
God's anger is never explosive, unreasonable or unexplainable. It is rather His firm 
expression of real displeasure with our wickedness and sin. Even in God it is never a force 
or a ruling passion; rather, it is always an instrument of His will. And His anger has not, 
thereby, shut off his compassion to us (Psalm 77:9). God's anger marks the end of 
indifference. He cannot and will not remain neutral and impartial in the presence of 
continued sin.
     Walter Kaiser

If we do not abide in prayer, we will abide in temptation. Let this be one aspect of our 
daily intercession: 'God, preserve my soul, and keep my heart and all its ways so that I will 
not be entangled.' When this is true in our lives, a passing temptation will not overcome 
us. We will remain free while others lie in bondage. 
     John Owen

Sanctification will be marked by penitence more than perfection.
     Kevin DeYoung

We change because we have seen a superior beauty and worth and excellence. If you look 
into the face of Christ and then look into Sports Illustrated or Glamour and are not 
moved by the superior beauty and worth and excellence and desirability of Christ, then 
you are still hard and blind and futile in your thinking. You need to cry out, “Open my 
eyes to see wonderful things out of your Word!” And your life will show it. Where your 
treasure is – your desire, your delight, your beauty – there will your heart be also – and 
your evenings and your Saturdays and your money. We are changed by seeing the glory of 
God in the Word of God.
     John Piper

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Transfiguration Sunday
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 116
Pastor:  I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy.
All:  Because he inclined his ear to me, 
  therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
Pastor:  What shall I render to the LORD for all his benefits to me?
All:  I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 
Pastor:  I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all people.
All:  I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call on the name of the LORD.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.
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HYMN:     700     “Come, We That Love the Lord”

Come, we that love the Lord, 
and let our joys be known;

join in a song with sweet accord, 
and thus surround the throne.

Let those refuse to sing 
that never knew our God;

but children of the heav’nly King 
may speak their joys abroad.

The men of grace have found 
glory begun below;

celestial fruits on earthly ground 
from faith and hope may grow.

The hill of Zion yields 
a thousand sacred sweets,

before we reach the heav’nly fields 
or walk the golden streets.

Then let our songs abound, 
and ev’ry tear be dry;

we’re marching through Immanuel’s ground 
to fairer worlds on high.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

P R A I S E
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C O N F E S S I O N

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:  Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We 

humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not loved you with 
a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have not 
done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. Have 
mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence, or take your 
Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us 
with your bountiful Spirit through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

SCRIPTURE READING: Galatians 5:13-26
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

14
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  For the whole law is 

15
fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  But if you bite and 

16devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.  But I say, 
17walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For the desires of the 

flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 
18

opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.  But if you are 
19

led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  Now the works of the flesh are evident: 
20sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,  idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of 

21anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,  envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. 
I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the 

22
kingdom of God.  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

23 24
goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

25 26
 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.  Let us not become 

conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.



G O S P E L A S S U R A N C E

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: 1 Peter 2:21-25
Pastor:    Christ suffered for you...He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in 
    his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he    
    suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who    
    judges justly. 
All:  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die 
  to sin and live to righteousness.  
Pastor:   By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but 
  have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     “In Christ Alone”

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace,  when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save:

Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied -
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine - bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

Words and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
©2002 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.
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HYMN:              “Shine Thou upon Us, Lord”

Shine thou upon us, Lord, true light of men, today,
and through the written Word thy very self display,

that so from hearts which burn with gazing on thy face
thy little ones may learn the wonders of thy grace.

Breathe thou upon us, Lord, thy Spirit’s living flame,
that so with one accord our lips may tell thy name.

Give thou the hearing ear, fix thou the wandering thought,
that those we teach may hear the great things that thou hast wrought.

Speak thou for us, O Lord, in all we say of thee;
according to thy Word let all our teaching be,

that so thy lambs may know their own true Shepherd’s voice,
where’er he leads them go, and in his love rejoice.

Live thou within us, Lord; thy mind and will be ours;
be thou beloved, adored, and served with all our powers,

that so our lives may teach thy children what that art,
and plead, by more than speech, for thee with every heart.

Shine thou upon us, Lord, true light of men, today,
and through the written Word thy very self display.

7

P R A Y E R & S U P P L I C A T I O N

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                Saoirse Arumi Henry

To the parents:
Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the 
renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

Do you claim God’s covenant promises in her behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord 
Jesus Christ for her salvation, as you do for your own?

Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble reliance 
upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the doctrines of our holy religion, and that 
you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring her up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

To the congregation:
Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting the parents in the 
Christian nurture of this child?
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     R E A D I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 5
1 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 

2vineyard on a very fertile hill.  He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it;

3
and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.  And now, O inhabitants of 

4
Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.  What more was there 
to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why 
did it yield wild grapes?

5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall 
 6be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  I will make it a 

waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also 
7

command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.  For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for 
justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!

8
 Woe to those who join house to house, who add field to field, until there is no more 

 9room, and you are made to dwell alone in the midst of the land.  The Lord of hosts has 
sworn in my hearing: “Surely many houses shall be desolate, large and beautiful houses, 

10
without inhabitant.  For ten acres of vineyard shall yield but one bath, and a homer of 

11
seed shall yield but an ephah.”  Woe to those who rise early in the morning, that they 
may run after strong drink, who tarry late into the evening as wine inflames them!
12 They have lyre and harp, tambourine and flute and wine at their feasts, but they do not 
regard the deeds of the Lord, or see the work of his hands.

