
 What kind of King would leave His throne 
 In Heaven to make this earth His home 
 While men seek fame and great renown 
 In lowliness our King comes down 
     Julie Miller

Infinite and infant. Eternal, and yet born of a woman. Almighty, and yet hanging on a 
woman's breast. Supporting the universe, and yet needing to be carried in a mother's arms. 
King of angels, and yet the reputed son of Joseph. Heir of all things, and yet the carpenter's 
despised son. Oh, the wonder of Christmas.
     Charles Haddon Spurgeon
     (1834-1892)

I marvel at the Lord, the Creator of the universe, who is born, not surrounded by gold and 
silver, but by mud and clay.
     St. Jerome of Bethlehem 
     (340-420)
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

SCRIPTURE READING & LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE:       Matthew 2:1-12                   
                       Marvin & Shannon Skelton

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 24
Pastor:   The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who   
   dwell therein, for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon     
   the rivers.
All:  Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the 
  King of glory may come in.
Pastor:  Who is the King of glory?
All:  The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!
Pastor:  Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the 
  King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory?
All:  The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! 
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     198     “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Revelation 19:11-16
11
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 

12Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame 
of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows 

13
but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called 

14
is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, 

15
were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the 

16winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he 
has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Lord Jesus, you are the King of kings and the Lord of lords. You came humbly, lived 
sinlessly, died sacrificially, and rose victoriously. Please forgive us for doubting your 
goodness and your power. We confess that we doubt your goodness when we ignore your 
guidance and follow our own selfish desires and passions. We confess that we doubt your 
power when we live in anxiety and fear instead of resting in your sovereign care. Please 
forgive us. Holy Spirit, show us the Son and enable us to live in the assurance of his grace 
and authority. We ask this in the name that is above every name, the name Jesus. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Revelation 5
Pastor:  Hear the good news declared by the twenty-four elders who fell down before 

the Lamb. “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you 
were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation…” Jesus Christ has ransomed you 
by his blood. With the thousands of thousands of angels let us declare,

All:  “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and 
  wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     230     “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor”
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY 
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Colossians 1:15-20
Leader:   What do you believe concerning Jesus Christ?
All:    I believe that: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
   creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
   visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
   authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he
   is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the
   head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from
   the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all
   the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile
   to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by
   the blood of his cross.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     225     “Once in Royal David’s City”
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SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 9:1-7
1But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has 
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2
The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
    on them has light shone.
3You have multiplied the nation;
    you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
    as with joy at the harvest,
    as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4For the yoke of his burden,
    and the staff for his shoulder,
    the rod of his oppressor,
    you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
    and every garment rolled in blood
    will be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
    and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7Of the increase of his government and of peace
    there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
    to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                     “The Good King’s Birth”               Rev. Jeff Pate

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     207     “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103 & Galatians 4
Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
Pastor:  He forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases, redeems your life from 
  the pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
All:  When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
  woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, 
  so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Pastor:  And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
  hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 
  and if a son, then an heir through God. Let us eat the feast with thankful 
  hearts as God's redeemed and beloved children.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     218     “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

NO EVENING ACTIVITIES

There will be no Youth Group or Covenant Kids Club this evening. Please enjoy this time 
with your family and friends. 



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. Next Sunday, December 29, 
all cash and designated gifts will be used for this purpose.

2019 CONTRIBUTIONS

If you are planning to give before the end of the calendar year, please ensure that your gifts 
make it into the offering plate by next Sunday, Dec. 29 or are postmarked by Tuesday, Dec. 
31. Any contributions received after that date will be posted to 2020.

ONLINE GIVING SURVEY

If you have not done so already, please take a few moments to complete a survey about 
online giving. It is available through tomorrow on the church website.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

The church office will be closed the weeks of December 23 & 30. If you need immediate 
assistance during this time, please feel free to contact your elder or deacon.

WARRIOR PRESBYTERY WOMEN’S MINISTRY ANNUAL MEETING

Trinity Presbyterian Church will host the Women’s Ministry Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
January 11 beginning at 9:00am. The guest speaker will be Amy Buettner, a member of 
Trinity. Childcare is available, and lunch will be served. Please RSVP to the church office 
(secretary@riverwoodchurch.org) by January 2.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be a congregational meeting immediately after the morning worship service on 
Sunday, January 12, 2020. The purpose of the meeting will be officer elections and a 
presentation of the 2020 budget. Please plan to attend.

PARENTING CONFERENCE: JANUARY 24-25
Mark your calendar! Pick up Flyers! Tell your friends! This conference, titled Gospel-Centered 
Parenting, is not just for parents. Remember, the entire church takes a vow with each child's 
baptism to help the parents raise their children in the Covenant Community. Go to the 
church website to learn more. There is no fee to attend this event.
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

December 22 Gabe Henson
December 22 Eric Williams
December 24 Sarah Vander Wal

December 25 Lakethia Clark
December 25 Zae Finch
December 25 Allyson Jones



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Every Good Endeavor by Tim Keller – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
December 22: Sarah Vander Wal / Joanie Norris / Janalie Graham & David Barnes / April Henry

December 29: April Henry / Ginny Nippert / Michael & April Henry / Aaron Powers

DECEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Bruce DeHaan

Clean Up: Ed Kidder

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through November 2019:
Operating Income:                   $374,803.58
Operating Expense*:  $375,426.11
Net Income:                          ($622.53)
Designated gifts:                   $94,713.55
Building loan balance:          $804,521.01

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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