
If heaven were by merit, it would never be heaven to me, for if I were in it I should say, “I 
am sure I am here by mistake; I am sure this is not my place; I have no claim to it.” But if it 
be of grace and not of works, then we may walk into heaven with boldness. 
     Charles Spurgeon

Reform is no answer for a culture like ours. Redemption is what is needed, and that occurs 
at the individual, not societal level. The church needs to get back to the real task to which 
we are called: evangelizing the lost. Only when multitudes of individuals in our society turn 
to Christ will society itself experience any significant transformation.
     John MacArthur

Fear is selfish because it is about protecting myself, my feelings, my stuff, rather than asking 
how I could heartily show love to God and others. Love reaches out to give and to meet the 
needs of another, but fear focuses on what I might lose, making me move away from the 
problem. Love causes me to work toward solutions even when I don't really feel like doing 
that. Fear makes my world grow smaller and smaller as I seclude, hesitate, and self-protect. 
Love is so powerful it can cast out my fear when I allow God's love to flow in me and 
through me!
     Sherry Allchin

We should remember that it is through Christ's death that we are reconciled to God and 
each other. He has made us one, and we set our hearts on pursuing unity in love. The 
Lord's Supper is a great time to pray and plan for oneness with our brothers and sisters.  It 
is a time to explore new ways to be kind, compassionate, and forgiving.
     Edward Welch

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Second Sunday after the Epiphany
8:30am

Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Robert Thornton
Joann Williams, piano

10:30am
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Allen Powers

Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE  
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 28
Pastor:  The Lord is my strength and my shield;
All:  in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 
  my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.
Pastor:  The Lord is the strength of his people; 
  he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
All:  Oh, save your people and bless your heritage! 
  Be their shepherd and carry them forever.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.
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P R A I S E
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HYMN:     53     “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near,
join me in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;

ponder anew what the Almighty will do,
if with his love he befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, who with marvelous wisdom hath made thee,
decked thee with health, and with loving hand guided and stayed thee.

How oft in grief hath not he brought thee relief,
spreading his wings to o’ershade thee!

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!

Let the amen sound from his people again;
gladly fore’er we adore him.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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C O N F E S S I O N

SCRIPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 22:1-4
1“You shall not see your brother's ox or his sheep going astray and ignore them. You shall 

2take them back to your brother. And if he does not live near you and you do not know 
who he is, you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay with you until your 

3
brother seeks it. Then you shall restore it to him. And you shall do the same with his 
donkey or with his garment, or with any lost thing of your brother's, which he loses and you 

4find; you may not ignore it. You shall not see your brother's donkey or his ox fallen down 
by the way and ignore them. You shall help him to lift them up again.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, in your Word you tell us to love our neighbors and you have given us 
guidance to teach us what love for our neighbors looks like. Please forgive us for putting 
our own desires and comfort ahead of the needs of those around us. Please forgive us for 
keeping what isn't ours and being stingy with what is. You have given us so much and we 
share so little. Have mercy on us. Holy Spirit, help us to be like our Savior who loved us 
when we were still his enemies and gave himself for our good. Teach us to love one 
another. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: 
from Galatians 2 & The Westminster Shorter Catechism #33

Pastor:    Hear the good news God has revealed to us in his Word. We know that a 
    person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, 
All:  so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 
  Christ and not by works of the law.
Pastor:  Through the law we died to the law, so that we might live to God.  
All:  I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
  who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
  Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

 Pastor:  By God's free grace, he pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in 
  his sight only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by 
  faith alone. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.



C O N F E S S I O N

HYMN:     230     “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor”

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 
all for love’s sake becamest poor;

thrones for a manger didst surrender, 
sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.

Thou who was rich beyond all splendor, 
all for love’s sake becamest poor.

Thou who art God beyond all praising, 
all for love’s sake becamest man:

stooping so low, but sinners raising, 
heav’nward by thine eternal plan.

Thou who art God beyond all praising, 
all for love’s sake, becamest man.

Thou who art love beyond all telling, 
Savior and King, we worship thee.

Emmanuel, within us dwelling, 
make us what thou wouldst have us be.
Thou who art love beyond all telling, 

Savior and King, we worship thee.
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERING
*Tithes and offerings will be collected by deacons following the morning service as congregants leave the sanctuary.



C O M M I T M E N T

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Westminster Confession of Faith, XI.1  “Justification”
All:  Those whom God effectually calls he also freely justifies, not by infusing 
  righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins and by accounting and 
  accepting them as righteous. It is not for anything wrought in them, or done 
  by them, but for Christ's sake alone that they are justified. It is not by 
  imputing faith itself, the act of believing, or any other act of Christian 
  obedience to them, as their righteousness, but by imputing the obedience and 
  satisfaction of Christ to them who receive and rest on him and his 
  righteousness by faith. Men do not have this faith of themselves; it is the gift 
  of God.

