
Advent has two faces, two orientations…Advent's face toward the past is usually the one 
we seek. How very wonderful that a gracious God broke in upon the life of humankind 
through the birth of Jesus, God's very own Son! But Advent's face to the future is one that 
also deserves our attention. The coming of the Babe to Bethlehem, for all of its 
miraculous grace, is but hint and suggestion of the Second Advent when this same Jesus, 
now Risen Lord and Savior, will return to claim the world that is his.

Excerpt from Texts for Preaching, Charles Cousar

The fact that Jesus Christ died is more important than the fact that I shall die, and the
 fact that Jesus Christ rose from the dead is the sole ground of my hope that I, too, shall
be raised on the Last Day. Our salvation is 'external to ourselves.' I find no salvation in
my life history, but only in the history of Jesus Christ. Only he who allows himself to be
found in Jesus Christ, in his incarnation, his Cross, and his resurrection, is with God and
God with him.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Immanuel, God with us in our nature, in our sorrow, in our lifework, in our punishment, 
in our grave, and now with us, or rather we with Him, in resurrection, ascension, triumph, 
and Second Advent splendor.

Charles H. Spurgeon

Vigilance is the responsibility of every believer and provides the sole guarantee of
preparedness for the Lord's return.

William Lane
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First Sunday of Advent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

SCRIPTURE READING & LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE:    Isaiah 64:1-9
   Stephen Waldrep, Alan Manning, & David Barnes

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 80

HYMN OF PRAISE:     349     “O Thou Who the Shepherd of Israel Art”

Pastor: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. You who 
are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth…and come to save us!

All: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved!
Pastor: O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people's 

prayers? You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to 
drink in full measure.

All: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved!
Pastor: Let your hand be on the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you 

have made strong for yourself! Then we shall not turn back from you; give 
us life, and we will call upon your name!

All: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved!
Pastor: Come, let us worship!

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, 
Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:

HYMN:     196     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Micah 6:6-8
6
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I 

7
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

8
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O man, what 
is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God?

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

    
All: O Lord, great God, all holy, Father most gracious, filled with mercy and 

steadfast love, we are embarrassed to come before you for we have preferred 
the ways of this world to your ways. We have rebelled against your wisdom 
and we have pursued folly. We have rejected your fatherly guidance and have 
wandered from your righteous paths. To you belongs righteousness, O Lord, 
and to us open shame. O Lord, great God, all holy, Father, most gracious, 
filled with mercy and steadfast love, incline your ear to our cries for mercy. 
Hear us when we pour out our sorrows before you. Forgive us, not on the 
ground of our own righteousness, but on the ground of your great mercy and 
love, mercy and love that was incarnate in the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. It 
is in his name that we pray, for he is our Savior and the mediator of the 
covenant of grace. Amen. 

 based on Galatians 1:3-5; 2:20
Pastor: For you who confess your sins and look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for your 

salvation, grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to 
the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever.

All: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY       God Himself Is With Us    Esther Wright, piano
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     334     “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader: Christian, what do you believe? 
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the 
right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge 
the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge 
one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:              “ ”    Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 12:35-48
35 36“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting for their master to 
come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and 

37knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will 
38dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes in 

39the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if 
the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to 

40 41be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” Peter 
42said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and 

wise manager, whom his master will set over his household, to give them their portion of food at the proper 
43 44time? Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will 

45set him over all his possessions. But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and 
46begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, the master of that servant 

will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces 
47and put him with the unfaithful. And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act 

48according to his will, will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a 
beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and 
from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.”

Ready or Not, Here I Come

HYMN:     195

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103:1-5; Revelation 5:12
Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor: …who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life 

from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you 
with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

All: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honor and glory and blessing!

HYMN:     324     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

     “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” st. 1-2

“Christ Is Coming!” 
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Everyone is invited to return to the sanctuary tonight at 5:00pm for a time of evening 
worship. Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Youth Groups meet tonight as 
well (see detailed announcements below). 

Calling everyone in grades 6 through 8 to come and join us in the Barn for Telestrations, 
Christmas Carols, and the second lesson in our new Bible 101 series: The Three "I"s of 
Scripture. It all happens from 4:30 pm to 6:10 pm. Hope to see YOU there!

If you are in grades 9 through 12, it's time for you to play some Taboo Turnaround! So 
come on out to the Barn from 5:40 pm to 7:45 pm tonight and rise to the challenge. 
Then stick around for some Christmas singing followed by a group discussion we're 
calling: "Christmas at My Place" - Hope you can be there - it's going to be a special night.

Calling all choir members! There will be an extra rehearsal tonight in the sanctuary after 
the evening worship service at 6:00pm.

 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE

Dec. 3 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / 
Evening Worship / Choir Rehearsal

Dec. 10 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal
Dec. 17 Angel Tree Party

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

EXTRA CHOIR REHEARSAL

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37

December 9   Heather Henson



THANK YOU FROM WINGS OF GRACE

ANGEL TREE FOOD BASKET AND PARTY NEEDS

CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND FUN DAY

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Thank you so very much, Children's Ministry and their families & Joann Williams, 
Classical School students and staff, and members of Riverwood for your generous 
donations from the recent food drive you collected for The Wings of Grace Center! We 
estimate you collected approximately 2000 pounds! What a wonderful blessing!  

Non-perishable food items are needed to give to the Angel Tree Families. This year we are 
providing food for 11 families. The Deacons provide a small ham. Would you please 
consider providing items that will help make a wonderful Christmas dinner for these 
families? Non-perishable breakfast items will also be welcomed. A box for these items is by 
the Angel Tree.

The Angel Tree Party is the 17th. If you are able to provide a salad, macaroni & cheese, or 
a dessert to supplement this meal please sign up using the link in your weekly email, or see 
Joann Williams.

There are still several angel tags left that need to be picked up.  Please return all Angel 
Tree gifts by December 13 to the church office. If you have a child from TN, please mail 
their gift and card by December 13.

Saturday, December 9, 9:00am-12:30pm. This day is for children from 4 – 12 years old. We 
will have crafts, games, Christmas story, music, and great food. Children, please invite a 
friend to spend the morning with us. Please prayerfully consider participating in this 
program by (1) providing food, (2) helping with crafts, or (3) helping with any of the tasks 
that need to be completed prior to the 9th. For more information contact Joann Williams.

Wednesday, December 13, 3:30pm: Final catechism class of the semester
Wednesday, December 13, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate meeting
Sunday, December 24, 5:30pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
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S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Benevolence Committee – led by the Diaconate

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

DECEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:

December 3: Aaron Powers / Monica Urban / Ginny Nippert & Savannah Cook / Victoria Bell
December 10: Amanda Brown / Debbie Jones / Elena Arnold & Wilson Pate / Kaitlin Jones

Head Deacons: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan & Ed Kidder

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

OPERATIONS:
Operating Income: $373,894.08
Operating Expense*: $383,350.10
Net Income:                        ($9,456.02)
Designated gifts:                  $52,911.68

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

BUILDING FUND:
Total pledges received:         $795,304.09
Received 2017 to-date:        $86,555.23
Building account balance:      $20,332.14
Monthly payment:       $7,791.19
Loan balance:                       $994,034.25
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