13 Therefore my people go into exile for lack of knowledge; their honored men go hungry, 
14and their multitude is parched with thirst.  Therefore Sheol has enlarged its appetite and 

opened its mouth beyond measure, and the nobility of Jerusalem and her multitude will go 
15

down, her revelers and he who exults in her.  Man is humbled, and each one is brought 
16low, and the eyes of the haughty are brought low.  But the Lord of hosts is exalted in 

17justice, and the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness.  Then shall the lambs 
graze as in their pasture, and nomads shall eat among the ruins of the rich.

18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of falsehood, who draw sin as with cart 
 19

ropes,  who say: “Let him be quick, let him speed his work that we may see it; let the 
 

counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near, and let it come, that we may know it!”
20
 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 

 21darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!  Woe to those who are wise in 
 22their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight!  Woe to those who are heroes at drinking 

23
wine, and valiant men in mixing strong drink,  who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and 
deprive the innocent of his right!
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P R E A C H I N G O F T H E W O R D

R E A D I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D
 24 Therefore, as the tongue of fire devours the stubble, and as dry grass sinks down in the 
flame, so their root will be as rottenness, and their blossom go up like dust; for they have 
rejected the law of the Lord of hosts, and have despised the word of the Holy One of 

 25
Israel.  Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against his people, and he stretched 
out his hand against them and struck them, and the mountains quaked; and their corpses 
were as refuse in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger has not turned away, and his 
hand is stretched out still.

26
 He will raise a signal for nations far away, and whistle for them from the ends of the 

 27earth; and behold, quickly, speedily they come!  None is weary, none stumbles, none 
 28slumbers or sleeps, not a waistband is loose, not a sandal strap broken;  their arrows are 

sharp, all their bows bent, their horses' hoofs seem like flint, and their wheels like the 
 29

whirlwind.  Their roaring is like a lion, like young lions they roar; they growl and seize 
 30

their prey; they carry it off, and none can rescue.  They will growl over it on that day, like 
the growling of the sea. And if one looks to the land, behold, darkness and distress;
and the light is darkened by its clouds.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                                   “What More Can He Do?”                   Rev. Jeff Pate

I. Recognize God’s gracious provision.

II. Honestly assess the fruit of your life.
        Clusters of rotten grapes:
 A. Greed

 B. Regard for pleasure instead of God’s work

 C. Bound and burdened by sin / mocking God
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P R E A C H I N G O F T H E W O R D

 HYMN:     585     “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise,

let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee,

swift and beautiful for thee.

Take my voice, and let me sing, always, only, for my King.
Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee,

filled with messages from thee.

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect, and use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose,

ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne,

it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure-store.
Take my self, and I will be ever, only, all for thee,

ever, only, all for thee.

 D. Redefining truth

 E. Being wise in our own eyes

 F. Heroic drinking while neglecting justice

III. Abide in the True Vine to bear fruits in keeping with repentance.
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B E N E D I C T I O N 
BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

RIVERWOOD PRAYER FOR 2022
Almighty God, fill us with the knowledge of your will that we may walk in a manner worthy of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God. Holy Spirit, strengthen us with all power, according to your glorious might, for 

all endurance and patience with joy that we may constantly give thanks to our Heavenly Father, 
who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES

Each year on Ash Wednesday, Riverwood comes before the Lord in prayer, repentance, 
and song. There will be two services this Wednesday, March 2 – 7:00am for those who 

need to get to work or school, and an 8:15am service to include RCS students and staff. 
You are welcome to join us at either service to begin the Easter season with worship, as we 
seek to acknowledge and turn from our sin. The service will be in the sanctuary and will 

last approximately 30 minutes.



 LECTIONARY READINGS FOR TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36

COVENANT KIDS CLUB

Covenant Kids Club will meet at the church tonight from 5:30 - 7pm for an evening filled with 
music, study in God’s Word, food, and fun.

SNACKS & DRINKS NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

RPC Children’s Ministry is in need of individual snack bags (no peanuts) and drinks (e.g. Capri 
Sun/Kool Aid). You can leave items in the foyer of the sanctuary or in the church office. 

Thank you for your assistance.
 

YOUTH GROUP 
The Riverwood youth meet each Sunday evening here at the church from 5:30-7 pm. 

Zac is currently leading a study through the book of Galatians. 
Eli and Gracen always have a game ready to get things started. Come and join us!

HOMELESS CONNECT WITH LOVE INC
You can make a difference in our local homeless community on April 30. For more 

information go to www.loveinctuscaloosa.com/homeless-connect/550-2/
 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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Through January 2022
Operating Income:              $29,236.46
Operating Expense*:     $31,052.20
Net Income:                    ($1,815.74)
Designated gifts:       $12,789.39
Building loan balance:     $722.879.12

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment 
and has been corrected from last week.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  March 2 Ash Wednesday Services (7 am & 8:15 am)
  March 27 Churchwide Fellowship meal (evening)
  April 1  Trivium Trot 5K (RCS fundraiser)
  April 2  Churchwide Workday (8 am)
  April 9  Riverwood Kids Event (9 am)

BIRTHDAYS

David Bedsole  February 28
Peggy Drinkard March 4

http://www.loveinctuscaloosa.com/homeless-connect/550-2/
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