REFLECTIONS

We instinctively know that love leads to commitment, so we look away when we see a
beggar. We might have to pay if we look too closely and care too deeply. Loving means
losing control of our schedule, our money, and our time. When we love we cease to be the
master and become the servant.
Paul Miller
We instinctively tend to limit for whom we exert ourselves. We do it for people like us, and
for people whom we like. Jesus will have none of that. By depicting a Samaritan helping a
Jew, Jesus could not have found a more forceful way to say that anyone at all in need –
regardless of race, politics, class, and religion – is your neighbor. Not everyone is your
brother or sister in faith, but everyone is your neighbor, and you must love your neighbor.
Tim Keller
The first question which the priest and the Levite asked was: "If I stop to help this man,
what will happen to me?" But...the good Samaritan reversed the question: "If I do not stop
to help this man, what will happen to him?"
Martin Luther King, Jr.
By the gospel we must give aid even when we can't do it without suffering ourselves...how
else will we bear one another's burdens? If we are never obliged to relieve others' burdens
but when we can do it without burdening ourselves, then how do we bear our neighbor's
burdens when we bear no burdens at all?
Jonathan Edwards
from The Duty of Charity
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Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Steven Crawford
Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE
Across the Land
Covenant
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

Kids Choir

PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 115
Pastor:
Praise the Lord!
All:
Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory,
for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!
Pastor:
Why should the nations say, “Where is your God?”
Our God is in heaven and does all that he pleases.
All:
We will bless the Lord from this time forth and forevermore.
Praise the Lord!
Pastor:
Come, let us worship.
HYMN OF PRAISE:

53

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 19:16-26
And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal
life?” 17And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good.
18
If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said,
“You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false
witness, 19Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 20The
21
young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you
would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
22
heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he
23
had great possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a
rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the
25
eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard
26
this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and
said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
16

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God!
CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
O God, whose nature it is to be generous: we confess to you our indifference toward a world of
hungry families and homeless peoples. Forgive us for our self-centered living and spending;
forgive us for being consumed with our comforts while forgetting that others are without
necessities. Holy Spirit, change our affections and renew our minds that we would love our
neighbors in word and deed. Grant that this week some who have given nothing may start to
give, and those who have given something may give more, that our church and our community
may give due place to the cries of those who have nothing to eat and nowhere to live, for the sake
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Ezekiel 36 & Titus 3
Pastor: Through the prophet Ezekiel, God promised, “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you
shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I
will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”
All:
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you.
All:
And also with you.
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COMMITMENT
HYMN:

172

“Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY
Presentation of tithes & offerings
DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
RESPONSE:

735 “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
HYMN:
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“Holy Spirit” (lyrics on page 6)

P R E AC H I N G

OF THE

WORD

SCRIPTURE: Amos 5:6-15
Seek the Lord and live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel,
7
O you who turn justice to wormwood
and cast down righteousness to the earth!
6

8

He who made the Pleiades and Orion,
and turns deep darkness into the morning
and darkens the day into night,
who calls for the waters of the sea
and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
the Lord is his name;
9
who makes destruction flash forth against the strong,
so that destruction comes upon the fortress.
10

They hate him who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor him who speaks the truth.
11
Therefore because you trample on the poor
and you exact taxes of grain from him,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not dwell in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
12
For I know how many are your transgressions
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and turn aside the needy in the gate.
13
Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time,
for it is an evil time.
14

Seek good, and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you,
as you have said.
15
Hate evil, and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
SERMON:

“Seeking the Lord and Seeing the Poor”

Rev. Jeff Pate
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COMMUNION
HYMN:

525

“A Child of the King”

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:
With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread
and to drink this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return
in glory.
All:
In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely
forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself
finished on the cross once for all. He also declares to us that the Holy
Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is now in heaven at
the right hand of the Father, where he wants us to worship him.
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:

302

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSING HYMN:

263

“Lift High the Cross” v. 4

H O LY S P I R I T
1. Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.
2. Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude.
Kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace; Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.
3. Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice,
that in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.
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Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

T O DAY

AT

R I V E RWO O D

Covenant Kids Club and Youth Group meet tonight from 5:30-7:00pm.
February 17
February 24
March 3
March 10

SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
No evening activities

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26
YOUTH GAME NIGHT
The first youth game night was a big success! Our next game night is this Wednesday,
February 20, from 6:00-8:00pm. It will be at the Pate's house (2030 Idlewood Dr., 35405).
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES
Each year on Ash Wednesday, Riverwood comes before the Lord in prayer, repentance, and
the symbolic cross marked in ashes. This year there will be two services on March 6 –
7:00am for those who need to get to work or school, and an 8:00am service to include RCS
students and staff. You are welcome to join us at either service to begin the Easter season
with worship, as we seek to acknowledge and turn from our sin. The service will be in the
sanctuary and will last approximately 30 minutes.
OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK
Wednesday, February 20, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study (Administration Building)
Wednesday, February 20, 3:30pm: Children’s Catechism Classes
Wednesday, February 20, 6:00pm: Women’s Bible Study (Lori Turner’s home)
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S U N DAY S C H O O L
At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups.
MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed
2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate
MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal
Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold
MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class led by Jeff Pate
MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper
MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S O F S E RV I C E
NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
February 17: Lynn Tootle / Monica Urban / Katharine Bedsole & Sumlin Pate / Rachael Drinkard
February 24: Michael Henry / Joanie Norris / Meg Sigmon & Olivia Patridge / Meredith Patridge
FEBRUARY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard

FINANCIAL REPORT
January 2019:
Operating Income:
Operating Expense*:
Net Income:
Designated gifts:
Building loan balance:

$24,833.76
$31,710.48
($6,876.72)
$1,135.00
$858,686.34

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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