
 King of kings, yet born of Mary,
 As of old on earth he stood,
 Lord of lords, in human vesture,
 In the body and the blood,
 He will give to all the faithful
 His own flesh for heav'nly food.
    Liturgy of St. James, 5th Century

All this is focused in Jesus. Through him is to be done God's saving work, for to him is 
given God's authority, and he is himself God come in the flesh: Jesus, the Christ, the Lord. 
In him, and nowhere else, is salvation to be found. Can we have enough of him, or say 
enough of him?
    John Stott

The Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, needing to be fed and
changed and taught to talk like any other child. The more you think about it, the more
staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as this truth of the Incarnation.
    J. I. Packer

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Second Sunday of Advent
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

SCRIPTURE READING & LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE:           Micah 5:1-5a                   
                  Lynn & Will Tootle

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 147
Pastor:   Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
  for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
All:  He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
Pastor:  Great is our lord, and abundant in power; 
  his understanding is beyond measure.
All:  The Lord lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the ground.
Pastor:  His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 
  nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,
All:  but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
  in those who hope in his steadfast love.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     316     “The Mighty God, the Lord”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 11:25-30
25
At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have 

hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 
26 27yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 

28
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all who 

29
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

30me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we confess that we only know you because 
you have chosen to graciously reveal yourself to us. You have made yourself known 
through your Word, by your Spirit, and in the Son whom you love. Jesus, you invite us to 
come to you with our burdens that we might find rest. We come confessing the weight of 
our sin. Please have mercy on us for not loving you with all of our hearts. We cannot 
bear the guilt of our sin so we lay it before you. Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and help us 
know the joy of forgiveness and the freedom from condemnation as we trust in Jesus. 
It is his name we pray. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 1 John 1
Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteous. We can humbly confess our sins because we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. As you confess 
your sins and repent through faith in Jesus Christ, by God's grace you are 
forgiven.

All:  Thanks be to God!
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     213     “What Child Is This”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY 
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions & Answers 36-37

Leader:  Who is the Mediator of the covenant of grace?
People:  The only Mediator of the covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
  being the eternal Son of God, of one substance and equal with the Father, 
  in the fullness of time became man, and so was and continues to be God 
  and man, in two entire distinct natures, and one person, forever.

Leader:  How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?
People:  Christ the Son of God became man, by taking to himself a true body, 
  and a reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost in 
  the womb of the virgin Mary, of her substance, and born of her, yet 
  without sin.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     216     “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
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SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 40:9-11
9Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, 

 10“Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
 11

behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will tend his flock like 
a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead those that are with young.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                      “Behold, Your God!”               Rev. Jeff Pate

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

1. When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path;

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.
 

Chorus:
He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast;

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast.
 

2. Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast.

He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last;
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.

 
3. For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast;

Justice has been satisfied, He will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast

Till our faith is turned to sight, when he comes at last! 

Words by Ada Habershon & Matt Merker; Music by Matt Merker
©2013 Getty Music Publishing/Matthew Merker Music; CCLI license #11239744

H E  W I L L  H O L D  M E  F A S T



6

C O M M U N I O N

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103 & Galatians 4
Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
Pastor:  He forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases, redeems your life from 
  the pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
All:  When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
  woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, 
  so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Pastor:  And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
  hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 
  and if a son, then an heir through God. Let us eat the feast with thankful 
  hearts as God's redeemed and beloved children.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     208     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

COVENANT KIDS CLUB AND YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30-7:00pm. Youth 
Group meets from 5:30-7:30pm in the Barn.



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

SUNDAY SCHOOL IN DECEMBER

Adult Sunday School classes will be combined for the next two Sundays. On Dec. 15, we 
will hear from a former Riverwood member and her husband about an opportunity they 
have to serve Jesus by bringing light and joy to a very dark part of the world. On Dec. 22, 
Jeff will continue teaching on the juxtaposition of music and theology in Handel's Messiah. 

SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, December 11 at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

ANGEL TREE

Please return Angel Tree gifts to the foyer or church office by December 11. We will also be 
collecting non-perishable food items until December 15. Finally, we will need help with 
food for the Angel Tree Party next Sunday, December 15. There is a link in your email 
announcements to sign up to help with the party. Questions? Contact Joann Williams.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND FUN DAY

Children 5-12 years old – join us in the Fellowship Hall this Saturday, December 14, from 
9:30am–12:30pm. We will have crafts, games, Christmas story, music, and great food. Invite 
a friend to spend the morning with us! Please prayerfully consider participating in this 
program by (1) providing food, (2) helping with crafts, or (3) helping with any of the tasks 
that need to be completed prior to the 14th. There is a sign-up link in your weekly 
announcement email. For more information, contact Joann Williams.

ONLINE GIVING SURVEY

Riverwood is considering providing an option for online giving and we need your input. 
Please take a few moments to complete a brief online survey by clicking the link in your 
email announcements or by going to the church website and looking under the tab "Forms 
and Sign-ups." Please complete the survey before December 23.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Wednesday, December 18: Youth Christmas Party
 Tuesday, December 24, 6:00pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
 Sunday, December 29: Deacon’s Fund Offering
 Friday-Saturday, January 24-25: Parenting Conference
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

December 9 Heather Henson
December 14 Erin Sheppard



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Every Good Endeavor by Tim Keller – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
December 8: Kristina Patridge / Darla Cook / Greg Vander Wal & Sumlin Pate / Kay Kirkley
December 15: Lynn Tootle / Katharine Bedsole / Vielyana Kim & Meg Sigmon / Calvin Kim

DECEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Bruce DeHaan

Clean Up: Ed Kidder

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through November 2019:
Operating Income:                   $374,803.58
Operating Expense*:  $375,426.11
Net Income:                          ($622.53)
Designated gifts:                   $94,713.55
Building loan balance:          $804,521.01

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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