
 All praise to thee, eternal Lord, 
 clothed in a garb of flesh and blood;  
 choosing a manger for thy throne, 
 while worlds on worlds are thine alone. 

 A little child, thou art our guest,
 that weary ones in thee may rest; 
 forlorn and lowly is thy birth, 
 that we may rise to heav'n from earth.

 Martin Luther

As long as you are proud you cannot know God. A proud man is always looking down on 
things and people: and, of course, as long as you are looking down you cannot see 
something that is above you.
     C. S. Lewis

God chose me because I was weak enough. God does not do his work by large committees. 
He trains somebody to be quiet enough, and little enough, and then uses him.
     Hudson Taylor
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First Sunday of Advent
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

SCRIPTURE READING & LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE:             Matthew 3:1-3                   
             Michael & Karen Singleton

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 84
Pastor:   How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
  My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord;
All:  my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
Pastor:  Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise!
All:  Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
  in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
Pastor:  Better is a day in the courts of the Lord than a thousand elsewhere.
  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     376     “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 3:4-12
4
Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

5was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the 
6Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

7
confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

8 9
come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

10children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
11

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you 
with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals 

12
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond our understanding, and 
you have set us on paths of righteousness for your name's sake. Yet we have strayed from 
your way; we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, through what we have 
done and what we have left undone. As we remember the lavish gift of your grace, we 
praise you and give you thanks that you forgive us yet again. Grant us now the grace to 
die daily to sin, and to rise daily to new life in Christ, who lives and reigns with you, and 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Romans 5:8-9
Pastor:  Lift your eyes, your ears, and your hearts to hear good news. “God 

demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more 
shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!” Through faith in Jesus 
Christ and by God's abundant grace, you are forgiven.

All:  Thanks be to God.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     196     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY 
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
Leader:  Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe that…
    …God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 Jn 1:5)
    …Jesus is the image of the invisible God. (Col. 1:15)
    …we must be perfect, as God is perfect. (Matt. 5:48)
    …all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23)
    …if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
     Christ the righteous. (1 Jn 2:1)
    …God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
     believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.
     (John 3:16)
    …neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
     nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
     anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
     the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:38, 39)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “Holy Spirit” (lyrics on the following page)
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 40:1-5
1 2Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the 

3
Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 

4Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 

5rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                    “Preparing for The Arrival”               Rev. Jeff Pate

H O L Y  S P I R I T

1. Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.

2. Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude.

Kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace; Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

3. Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice,
that in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     498     “Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!” 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103 & Galatians 4
Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
Pastor:  He forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases, redeems your life from 
  the pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
All:  When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
  woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, 
  so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Pastor:  And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
  hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 
  and if a son, then an heir through God. Let us eat the feast with thankful 
  hearts as God's redeemed and beloved children.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     195     “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

COVENANT KIDS CLUB AND YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30-7:00pm. Youth 
Group meets from 5:30-7:30pm in the Barn.

SERMON DISCUSSION

This past month, the Sunday morning sermons focused on a biblical perspective of 
Human Sexuality. Many people struggle with questions and pain in this area. We believe 
the church should be a place to seek answers for our questions and comfort for our pain. 
In order to continue the conversation, there will be a question and answer session this 
evening at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary. 



LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44

ANGEL TREE

The Angel Tree is now in the foyer of the sanctuary. Please pray for this ministry and 
consider participating in this program by doing one or all of the following: 1) Purchasing 
presents (one clothing and one toy item) for a child from the tree, 2) Providing non-
perishable food items, and 3) Participating in the Angel Tree Christmas Party on December 
15. There is a link in your email announcements to sign up to help with the party. Angel 
Tree gifts are due in the foyer or the church office by Dec. 11. You can provide food for the 
baskets until Dec. 15. Questions? Contact Joann Williams.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND FUN DAY

Children 5-12 years old – join us in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, December 14, from 
9:30am–12:30pm. We will have crafts, games, Christmas story, music, and great food. Invite 
a friend to spend the morning with us! Please prayerfully consider participating in this 
program by (1) providing food, (2) helping with crafts, or (3) helping with any of the tasks 
that need to be completed prior to the 14th. There will be a sign-up link in your weekly 
announcement email this Tuesday. For more information, contact Joann Williams.

ONLINE GIVING SURVEY

Riverwood is considering providing an option for online giving and we need your input. 
Please take a few moments to complete a brief online survey by clicking the link in your 
email announcements or by going to the church website and looking under the tab "Forms 
and Sign-ups." Please complete the survey before December 23.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Wednesday, December 11, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
 Sunday, December 15: Combined Sunday School: Sam & Marykathryn Maertens
 Sunday, December 15: Angel Tree Party
 Sunday, December 29: Deacon’s Fund Offering
 Friday-Saturday, January 24-25: Parenting Conference
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S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Every Good Endeavor by Tim Keller – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
November 24: Michael Henry / Vielyana Kim / Bruce & Mickey DeHaan / Quay Finch

December 1: Michael Henry / Lorrie Pate / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Meredith Patridge

NOVEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through October 2019:
Operating Income:                   $351,222.46
Operating Expense*:  $351,002.89
Net Income:                          $219.57
Designated gifts:                   $93,338.55
Building loan balance:          $809,445.46

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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