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:       “Holy Spirit”

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude.

Kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace; Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice,
that in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744
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SCRIPTURE: 1 Thessalonians 5:25-28
25 26 27
Brothers, pray for us. Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. I put you under oath 

28
before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                 “Creating a Christian Culture”        Rev. Jeff Pate

Writing His Word on our hearts: 1 Thessalonians 5:8-10
8

“ But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and 
9

love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but to 
10obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are 

awake or asleep we might live with him.”

A healthy Christian culture…

I. …expresses dependence on God and our need for one another.
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II. …communicates familial love and affection.

III. …broadcasts God's Word.

IV. …abides in the grace of Jesus Christ.

A. Knowing the grace of Christ

B. Showing the grace of Christ
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     “Are You Weary, Are You Languid”

Are you weary, are you languid, are you sore distress’d?
“Come to me,” says One, “and, coming, be at rest.”
Has he marks to lead me to him, if he be my Guide?

“In his feet and hands are wound-prints, and his side.”

Chorus:
Finding, foll’wing, keeping, struggling, is he sure to bless?

“Saints, apostles, prophets, martyrs answer yes!”

Is there diadem, as Monarch, that his brow adorns?
“Yes, a crown, in very surety, but of thorns.”

If I find him, if I follow, what his promise here?
“Many a sorrow, many a labor, many a tear.”

(Chorus)

If I still hold closely to him, what has he at last?
“Sorrow vanquished, labor ended, Jordan passed.”

If I ask him to receive me, will he say me nay?
“Not till earth and not till heaven pass away.”

(Chorus)

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103:1-5; Revelation 5:12
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, 
  bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  …who forgives all your iniquity, 
  who heals all your diseases, 
  who redeems your life from the pit, 
  who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
  who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
  and honor and glory and blessing!
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C O M M U N I O N

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     19     “Thee We Adore, Eternal Lord!”

Thee we adore, eternal Lord!
We praise thy name with one accord.

Thy saints, who here thy goodness see,
through all the world do worship thee,
through all the world do worship thee.

To thee aloud all angels cry,
the heav’ns and all the pow’rs on high:

thee, holy, holy, holy King,
Lord God of Hosts, they ever sing,
Lord God of Hosts, they ever sing.

Apostles join the glorious throng,
and prophets swell th’immortal song;

thy martyrs’ noble army raise
eternal anthems to thy praise,
eternal anthems to thy praise.

From day to day, O Lord, do we
exalt and highly honor thee!

Thy name we worship and adore,
world without end, forevermore,
world without end, forevermore.
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B E N E D I C T I O N

BENEDICTION

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

1 Samuel 3:1-10; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

COVENANT KIDS CLUB & YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kid's Club and Youth Group meet tonight from 5:30-7:00pm.

PIER GROUPS

Pier Groups (small group Bible studies) will be starting back up in a few weeks. Keep an eye 
out for an upcoming announcement providing the when, what, and where for each group.

January 18   Edith Gill
January 21   Addie Crawford
January 21   Gracen Miller
January 22   Sumlin Pate
January 22   Robert Thornton



2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

Your detailed 2020 contribution statements are located in the foyer. Pick up your
envelope today! After Sunday, January 24, all remaining statements will be placed in the 
mail. Please remember that any online contributions will not be recorded on this 
statement. If you contributed to Riverwood online during 2020, you will receive a separate 
statement directly from the PCA Foundation.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The ladies of the church are invited to participate in a Zoom study of the new book, Aging 
with Grace, by Sharon Betters and Susan Hunt. The book is available on Amazon. The 
study will take place on Wednesday mornings at 10am, beginning January 27. If you are 
interested, please send your name and email address to Bonnie Martin 
(bonniegene@bellsouth.net). You will be added to the email which will be sent out week by 
week with a link enabling you to join. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be an congregational meeting following both morning services on January 31 for 
the purpose of sharing the 2021 church budget. The meeting will not be included in the 
livestream. If you will not be able to attend in person but would like to receive a copy of the 
coming year's budget, please contact Sarah (secretary@riverwoodchurch.org) and she can 
send you a copy.

SNACK/DRINK DONATIONS NEEDED

Can you help with individual snacks (not nuts) and/or individual drink pouches (e.g. capri 
suns, kool-aid) for Catechism and Covenant Kid's Club? We serve approximately 40 snacks 
each week between these two programs. Donations may be dropped of on Sunday in the 
sanctuary foyer or during the week in the church office.

2020 FINANCIAL REPORT

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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Operating Income:               $408,719.97
Operating Expense*:     $413,860.60
Net Income:                       ($5,140.63)
Designated gifts:     $104,899.43
Building loan balance:      $718,864.08

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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