
There dwells upon this earth a mysterious Being, whose office is to renew the fallen and 
restore the wandering. We cannot see him or hear him, yet he dwells in some of us as Lord 
of our nature. His chosen residence is a broken heart and a contrite spirit.

 Charles Spurgeon

By the Spirit we have communion – direct and immediate communion – with no one less 
than the Son and the Father themselves. The Holy Spirit is God Himself living in us.
 Herman Bavinck

O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully into my heart. Enlighten the dark corners of this 
neglected dwelling and scatter there Thy cheerful beams.

  Augustine (354-430)

Sometimes I have loved the peacefulness of an ordinary Sunday. It is like standing in a 
newly planted garden after a warm rain. You can feel the silent and invisible life. All it 
needs from you is that you take care not to trample on it.
       Marilynne Robinson

R E F L E C T I O N S
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The First Sunday in Lent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Bob Prince

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 117; Revelation 5:12
Pastor:   Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples!
All:  For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
  and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
Pastor:  Praise the LORD! Let us join with the myriads of angels saying,
All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
  and honor and glory and blessing!
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     172     “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Ezekiel 18:4-9
4
Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the 

5 6soul who sins shall die. If a man is righteous and does what is just and right— if he does 
not eat upon the mountains or lift up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, does not 

7
defile his neighbor's wife or approach a woman in her time of menstrual impurity, does not 
oppress anyone, but restores to the debtor his pledge, commits no robbery, gives his bread to 

8
the hungry and covers the naked with a garment, does not lend at interest or take any 
profit, withholds his hand from injustice, executes true justice between man and man, 
9walks in my statutes, and keeps my rules by acting faithfully—he is righteous; he shall surely 
live, declares the Lord God.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: a Puritan prayer
All:  Blessed Spirit, author of all grace and comfort, come, work repentance in my 
   soul. Represent sin to me in its vile colors that I may hate it. Melt my heart by 
   the majesty and mercy of God. Show me my ruined self and the help there is in 
   him. Teach me to see my Creator, his ability to save, his arms outstretched, his 
   heart big for me. May I trust in his power and love, commit my soul to him 
   without reserve, bear his image, observe his laws, pursue his service, and be  
   through time and eternity a monument to the efficacy of his grace, a trophy of 
   his victory. Make me willing to be saved in his way, perceiving nothing in myself, 
   but all in Jesus. In his name I pray, amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: Titus 3:4-7
Pastor:  When the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, 
   not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy 
   by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
All:  …whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 
   being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 
   eternal life.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     253     “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY    
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,
 the Father almighty,

  creator of heaven and earth.
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
  and born of the virgin Mary.

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, died, and was buried;

  he descended to hell.
  The third day he rose again from the dead.

  He ascended to heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,

  the holy catholic church,
  the communion of saints,

  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,

  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “Come, O Creator Spirit Blest” 
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Romans 8:1-11
1 2
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 

3
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 

4
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law 

5
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those 
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

6
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh 

7is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is 
8hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh 

9
cannot please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 

10dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ 
11is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

SERMON:           “The Gift Who Brings Life & Liberty”      Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     420     “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:  Our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread and to drink this   
  cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return in glory. 
All:  In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely   
  forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself     
  finished on the cross once for all.
Pastor:  He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with   
  his very body is now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he     
  wants us to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, 
please take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     598     “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4   
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T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

Everyone is invited to return to the sanctuary tonight at 5:00pm for a time of evening 
worship. Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Youth groups also meet tonight – 
Junior High from 4:30-6:10pm, and Senior High from 5:40-7:45pm.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 Feb. 18  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Evening Worship
 Feb. 25  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Choir Rehearsal
 March 4 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Evening Worship

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15

BABY SHOWER

Please come celebrate with Erin Sheppard! We will have a diapers and wipes shower today 
at 2:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.

C O M E ,  O  C R E A T O R  S P I R I T  B L E S T

1. Come, O Creator Spirit blest, and in our hearts take up your rest;
Spirit of grace, with heav’nly aid come to the souls whom you have made.

2. You are the Comforter, we cry, sent to the earth from God Most High,
fountain of life and fire of love, and our anointing from above.

3. Make our dull minds with rapture glow, let human hearts with love o’erflow;
and when our feeble flesh would fail, may your immortal strength prevail.

4. Far from our souls the foe repel, grant us in peace henceforth to dwell;
ill shall not come, nor harm betide, if only you will be our guide.

5. Show us the Father, Holy One, help us to know th’eternal Son;
Spirit divine, forevermore you will we trust and you adore.
Spirit divine, forevermore you will we trust and you adore.



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK

  Wednesday, Feb. 21, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study
  Wednesday, Feb. 21, 3:30pm: Catechism
  Wednesday, Feb. 21, 6:30pm: Women’s Bible Study

FAVORITE THINGS PARTY

All Riverwood Women: Please join us for a Favorite Things Party on March 1 at 7:00pm.  
Come for a fun time of fellowship and sharing your favorite things! Think of something 
that you love and cannot do without. It should be something that you think others should 
know about and love. Please bring three of your favorite things ($10 or less & wrapped) and 
all three items should be the same thing. After a random drawing, everyone will leave the 
party with three different things that are someone else's favorite things.  

RIDGE HAVEN SCHOLARSHIP LUNCH

The annual Ridge Haven scholarship lunch will be Sunday, March 4, immediately following 
the worship service. Ridge Haven Camp is a wonderful week-long summer opportunity for 
our children. From the moment they arrive at camp on Monday to the time we pick them 
up on Saturday, the campers learn more about the gospel, build relationships with 
counselors and cabin mates, sing, and just have fun! We have 11 children signed up for 
camp. The families of these children and other members of the congregation will be 
providing the meal to raise money to cover the costs of camp. The meal will consist of a 
baked potato bar, macaroni and cheese, salads, and desserts. The cost is whatever you wish 
or are able to donate. Please mark your calendar and join us for a great time of fellowship, a 
wonderful meal, and to meet the children who are going to camp this year.

COMMUNICANT CLASS

Plans are underway for a communicant class to begin soon. If you are interested (adult or 
child), please contact Jeff Pate.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  Wednesday, March 21, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting  
  Saturday, March 24: Church and School Workday
  Saturday, March 31: Children’s Easter Party
  Friday, April 6: Children’s Jammin Night
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

February 24   Hannah Wright



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
February 18: Olivia Staggs / Sarah Vander Wal / Janalie Graham & Sumlin Pate / Hannah Urban

February 25: Laura Silvashy / Monica Urban / Meg Sigmon & Quay Finch / Chanley Henson

FEBRUARY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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January 2018:
Operating Income:                   $27,027.46
Operating Expense*:   $31,737.48
Net Income:                         ($4,710.02)
Designated gifts:                   $1,100.00
Building loan balance:        $941,234.90

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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