
Faith, if it is to be sure and steadfast, must lay hold upon nothing else but Christ alone, 
and in the conflict and terrors of conscience it has nothing else to lean on but this precious 
pearl Christ Jesus. So, he who apprehends Christ by faith, although he be terrified with the 
law and oppressed with the weight of his sins, yet he may be bold to glory that he is 
righteous. How? Even by that precious jewel Christ Jesus, whom he possesses by faith.
      Martin Luther
      from Commentary on Galatians

When we sin, our union with Christ is not in jeopardy. But our communion is. It is 
possible for believers to have more or less of God’s favor. It is possible for us to have sweet 
fellowship with God, and it’s possible to experience His frown – not a frown of judgment, 
but a “for-us” frown that should spur us on to love and good deeds (Heb. 10:24).
      Kevin DeYoung
      from The Hole in Our Holiness

The attributes of God, once so full of terror, are become [the Christian’s] shield, his 
stronghold, and his triumph; and he can think of all the glorious perfections of the 
Almighty, and then say, “I will go unto God, my exceeding joy.” His resistless power, His 
infinite wisdom, His unchanging fidelity to His word – all these are sources of triumph to 
everyone who, having believed in Christ, has become a child of God.
      John MacDuff
      from The Throne of Grace

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim

Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 57
Pastor:   My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast!

All:  I will sing and make melody!

Pastor:  Awake, my glory! Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn!

All:  I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;
      I will sing praises to you among the nations.

Pastor:  For your steadfast love is great to the heavens, 
  your faithfulness to the clouds.

All:  Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth!

Pastor:  Come, let us worship!
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HYMN:     342     “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the church in one;

holy Zion’s help forever, and her confidence alone.

All that dedicated city, dearly loved of God on high,
in exultant jubilation pours perpetual melody;

God the One in Three adoring in glad hymns eternally.

To this temple, where we call thee, come, O Lord of hosts, today;
with thy wonted loving-kindness hear thy people as they pray;

and thy fullest benediction shed within its walls alway.

Here vouchsafe to all thy servants what they ask of thee to gain,
what they gain from thee forever with the blessed to retain,

and hereafter in thy glory evermore with thee to reign.

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son,
laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One,

One in might, and One in glory, while unending ages run.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

P R A I S E
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C O N F E S S I O N

SCRIPTURE READING: Leviticus 19:1-4
1 2 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  “Speak to all the congregation of the people of 

3Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.  Every one of 
you shall revere his mother and his father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the Lord 

4
your God.  Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the 
Lord your God.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:  Almighty God, perfect and infinite in holiness, we come humbly before 

you to confess our sins. You created us in your image and have called us 
live before you and others in joyful submission to your will, glad 
obedience to your Word, and in conformity to your character. But we are 
sinful people who stumble in many ways. Please have mercy on us. We 
confess our sins of commission, when we have done those things that you 
have told us not to do. We confess our sins of omission, when we have 
failed to do those things that you have lovingly commanded us to do. 
Please forgive us. We admit that we are weak and rely on your Spirit’s 
presence and power to enable us to repent and to conform us to the image 
of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION



G O S P E L A S S U R A N C E

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: Romans 3:21-26
Pastor:   Hear these words of gospel hope and assurance from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It 
was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” By God’s grace and through faith in 
Jesus Christ, your sins have been atoned for and you are forgiven. The peace of 
Christ be with you.

All:   And also with you.

HYMN:      523     “My Hope Is in the Lord”

My hope is in the Lord who gave himself for me,
and paid the price of all my sin at Calvary.

Chorus:
For me his died, for me he lives,

and everlasting life and light he freely gives.

No merit of my own his anger to suppress,
my only hope is found in Jesus’ righteousness. 

(Chorus)

And now for me he stands before the Father’s throne.
He shows his wounded hands, and names me as his own. 

(Chorus)

His grace has planned it all, ‘tis mine but to believe,
and recognize his work of love and Christ receive. 

(Chorus)
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  The Heidelberg Catechism #88, 89, 90, 114, 115
Leader:  What is true repentance or the conversion of man?
People:  It is the dying of the old nature and the coming to life of the new.
Leader:  What is the dying of the old nature?
People:  It is to grieve with heartfelt sorrow that we have offended God by our sin, 
  and more and more to hate it and flee from it.
Leader:  What is the coming to life of the new nature?
People:  It is a heartfelt joy in God through Christ, and a love and delight to live 
  according to the will of God in all good works.
Leader:  But can those converted to God keep His commandments perfectly?
People:  No. In this life even the holiest have only a small beginning of this 
  obedience. Nevertheless, with earnest purpose they do begin to live not 
  only according to some but to all the commandments of God.
Leader:  If in this life no one can keep the ten commandments perfectly, why does 
  God have them preached so strictly?
People:  First, so that throughout our life we may more and more become aware of 
  our sinful nature, and therefore seek more eagerly the forgiveness of sins 
  and righteousness in Christ. Second, so that, while praying to God for the 
  grace of the Holy Spirit, we may never stop striving to be renewed more 
  and more after God's image, until after this life we reach the goal of 
  perfection.
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RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. 
Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     335     “Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me”

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me: I myself would gracious be;
and with words that help and heal would thy life in mine reveal;

and with actions bold and meek would for Christ my Savior speak.

