
We realize that people act differently if they are convinced that there will be a definitive 
future action. A prisoner who knows he will be freed is a very different person from one 
who knows he will never get out. A group of hostages who know that the SWAT team is on 
its way is a very different group from the one that has no hope of rescue. If you know that 
your chemotherapy really might heal you, you can tolerate it a lot better than if it is just a 
last, desperate measure. Advent is like that. In this season, the church celebrates two things: 
God has already acted definitively on our behalf, and God will act definitively in the future 
to bring his purposes to pass once and for all. That is what it means to watch and wait for 
the second advent of Christ, no matter how long it takes.
     Flemming Rutledge 
     from Advent, the Once and Future Coming of Jesus Christ

The Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, needing to be fed and
changed and taught to talk like any other child. The more you think about it, the more
staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as this truth of the Incarnation.
     J. I. Packer
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Clay Staggs

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE  
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

SCRIPTURE READING & LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE:             Isaiah 9:1-7
             The Crawford family

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 27
Pastor:   The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
All:   The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
Pastor:   One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
  to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.
All:   And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, 
  and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
  I will sing and make melody to the Lord.
Pastor:   Wait for the Lord; be strong and let your heart take courage; 
  wait for the Lord! Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     208     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 65:1-7
1I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be found by those who did 

2not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that was not called by my name. I spread 
out my hands all the day to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their 

3own devices; a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and making 
4offerings on bricks; who sit in tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat pig's flesh, and 

5
broth of tainted meat is in their vessels; who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am 

6too holy for you.” These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all the day. Behold, it is 
7

written before me: “I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into their lap both 
your iniquities and your fathers' iniquities together, says the Lord; because they made offerings on 
the mountains and insulted me on the hills, I will measure into their lap payment for their former 
deeds.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Almighty God, you have made yourself known in Creation, in your Word, and in the Son you 
sent into this world, Jesus Christ the righteous. You have revealed yourself to us though we were 
once strangers to the covenant of peace, having no hope and without God in the world. You have 
done this out your goodness and undeserved grace. Though you have loved us, we confess that we 
rebel against you in our thoughts and in our actions. We confess that we cling to the idols of this 
world, adorning our homes while neglecting the household of God, and desiring glory for 
ourselves that only you deserve. We confess that we dabble with the darkness of this world, 
making it the source of our entertainment and happiness instead of exposing it to the light of 
Christ. We admit that we deserve your wrath. Please have mercy on us. Forgive us of our sins and 
cleanse us of all unrighteousness. We ask these things in the name of the light who came into the 
world, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Ephesians 1 and 5
Pastor:   Hear the promises that are yours in Christ Jesus. 
    In him we have redemption through his blood, 
    the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.
All:   Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, 
  a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Pastor:  At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
  Walk as children of light. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:   And also with you.

HYMN:     200     “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 



4

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY     
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Heidelberg Catechism, Questions & Answers 52, 56, and 57

Leader:  How does Christ’s return “to judge the living and the dead” comfort you?
People:  In all distress and persecution, with uplifted head, I confidently await the 
  very judge who has already offered himself to the judgment of God in my 
  place and removed the whole curse from me. Christ will cast all his 
  enemies and mine into everlasting condemnation, but will take me and all 
  his chosen ones to himself into the joy and glory of heaven.
Leader:  What do you believe concerning “the forgiveness of sins”?
People:  I believe that God, because of Christ’s satisfaction, will no longer 
  remember any of my sins or my sinful nature which I need to struggle 
  against all my life. Rather, by grace God grants me the righteousness of 
  Christ to free me forever from judgment.
Leader:  How does “the resurrection of the body” comfort you?
People:  Not only will my soul be taken immediately after this life to Christ its 
  head, but also my very flesh will be raised by the power of Christ, reunited 
  with my soul, and made like Christ’s glorious body.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     219     “All Praise to Thee, Eternal Lord” st. 1-3 

C O M M I T M E N T



5

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: John 1:9-13
9 10The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 

11world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came 
12

to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
13

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

SERMON:           “He Dwelt Among Us: Into the Darkness, Light”       Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     219     “All Praise to Thee, Eternal Lord” st. 4-5

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103:1-5; Revelation 5:12
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  …who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems 
  your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who 
  satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and  
  wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     324     “Christ Is Coming!” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

There will be no Sunday School classes on Sunday, December 30. Classes resume on 
Sunday, January 6.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

On Monday, December 24, at 5:30pm, Riverwood will conduct a Christmas Eve 
candlelight Communion Service. It is a beautiful time in which we gather as the people of 
God to consider again the wonder of Advent and the beauty of our Savior. Please plan to 
join us with your family for this special time of praise and worship.

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

Due to the holidays, there will be no afternoon or evening activities today. Please enjoy this 
time with your family and friends.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 December 23  No evening activities
 December 30  No evening activities
 January 6   Covenant Kids Club 
 January 13   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

December 24   Sarah Vander Wal
December 25   Lakethia Clark
December 25   Zae Finch
December 25 Allyson Jones



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Riverwood office hours will vary during the holidays. If you need immediate assistance 
during this time, please feel free to contact your elder or deacon.

2018 CONTRIBUTIONS

If you are planning to give before the end of the calendar year, please ensure that your gifts 
make it into the offering plate by Sunday, Dec. 30 or are postmarked by Monday, Dec. 31. 
Any contributions received after that date will be posted to 2019.

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. Next Sunday, December 30, all 
cash and designated gifts will be used for this purpose.

NEW TIMES FOR 2019
Beginning on Sunday, January 6, 2019, Sunday School will begin at 9:30am and morning 
worship at 10:30am. Covenant Kids Club (beginning January 6) and Youth Group 
(beginning January 13) will meet from 5:30-7:00pm.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be a congregational meeting of Riverwood Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 
January 13, 2019 immediately following the morning worship service. The purpose of the 
meeting will be to elect officers and present the 2019 church budget. The officers ballot will 
include two new candidates. Wayne Bell will be presented for the office of Deacon and John 
Kim for the office of Elder. Other officers eligible for re-election will include Tom Arnold 
(deacon), Bruce DeHaan (deacon), Ed Kidder (deacon), Greg Vander Wal (deacon), Steven 
Crawford (elder), Robert Thornton (elder), and Allen Powers (elder). Please plan to attend 
this important meeting of our congregation as we confirm God's call in the lives of his 
servants and provision for the church.

ANGEL TREE

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Angel Tree Ministry. We assisted 16 families 
and 32 children this Christmas. Please continue to keep these families in your prayers.
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
December 23: Lorrie Pate / Monica Urban / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Gabe Henson

December 30: Bob DeWitt / April Henry / Brad & Rachel Yarbro / Michael Henry

DECEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through November 2018:
Operating Income:                 $375,823.06
Operating Expense*: $403,191.92
Net Income:                       ($27,368.86)
Designated gifts:                  $58,334.12
Building loan balance:         $885,046.42

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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