
Just as the angel's announcement to Joseph declared Jesus' primary purpose to be to save 
His people from their sins (Mt. 1:21), so the first announcement of the kingdom (delivered 
by John the Baptist) is associated with repentance and confession of sin (Mt. 3:6).
      D. A. Carson

How does every Christian start out? In repentance. We finally admit that we've been 
completely wrong about everything every moment of every day throughout our entire lives, 
because we've been wrong about God, and God is omni-relevant to us at every level of our 
beings all the time. But from then on, for too many of us, we're never wrong again. That's 
amazing. The first of Martin Luther's 95 Theses was, “When our Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ said 'Repent,' he intended that the entire life of believers should be repentance.”
      Ray Ortlund

The Christian who has stopped repenting has stopped growing.
      A. W. Pink

This Gospel anticipates a world far different from C. S. Lewis's Narnia, where it is “always 
winter, and never Christmas.” The promise of the Gospel is that it is “always Christmas.” 
To be “in Christ” is to enjoy each morning as a Christmas morning with the family of God, 
celebrating the gift of God around the tree of life.
      Kevin Vanhoozer

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Second Sunday of Advent
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

SCRIPTURE READING & LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE:             Malachi 3:1-4
The Crawford family

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 89
Pastor:  O Lord God of hosts, righteousness and justice are the foundations of your 

throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 
All:  Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O Lord, in 
  the light of your face,
Pastor:  who exult in your name all the day and in your righteousness are exulted.
All:  For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted.
Pastor:  For our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
  Come, let us worship!
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P R A I S E
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HYMN:     “The Praises of Thy Wonders, Lord” (Psalm 89:5, 13-18)

The praises of thy wonders, Lord, the heavens shall express;
and in the congregation of saints thy faithfulness.

Thou hast an arm that’s full of power; thy hand is great in might;
and thy right hand exceedingly exalted is in height.

Justice and judgment of thy throne are made the dwelling place;
mercy, accompanied with truth, shall go before thy face.

O greatly blessed the people are the joyful sound that know;
in brightness of thy face, O Lord, they ever on shall go.

Because the glory of their strength doth only stand in thee;
and in thy favor shall our horn and power exalted be.

For God is our defense; and he to us doth safely bring:
the Holy One of Israel is our almighty King.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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C O N F E S S I O N

SCRIPTURE READING: Ezekiel 18:30-32
30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares 
the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 
31
Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a 

32
new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in 
the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:  Almighty God, we come confessing our sin before you. Your greatness is 
  unsurpassed, your grace is abundant, and your goodness can't be 
  measured. You are holy and worthy of our praise but we are sinners. We 
  have used our mouths to grumble and complain, our hands to take what 
  isn't ours, and our minds to harbor bitterness toward others. Please 
  forgive us for failing to love you with all of our heart and mind and soul, 
  and our neighbors as ourselves. Holy Spirit, help us to repent. Enable us 
  to turn from our sin and follow Jesus. Teach us to love as we have been 
  loved and make us aware of opportunities to do so. We ask this all in the 
  name that is above every name, the name Jesus Christ. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION



C O N F E S S I O N

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Isaiah 40 & Acts 3
Pastor:  Hear the good news of comfort and peace announced through the prophet, 
  Isaiah. “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
  Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
  pardoned…” The apostle Peter declared to the crowd in Jerusalem, “What 
  God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, 
  he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be 
  blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
  Lord.” God offers the comfort of the forgiveness of sins to all who repent 
  and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     197     “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”

Comfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God;
comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning ‘neath their sorrow’s load.

Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;
tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.

Yea, her sins our God will pardon, blotting out each dark misdeed;
all that well deserved his anger he no more will see or heed.

She hath suffered many a day, now her griefs have passed away;
God will change her pining sadness into ever-springing gladness.

For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near,
bidding all men to repentance, since the kingdom now is here.

O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God away;
let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him.

Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain;
let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad;
and all flesh shall see the token, that his word is never broken.
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Heidelberg Catechism, Questions & Answers 29, 31, 35

Leader:  Why is the Son of God called “Jesus,” meaning “savior”?
People:  Because he saves us from our sins, and because salvation should not be 
  sought and cannot be found in anyone else.
Leader:  Why is he called “Christ,” meaning “anointed”?
People:  Because he has been ordained by God the Father and has been anointed 
  with the Holy Spirit to be our chief prophet and teacher who fully reveals 
  to us the secret counsel and will of God concerning our deliverance; our 
  only high priest who has delivered us by the one sacrifice of his body, and 
  who continually pleads our cause with the Father; and our eternal king 
  who governs us by his Word and Spirit, and who guards us and keeps us
  in the freedom he has won for us.
Leader:  What does it mean that he “was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
  the virgin Mary”?
People:  That the eternal Son of God, who is and remains true and eternal God, 
  took to himself, through the working of the Holy Spirit, from the flesh 
  and blood of the virgin Mary, a truly human nature so that he might also 
  become David’s true descendant, like his brothers and sisters in every way
  except for sin.
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RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. 
Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     194     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

Chorus:
Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,
in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save, and give them victory o’er the grave.

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

O come, thou Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
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C O M M I T M E N T
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Luke 5:27-32
27
After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And 

28he said to him, “Follow me.” And leaving everything, he rose and followed him.

29And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax 
30

collectors and others reclining at table with them. And the Pharisees and their scribes 
grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 

31sinners?” And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
32those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:             “ We Repent”       Rev. Jeff PateBecause He Came, 
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HYMN:       219     “All Praise to Thee, Eternal Lord”

All praise to thee, eternal Lord, clothed in a garb of flesh and blood;
choosing a manger for thy throne, while worlds on worlds are thine alone.

Once did the skies before thee bow; a virgin’s arms contain thee now:
angels who did in thee rejoice now listen for thine infant voice.

A little child, thou art our guest, that weary ones in thee may rest;
forlorn and lowly is thy birth, that we may rise to heaven from earth.

Thou comest in the darksome night to make us children of the light,
to make us, in the realms divine, like thine own angels round thee shine.

All this for us thy love hath done; by this to thee our love is won:
for this we tune our cheerful lays, and shout our thanks in ceaseless praise.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103 & Galatians 4
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
Pastor:  He forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases, redeems your life from 
  the pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
All:  When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of      
  woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so     
  that we might receive adoption as sons.
Pastor:  And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
  crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, 
  then an heir through God. Let us eat the feast with thankful  hearts as God's 
  redeemed and beloved children.

 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

C O M M U N I O N
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HYMN:     211     “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day,

to save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray;

Chorus:
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our heavenly Father, a blessed angel came;
and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same:

how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.

“Fear not, then,” said the angel, “let nothing you affright;
this day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright,

to free all those who trust in him from Satan’s pow’r and might.”

The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind,
and left their flocks a-feeding, in tempest, storm, and wind:
and went to Bethlehem straightway, the Son of God to find.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

B E N E D I C T I O N
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6

YOUTH GROUP & COVENANT KIDS CLUB

Youth Group and Covenant Kids Club meet tonight from 5:30-7:00pm.

SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, December 8, at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

ANGEL TREE

All of our angels on the tree have been sponsored! You are still encouraged to donate non-
perishable food items for food baskets given to each family. All gifts and food donations are 
due on Wednesday, December 15. We also need volunteers to deliver the gifts on 
December 20 and 21. For more information, contact Joann Williams.

HYGIENE PACKS FOR JUMPSTART MINISTRY

Mission accomplished! Due to your generous donations to the hygiene kits for the 
JumpStart program, the goal to make 240 kits is completed. A special thanks to those who 
are planning to come and help pack as well. Thank you for blessing so many lives!

December 9 Heather Henson



YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Youth Christmas party will be at the Pates on December 15. We will have a “Dirty 
Santa” gift exchange. Your gift should be under $10, wrapped, and not hazardous or living!

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE

On Sunday, December 19, at 9:15am, the adult Sunday School classes will combine in the 
Sanctuary for the traditional Advent lesson taught by Jimmy Hopper. There will be no 
Sunday School on December 26 and January 2.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

On Friday, December 24, at 6:00pm, Riverwood will conduct a Christmas Eve candlelight 
Communion Service. It is a beautiful time in which we gather as the people of God to 
consider again the wonder of Advent and the beauty of our Savior. Please plan to join us 
with your family for this special time of praise and worship.

JUMPSTART MAILING ADDRESS

A number of you have expressed interest in sending Billy a thank-you note for fixing the 
hole in the Sanctuary carpet at no charge. Please mail notes to: JumpStart, P. O. Box 356, 
Centreville, AL 35042.

FINANCIAL REPORT

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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Through November 2021
Operating Income:              $379,333.33
Operating Expense*:     $424,500.01
Net Income:                     ($45,166.68)
Designated gifts:       $70,088.15
Building loan balance:       $741,167.15

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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