Truthful Spirit, dwell with me: I myself would truthful be;
and with wisdom kind and clear let thy life in mine appear;

and with actions brotherly speak my Lord’s sincerity.

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me: I myself would mighty be;
mighty so as to prevail where unaided man must fail;
ever by a mighty hope pressing on and bearing up.

Holy Spirit, dwell with me: I myself would holy be;
separate from sin, I would choose and cherish all things good,

and whatever I can be, give to him who gave me thee!

7
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Colossians 3:1-11
1
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

2seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
3 4that are on earth.  For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When 

 5Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  Put to death 
therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

6 7
covetousness, which is idolatry.  On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  In 

8these you too once walked, when you were living in them.  But now you must put them all 
 9away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.  Do not lie to one 

10another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices  and have put on the 
11

new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.  Here there is 
not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but 
Christ is all, and in all.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:          “ ”                           Dr. Thad JamesConformity to Christ
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HYMN:      “Yet Not I, but through Christ in Me”

What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer, 
there is no more for heaven now to give.

He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom, 
my steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, 
for my life is wholly bound to his.

Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: “All is mine!” 
yet not I, but through Christ in me.

The night is dark but I am not forsaken, 
for by my side, the Savior he will stay.
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, 
for in my need his power is displayed.

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me, 
through the deepest valley he will lead.

Oh, the night has been won, and I shall overcome, 
yet not I, but through Christ in me.

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven. 
The future sure, the price it has been paid,
for Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
and he was raised to overthrow the grave.
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated. 

Jesus now and ever is my plea.
Oh, the chains are released, I can sing: “I am free!” 

yet not I, but through Christ in me.

With every breath I long to follow Jesus, 
for he has said that he will bring me home.
And day by day I know he will renew me, 
until I stand with joy before the throne.

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, 
All the glory ever more to him.

When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat: 
“Yet not I but through Christ in me!”

www.cityalightmusic.com

R E S P O N S E
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RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor:   Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pastor:   Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:   The gifts of God for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN:     642     “Be Thou My Vision”

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art – 

thou my best thought by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;

thou my great Father, I thy true son; 
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight; 
be thou my dignity, thou my delight,

thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r: 
raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always:

thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun!

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

C O M M U N I O N
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B E N E D I C T I O N

BENEDICTION

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

                                                              

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday school classes are available for all ages each Sunday morning at 9:15am. There are 
two ADULT CLASSES offered. A class considering "What Is Reformed Theology?" is 
meeting in the conference room located in the administrative building. The other class will 
meet in the fellowship hall and is learning about "The Christian's Life in Prayer."

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

Your detailed 2021 contribution statements are located in the foyer. Pick up your envelope today! 
After Sunday, January 23, all remaining statements will be placed in the mail. Please remember 
that any online contributions will not be recorded on this statement. If you contributed to 
Riverwood online during 2021, you will receive a separate statement directly from the PCA 
Foundation.

PIER GROUPS

We want to encourage all of our members to be involved in the study of God’s Word 
alongside other believers. One of the avenues for doing so here are Riverwood is in home 
Bible studies we call Pier Groups. To find out more about the current groups meeting and 
the ones that will be starting soon, ask one of elders after the service or visit the church’s 
website.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S



 
BIRTHDAYS

       January 18   Edith Gill    
       January 21   Addie Crawford
       January 21   Gracen Bell
       January 22   Robert Thornton
       January 22   Sumlin Pate

WARRIOR PRESBYTERY WOMEN'S MINISTRY ANNUAL MEETING

Riverwood will be hosting our Presbytery's Annual Women's Ministry Meeting on 
Saturday, January 29. The theme of this year's gathering is "A Believer's Delight" and is 
open to women of all ages. Registration begins at 9am and lunch will be provided. More 
information will be available in the coming weeks on how and when to RSVP so keep an 
eye out for it.

ATTN:  RIDGE HAVEN CAMPERS
The dates that Riverwood will transport campers to Ridge Haven will be May 30th - June 4th.  
Please sign up on Ridge Haven's Website (ridgehaven.org) by February 15 to receive the early bird 
discount.   There is no group code.  Please let Joann know that you are going. We will discuss 
fundraising as soon as Joann has a list of all who are participating this year.

COVENANT KIDS & YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids and Youth Group will meet at the church tonight from 5:30 - 7PM.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

12

Through December 2021
Operating Income:              $422,849.30
Operating Expense*:     $469,353.25
Net Income:                    ($46,503.45)
Designated gifts:       $91,018.15
Building loan balance:     $740,611.74

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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