
Everything about the Christmas account portrays a world turned upside down. A new king 
heralded as the Son of God comes into the world quite auspiciously, born in a manger 
surrounded by farm animals as part of a working-class family. This is a radical inversion of 
how God or gods were typically understood at the time: mighty and all-powerful beings, 
lording it over often hapless humans. The Christmas story is about God becoming one of 
us, and a particular humble member of our company at that.

This is why Christmas has always been a fundamentally subversive holiday, and why 
Christianity, an organic outgrowth of prophetic Judaism, has always been at root, a radical 
faith.

   E. J. Dionne 
   from Christmas Turned the World Upside Down
   in The Washington Post, December 2017
  

Those who believe God can never, in a way, be sure of Him again. Once we have seen Him 
in a stable, we can never be sure where He will appear or at what lengths He will go, to 
what ludicrous depths of self-humiliation He will descend in His wild pursuit of man. If 
holiness and the awful power and majesty of God were present in this least auspicious of all 
events, this birth of a peasant's child, then there is no place or time so lowly or earthbound 
but that holiness can be present there too. And this means that we are never safe, that there 
is no place that we can hide from God, no place where we are safe from His power to break 
in two and re-create the human heart. It is just where God seems most helpless that God is 
most strong. It is just where we least expect Him that He comes to us fully.
    Frederick Buechner

The church lives in Advent. That is to say, the church lives between two advents. Jesus 
Christ has come; Jesus Christ will come. We do not know the day or the hour. If you find 
this tension almost unbearable at times, then you understand the Christian life.  

    Fleming Rutledge
   from Advent: The Once and Future Coming of Jesus Christ
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First Sunday after Christmas Day
Leader In Worship: Dr. Thad James, Assisting Elder John Kim

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: Joel 2:1
Leader:   Blow a trumpet in Zion! 
   Sound an alarm on my holy mountain! 
All:  Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
  for the day of the LORD is coming. 
  It is close at hand. 
Leader:  Come, let us worship God! 

HYMN OF PRAISE:     218     “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 5:13-16
13
“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 

It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. 
14 15You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light 

16
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Father, though we have lived with you, walked with you, and loved you, we all too often 
exchange the truth for a lie. Rather than live peaceably with you in this world, we often 
seek control over our own happiness, our own security, and our own future. We 
constantly seek to take charge of our own lives rather than live in your light, and we 
become comfortable with our sin. We are all too aware of how painful it is to allow your 
light to shine in our dark places. Father, forgive us! Shine your light in our hearts to 
cleanse us of everything that rivals you for our love. Recondition us to be people who 
love the truth more than lies. Remake us to desire the light of Christ in this world more 
than darkness. Give us new life to again walk with you in the light of your Son, Jesus. 
Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: Hebrews 2:17-18
Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of 
the people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who 
are being tempted.

Pastor:  People of God, our redemption is sure in Jesus who suffered for us. 
  In Him alone, we have peace with God. 
  May His peace be with you this day and forever more.
People:  And also with you.

HYMN:     201     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY 
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     234     “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”



5

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 53:1-6
1Who has believed what he has heard from us?
    And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2For he grew up before him like a young plant,
    and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
    and no beauty that we should desire him.
3He was despised and rejected by men,
    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4Surely he has borne our griefs
    and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
    smitten by God, and afflicted.
5But he was pierced for our transgressions;
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
    and with his wounds we are healed.
6
All we like sheep have gone astray;

    we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                                            Dr. Thad James

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     295     “Crown Him with Many Crowns” st. 1-2

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   Hear the words of our Savior: “Come to me, all you who labor and are 
  heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
  from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for   
  your souls.” Come, then, for all is ready. 
All:    We come at our Savior's invitation, not because we are self-righteous, but 
  because we are penitent, not because we are strong, but because we are 
  weak, not because we are whole, but because we are broken. 
Pastor:   Come, then, for all is ready. Christ was raised to life, death is swallowed up, 
  victory is won. Alleluia! 
All:    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     295     “Crown Him with Many Crowns” st. 3-4

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY

Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23

NO EVENING ACTIVITIES

There will be no Youth Group or Covenant Kids Club this evening. Please enjoy this time 
with your family and friends. 



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. This morning, all cash and 
designated gifts will be used for this purpose.

2019 CONTRIBUTIONS

If you are planning to give before the end of the calendar year, please ensure that your gifts 
make it into the offering plate by today or are postmarked by Tuesday, Dec. 31. Any 
contributions received after that date will be posted to 2020.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

The church office will be closed this week. If you need immediate assistance during this 
time, please feel free to contact your elder or deacon.

WARRIOR PRESBYTERY WOMEN’S MINISTRY ANNUAL MEETING

Trinity Presbyterian Church will host the Women’s Ministry Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
January 11 beginning at 9:00am. The guest speaker will be Amy Buettner, a member of 
Trinity. Childcare is available, and lunch will be served. Please RSVP to the church office 
(secretary@riverwoodchurch.org) by January 2.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be a congregational meeting immediately after the morning worship service on 
Sunday, January 12, 2020. The purpose of the meeting will be officer elections and a 
presentation of the 2020 budget. Please plan to attend.

PARENTING CONFERENCE: JANUARY 24-25
Mark your calendar! Pick up Flyers! Tell your friends! This conference, titled Gospel-Centered 
Parenting, is not just for parents. Remember, the entire church takes a vow with each child's 
baptism to help the parents raise their children in the Covenant Community. Go to the 
church website to learn more. There is no fee to attend this event.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Wednesday, January 8: Catechism classes resume
 Sunday, January 12: Covenant Kids Club and Youth Group resume
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

December 31    Marshall Brown
January 3 Ken Gilbert



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Every Good Endeavor by Tim Keller – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
December 29: April Henry / Ginny Nippert / Michael & April Henry / Aaron Powers

January 5: Michael Henry / Darla Cook / Lisa Kidder & Daniel Page / Quay Finch

DECEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Bruce DeHaan

Clean Up: Ed Kidder

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through November 2019:
Operating Income:                   $374,803.58
Operating Expense*:  $375,426.11
Net Income:                          ($622.53)
Designated gifts:                   $94,713.55
Building loan balance:          $804,521.01

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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