give you support from Zion!
All:  May we shout for joy over our salvation, 
  and in the name of our God set up our banners!
Pastor:  May the Lord fulfill all your petitions!
All:  Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 
  but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.
Pastor:  Trusting in the name of the Lord our God, come, let us worship.
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P R A I S E

3

HYMN:     165     “Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim”

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad his wonderful name;
the name, all victorious, of Jesus extol;

his kingdom is glorious and rules over all.

God ruleth on high, almighty to save;
and still he is nigh – his presence we have.

The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King.

Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud and honor the Son.

The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.

Then let us adore, and give him his right,
all glory and pow’r, and wisdom and might,
all honor and blessing, with angels above,
and thanks never ceasing for infinite love.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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C O N F E S S I O N

SCRIPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 12:1-7
1“These are the statutes and rules that you shall be careful to do in the land that the Lord, 
the God of your fathers, has given you to possess, all the days that you live on the earth. 
2
You shall surely destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess served 

3
their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. You shall 
tear down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and burn their Asherim with fire. You 
shall chop down the carved images of their gods and destroy their name out of that place. 
4 5You shall not worship the Lord your God in that way. But you shall seek the place that the 
Lord your God will choose out of all your tribes to put his name and make his habitation 

6
there. There you shall go, and there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your 
sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution that you present, your vow offerings, your 

7freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock. And there you shall eat 
before the Lord your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your households, in all that you 
undertake, in which the Lord your God has blessed you.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, we come before you in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You have 
created us to be worshippers and require us to worship you alone. We confess that we 
have sinned against you. Instead of worshiping you alone we have bowed to the demands 
of our sinful desires, served the fears of our fallen minds, boasted in the works of our 
hands, and have sacrificed the truth in hopes of appeasing our own guilty conscience. 
Please forgive us. Help us to repent and worship you alone. Only you can forgive and 
cleanse. You alone are worthy of our worship and so worshiping you alone can satisfy the 
longing in our souls. Feed us with your Word and fill our mouths with rejoicing. We ask 
this in the name that is our shield and our salvation, Jesus Christ. Amen.    

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION



C O N F E S S I O N

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Philippians 2
Pastor:    Lift you heads and hear the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ, who, 
    though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
    to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant being 
    born in the likeness of men. 
All:  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
  obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Pastor:  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
  is above every name, 
All:  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
  earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
  Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Pastor:  Jesus Christ died for the forgiveness of your sins and has been exalted to the 
  Father's right hand. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     178     “There Is No Name So Sweet on Earth”

There is no name so sweet on earth, no name so sweet in heaven,
the name before his wondrous birth to Christ the Savior given.

Chorus:
We love to sing around our King, and hail him blessed Jesus;
for there’s no word ear ever heard so dear, so sweet as “Jesus.”

And when he hung upon the tree, they wrote this name above him;
that all might see the reason we forevermore must love him.

So now, upon his Father’s throne, almighty to release us
from sin and pains, he gladly reigns, the Prince and Savior Jesus.

To Jesus ev’ry knee shall bow, and ev’ry tongue confess him,
and we unite with saints in light, our only Lord to bless him.

O Jesus, by that matchless name, your grace shall fail us never;
today as yesterday the same, you are the same forever.
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERING
*Tithes and offerings will be collected by deacons following the morning service as congregants leave the sanctuary.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:   Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
   and of all things visible and invisible.

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
   of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
   very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
   by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
   down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
   Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
   Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
   according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
   right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
   the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

   And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
   proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
   Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

   And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
   one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
   the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
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HYMN:       “Speak, O Lord”

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You to receive the food of Your Holy Word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; shape and fashion us in Your likeness,

That the light of Christ might be seen today in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us all Your purposes for Your glory.

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, holy reverence, true humility;
Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of Your purity.

Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see your majestic love and authority.
Words of pow’r that can never fail—let their truth prevail over unbelief.

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time that will echo down through eternity.

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises, and by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built and the earth is filled with Your glory.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

SCRIPTURE: John 14:1-7
1 2“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house 
are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 

3
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 

4 5
that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

7
except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                 “One Way, One Truth, One Life”       Rev. Jeff Pate
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D



I.  Jesus comforts his troubled disciples.

II.  The core issue is always belief.

III.  Jesus is preparing a place that's permanent.

IV.  Jesus didn't just provide a way, share some truth, and live a good life. 
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     296     “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” st. 1-3

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all;
bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all.

Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, who from his altar call;
extol the Stem of Jesse’s rod, and crown him Lord of all;
extol the Stem of Jesse’s rod, and crown him Lord of all.

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, ye ransomed of the fall,
hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all;
hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103:1-5; Revelation 5:12
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, 
  bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  …who forgives all your iniquity, 
  who heals all your diseases, 
  who redeems your life from the pit, 
  who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
  who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
  and honor and glory and blessing!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.
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HYMN:     296     “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” st. 4-6

Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget the wormwood and the gall,
go, spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all;
go, spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all.

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, on this terrestrial ball,
to him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all;
to him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all.

O that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall;
we’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all;
we’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

B E N E D I C T I O N
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HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20

COVENANT KIDS CLUB & YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kid's Club and Youth Group meet tonight from 5:30-7:00pm.

2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

Your detailed 2020 contribution statements are located in the foyer. Pick up your
envelope this morning! After today, all remaining statements will be placed in the mail. 
Please remember that any online contributions will not be recorded on this statement. If 
you contributed to Riverwood online during 2020, you will receive a separate statement 
directly from the PCA Foundation.

CATECHISM RESUMES

Children’s catechism classes resume this Wednesday, January 27, from 3:30-4:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in 
an account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate 
to extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. Next Sunday, January 31, 
all cash and designated gifts will be used for this purpose.

January 25   Eli Moss
January 27   David Jackson
January 27   Shannon Skelton
January 30   Jeremy Jones

A N N O U N C E M E N T S



PIER GROUPS

Pier Groups are starting back up today, and we hope everyone will find a place to get 
plugged in. There are currently five groups you can sign up for. The leaders and details for 
those groups are as follows:
 -Robert Thornton/Jimmy Hopper: Sundays on Zoom at 4:30pm. Sermon follow-up.
 -Gene Martin: Sundays at 5:30 pm on Zoom. "Chosen by God" by R.C. Sproul
 -John Kim: Sundays at 5:30 pm in RPC educational building. Topic TBD.
 -Jeff Pate: Tuesdays at 6 pm at the Pates' house. Topic TBD.
 -Allen Powers: Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Staggs' house. "Consequence of Ideas" 
  by R.C. Sproul
You can find the sign up for Pier Groups on the church's website under the “forms and sign 
ups” tab. The leaders will then pass along any further information you may need.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The ladies of the church are invited to participate in a Zoom study of the new book, Aging 
with Grace, by Sharon Betters and Susan Hunt. The book is available on Amazon. The 
study will take place on Wednesday mornings at 10am, beginning January 27. If you are 
interested, please send your name and email address to Bonnie Martin 
(bonniegene@bellsouth.net). You will be added to the email which will be sent out week by 
week with a link enabling you to join. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be an congregational meeting following both morning services on January 31 for 
the purpose of sharing the 2021 church budget. The meeting will not be included in the 
livestream. If you will not be able to attend in person but would like to receive a copy of the 
coming year's budget, please contact Sarah (secretary@riverwoodchurch.org) and she can 
send you a copy.

2020 FINANCIAL REPORT

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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Operating Income:               $408,719.97
Operating Expense*:     $413,860.60
Net Income:                       ($5,140.63)
Designated gifts:     $104,899.43
Building loan balance:      $718,864.08

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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