
If we could condense all the truths of Christmas into only three words, these would be the 
words: "God with us." We tend to focus our attention at Christmas on the infancy of 
Christ. The greater truth of the holiday is His deity. More astonishing than a baby in the 
manger is the truth that this promised baby is the omnipotent Creator of the heavens and 
the earth!

John F. MacArthur, Jr.

The Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, needing to be fed and
changed and taught to talk like any other child. The more you think about it, the more
staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as this truth of the Incarnation.

J. I. Packer

Christ is coming, and when he gets here it is the graves that will suffer the deepest 
robbery, the law that will be deprived of its claims, and the evil one who will stand empty-
handed. 

James Nestigen

Immanuel, God with us in our nature, in our sorrow, in our lifework, in our punishment, 
in our grave, and now with us, or rather we with Him, in resurrection, ascension, triumph, 
and Second Advent splendor.

Charles H. Spurgeon
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Steven Crawford

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE      
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

O Come, All Ye Faithful        Riverwood Choir

Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

SCRIPTURE READING & LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE:  Daniel 7:13,14
                 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

HYMN OF PRAISE:     218     “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

Pastor: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his 
people and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David.

All: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
Pastor: Alleluia!  Our King and Savior draws near! 
All: Let earth receive her King!
Pastor: Come, let us worship!

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Samuel 15:22
22
And Samuel said,
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,

    as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,

    and to listen than the fat of rams.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:     
All:

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Galatians 4:4-7
Pastor:

HYMN:     212     “Within a Crib My Savior Lay”

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. We confess that it is still all too 
easy for us to sacrifice our convictions for convenience, your standards 
for status, your principles for promotion, your absolutes for our 
ambition, our souls for shallow and unsatisfying success. How easily we 
are seduced by power, prestige, pleasure, or possessions—seduced into 
violating our integrity or harming our fellowship with you. From earth's 
fullest bliss we turn to you again, unfulfilled. Forgive us our half-
hearted devotion and our double-minded spirit. In the name of him who 
refused to save himself we pray. Amen. 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as sons. 

All: And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY           Gesu Bambino  Pietro A. Yon, arr. Fred Bock        
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     213     “What Child Is This”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:                     “ ”      Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 21:25-36
25
“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in 

26perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with 
27foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And 

28
then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

29 30near.” And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As soon as they come 
31out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. So also, when you 

32see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, this 
33

generation will not pass away until all has taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
34

words will not pass away. But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation 
35and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it 

36will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying 
that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.”

Redemption’s Approach

HYMN:     203

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103:1-5; Revelation 5:12
Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor: …who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life 

from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you 
with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

All: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honor and glory and blessing!

HYMN:     320     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

     “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

“Rejoice, All Ye Believers”

   

C O M M U N I O N
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Tonight at 5:30pm, Riverwood will conduct a Christmas Eve candlelight Communion 
Service. It is a beautiful time in which we gather as the people of God to consider again 
the wonder of Advent and the beauty of our Savior. Please join us with your family for 
this special time of praise and worship.
 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Dec. 31 No Evening Services
Jan. 7 Covenant Kids Club / Evening Worship
Jan. 14 Covenant Kids Club / Choir Rehearsal

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

There will be NO Sunday School classes on Sundays December 24 and 31. Classes 
resume on Sunday, January 7.

December 24   Sarah Vander Wal
December 25   Lakethia Clark
December 25   Zae Finch
December 25   Ally Jones



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Riverwood office hours will vary during the holidays. If you need immediate assistance 
during this time, please feel free to contact your elder or deacon.

2017 CONTRIBUTIONS

If you are planning to give before the end of the calendar year, please ensure that your gifts 
make it into the offering plate by Sunday, Dec. 31 or are postmarked by Saturday, Dec. 30. 
Any contributions received after that date will be posted to 2018.

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Wednesday, January 10, 3:30pm: Catechism classes resume
Wednesday, January 10, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
Sunday, January 21: Congregational Meeting

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in 
an account used exclusively for emergency and short-term mercy ministry needs. This fund 
has enabled our Diaconate to extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. 
Next Sunday, December 31, all cash and designated gifts will be used for this purpose.  

"Faithful study of God's Word is a means for filling our spiritual storerooms with truth, so that in 
our hour of need we can bring forth both the old and the new as a source of rich provision."  

     -Jen Wilkin                                                                                                                                                                                           
Ladies, let's fill our "spiritual storerooms" as we study the New Testament book of Hebrews 
using Jen Wilkin's workbook Better: A Study of Hebrews. There will be two opportunities to 
join a study: Wednesday mornings at 10am in the administrative building and an evening 
study, day/time/location to be determined. The studies will begin the week of January 8, 
2018. Prior to that week, workbooks will be ready for pick up in the church office. 
Donations of $10 are appreciated to cover the cost of the 3-ring binders and printing.  
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 
*NO Sunday School classes on December 24 or 31*

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

DECEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:

December 24: April Henry / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Hannah Urban
December 31: Kathy Gilbert / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Wilson Pate

Head Deacons: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan & Ed Kidder

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Operating Income:             $399,658.20
Operating Expense*: $401,803.34
Net Income:                        ($2,145.14)
Designated gifts:                  $59,026.68
Building loan balance:        $993,834.25

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment


