
The way to know that you are communicating and living the same gospel message of Jesus 
is that “younger brothers” are more attracted to you than elder brothers. This is a very 
searching test, because almost always, our churches are not like that. The kind of people 
attracted to Jesus are not attracted to us. We only attract conservative, buttoned-down, 
moral people. The licentious, the “liberated,” the broken, the people out of the 
mainstream very much despise us. That can only mean one thing. We may think we 
understand the gospel of Jesus, but we don't. If we don't see the same effect Jesus saw, 
then we lack the same message Jesus had. If our churches aren't filled with younger 
brothers, then we must be more like the elder brother than we think.

Tim Keller

…the Father in heaven has no righteous children on earth; His grace is needed for all, 
and most of all for those who dream they have no need of it.

B. B. Warfield

People who have only a little dinky bit of sin can only visualize a little dinky cross. Those 
who are forgiven much, as the Gospel says, "love much."

Frederica Matthewes-Green

Only those who have learned well to be earnestly dissatisfied with themselves, and to be 
confounded with shame at their wretchedness truly understand the Christian gospel.

John Calvin
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Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE        The Old Rugged Cross  Nancy Hopper, violin
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 25

HYMN OF PRAISE:     75     “O Father, You Are Sovereign”

Pastor: To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
All: O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame.
Pastor: Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame.
All: Make me know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
Pastor: Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
All: He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
Pastor: All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Let us consider his wonderful ways and follow him. Come, let us worship!

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 6:4-9
4 5
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God 

6
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I 

7command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 

8
and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 

9and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: based on Psalm 25:6-7     
All:

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Romans 15:3-6; 1 Peter 2:24
Pastor:

HYMN:     512     “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”

All powerful and all holy Lord, we gather here today as weak and sinful 
people. We come confessing our thoughts, words and actions that have 
reflected our pride and worldly appetites instead of your glory. 
Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love. We confess 
that we have fallen many times and our sins are old, but your love is far 
older. Remember not the sins of our youth or the transgressions of this 
day. According to your steadfast love remember us for the sake of your 
goodness and the praise of your glory. In Christ's name, amen.

The good news by which you are saved is that Christ came not to please 
himself but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached you 
fell on me.”

All: Jesus Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds we have been 
healed.

Pastor: May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you all.

All: And also with you.
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY          Softly and Tenderly          arr. Mark Hayes
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     332     “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Colossians 1:15-20
Leader: What do you believe concerning Jesus Christ?
All: I believe that: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he 
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the 
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile 
to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 
the blood of his cross.
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:                            “ ”      Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 15:25-32
25
“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 

26 27and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he said 
to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 

28
received him back safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out 

29
and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I 
never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with 

30
my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 

31
you killed the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 

32
that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

Lost in the Pew

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     708

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
Pastor: With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth, made us 

in your image, and kept covenant with us—even when we fell into sin. 
All: We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
Pastor: Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole 

creation to proclaim the glory of your name. 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

HYMN:     76     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

     “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go”

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

   



6

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Choir rehearsal is in the sanctuary at 
4:30pm. Youth groups meet tonight (see detailed announcements below).

1 Samuel 3:1-10; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP is back! That's right – the wait is over. So come on out 
to the BARN from 4:30 to 6:10 tonight and see how we kick off our 2018. I promise you 
will NOT be disappointed! #SeeYOU@theBarn

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP is back and the YoDAs are taking over! That's right, 
for one night only the YoDAs are completely in control. So come and join us from 5:40 to 
7:45 in the Barn. There's no telling WHAT will happen. Hope to see you there!

 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE

Jan. 14 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Choir Rehearsal
Jan. 21 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Evening Worship
Jan. 14 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Choir Rehearsal

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

WOMEN’S BUNCO NIGHT

Ladies, come play bunco! Bring a snack to share and get ready for some fun! We will play 
bunco at Kristina Patridge's house (1231 16th Avenue, 35401) at 7:00 pm this Thursday, 
January 18. No skill required!

January 14   Will Jones
January 15   James Tullidge



WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

JAMMIN NIGHT

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

WARRIOR PRESBYTERY WOMEN’S MINISTRIES ANNUAL MEETING

ATTENTION YOUTH - CURRENTLY IN GRADES 8-12

"Faithful study of God's Word is a means for filling our spiritual storerooms with truth, so that in 
our hour of need we can bring forth both the old and the new as a source of rich provision."  

     -Jen Wilkin                                                                                                                                                                                           
Ladies, let's fill our "spiritual storerooms" as we study the New Testament book of Hebrews 
using Jen Wilkin's workbook Better: A Study of Hebrews. There are two opportunities to 
join a study: Wednesday mornings at 10am in the administrative building and Wednesday 
evenings at 6:30pm in the fellowship hall. The studies began last week. Workbooks are 
ready for pick up in the church office. Donations of $10 are appreciated to cover the cost 
of the 3-ring binders and printing. 

Jammin Night for 7 - 12 years old is this Friday, January 19 from 7:00 - 9:00 pm. A night of 
fun has been planned with a few surprises. You will need to bundle up to be outside and 
bring a flashlight if you have one!

Next Sunday, January 21, there will be a congregational meeting in the sanctuary following 
morning worship. During this meeting, the church's budget for 2018 will be presented 
along with a new policy for the Riverwood Children's ministry. Members are encouraged to 
attend and visitors are welcome.

Ladies, please join women from throughout our presbytery on Saturday, January 27, for the 
Annual Meeting at Trinity Presbyterian Church. Registration begins at 9:00am, and lunch 
and childcare are provided. Lori Sealy will speak on "Suffering and the Savior." Also, our 
own Elena Arnold will officially be introduced as the Vice-President of Warrior Presbytery 
Women's Ministries. If you plan to attend please RSVP to the church office by Tuesday, 
January 23, and also indicate if you will need childcare.

WE'RE GOING TO THE BEACH and YOU are invited! That's right, if you are a rising 
9th grader, a graduated senior, or somewhere in between when summer 2018 arrives then 
YOU are officially invited to join us on an incredible journey to LAGUNA BEACH 
CHRISTIAN RETREAT from July 2nd through July 6th for the RYM High School Florida 
#1 conference. Watch for details on how to sign up – coming next week!
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

JANUARY DEACON SCHEDULE:

January 14: Heather Henson / Kathy Gilbert / Ginny Nippert & Phoebe Bell / Wilson Pate
January 21: Caleigh Henson / Joanie Norris / Laura Silvashy & Olivia Staggs / Darla Cook

Head Deacons: Chris Locklear
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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2017:
Operating Income:             $436,630.79
Operating Expense*: $428,881.44
Net Income:                         $7,749.35
Designated gifts:                  $72,903.08
Building loan balance:        $976,342.71

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment


