
 We who must die demand a miracle.
 How could the Eternal do a temporal act,
 The Infinite become a finite fact?
 Nothing can save us that is possible:
 We who must die demand a miracle.
    W. H. Auden
    from For the Time Being: a Christmas Oratorio

John (the Baptist), the central figure of Advent, is the herald of the turn of the ages. He 
arrives announcing the opening event of the end-time. He is the herald of the age to come, 
as prophesied by Malachi at the very end of the Old Testament. It is the coming of the Lord 
that will lift the “curse” from the world.
    Flemming Rutledge 
    from Advent, the Once and Future Coming of Jesus Christ

Our lives are eschatologically stretched between the sneak preview of the new world being 
born among us in the church, and the old world where the principalities and powers are 
reluctant to give way. In the meantime, which is the only time the church has ever known, 
we live as those who know something about the fate of the world that the world does not 
know. And that makes us different.
    Will Willimon
    from Conversion in the Wesleyan Tradition

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Third Sunday of Advent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Clay Staggs

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE            Go, Tell It on the Mountain     Covenant Kids Choir
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

SCRIPTURE READING & LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE:             Malachi 3:1-4
                 Robert & Regina DeWitt

CALL TO WORSHIP: based on 2 Thessalonians 1:9-12
Pastor:  Come and hear the eternal Word. Come and know the Triune God. 
  Come and respond to the gospel of Jesus Christ with humble faith.
All:   When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
  he will inflict vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who 
  do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
Pastor:   When he comes on that day he will be glorified in his saints and marveled at 
  among all who have believed the testimony about him.
All:   May God make us worthy of his calling and fulfill every resolve for good and 
  every work of faith by his power.
Pastor:   May the name of our Lord Jesus be glorified in you, and you in him, according 
  to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     218     “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, 
Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 40:1-8
1 2
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the 
3Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 

4
Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 

5
rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 

6together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What 
7shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass 

withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are 
8

grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond our understanding, and 
you have set us on paths of righteousness for your name's sake. Yet we have strayed from 
your way; we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, through what we have 
done and what we have left undone. As we remember the lavish gift of your grace 
symbolized in baptism, O God, we praise you and give you thanks that you forgive us yet 
again. Grant us now, we pray, the grace to die daily to sin, and to rise daily to new life in 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you, and in whose strong name we pray. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 1 Peter 1 & 2 Peter 3
Pastor:   Lift your hearts and hear the good news of salvation. You were ransomed 
    from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers not with perishable 
    things such as silver or gold,
All:   …but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
  blemish or spot.
Pastor:  Now consider what sort of people you ought to be in lives of holiness and 
  godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming day of God.
All:   According to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth 
  in which righteousness dwells.  
Pastor:  As you wait for the Lord, may the peace of Christ be with you all.
All:   And also with you.

HYMN:     “Our God Reigns” (lyrics on page 6)



4

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY     
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

SACRAMENT OF COVENANT BAPTISM          Evelyn Mae Tulipan
         daughter of Johnny & Amelia Tulipan

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     197     “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 

C O M M I T M E N T
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: John 1:4-8, 15
4 5In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 

6the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
7

John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
8 15

him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light... (John bore witness 
about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’”)

SERMON:                  “He Dwelt Among Us: Star Witness”       Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     320     “Rejoice, All Ye Believers” 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103:1-5; Revelation 5:12
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  …who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems 
  your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who 
  satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and  
  wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     225     “Once in Royal David’s City” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

The Angel Tree Party is tonight from 5:00 - 6:30. Anyone is welcome to attend. Our guests 
will be doing crafts, and there will be games, the Christmas Story, and dinner. We will also 
be distributing the gifts and food bags after dinner.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 December 16  Angel Tree Party 
 December 23  No evening activities
 December 30  No evening activities
 January 6   Covenant Kids Club 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

O U R  G O D  R E I G N S

1. How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him
Who brings good news, good news

Announcing peace, proclaiming news of happiness.
Our God reigns; our God reigns!

Chorus:
Our God reigns! Our God reigns!
Our God reigns! Our God reigns!

2. He had no stately form; He had no majesty,
That we should be drawn to Him.

He was despised, and we took no account of Him,
Yet now He reigns with the Most High. (Chorus)

3. Out of the tomb He came with grace and majesty;
He is alive, He is alive.

God loves us so – see here His hands, His feet, His side.
Yes, we know He is alive. (Chorus)

Words and music by Leonard E. Smith, Jr.
©1974, 1978 L. E. Smith, Jr./New Jerusalem Music; CCLI license #11239744



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

There will be no Sunday School classes on Sundays December 23 and 30. Classes resume on 
Sunday, January 6.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Riverwood office hours will vary during the holidays. If you need immediate assistance 
during this time, please feel free to contact your elder or deacon.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

On Monday, December 24, at 5:30pm, Riverwood will conduct a Christmas Eve candlelight 
Communion Service. It is a beautiful time in which we gather as the people of God to 
consider again the wonder of Advent and the beauty of our Savior. Please plan to join us 
with your family for this special time of praise and worship.

2018 CONTRIBUTIONS

If you are planning to give before the end of the calendar year, please ensure that your gifts 
make it into the offering plate by Sunday, Dec. 30 or are postmarked by Monday, Dec. 31. 
Any contributions received after that date will be posted to 2019.

NEW TIMES FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL & WORSHIP

Beginning on Sunday, January 6, 2019, Sunday School will begin at 9:30am and morning 
worship at 10:30am.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be a congregational meeting of Riverwood Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 
January 13, 2019 immediately following the morning worship service. The purpose of the 
meeting will be to elect officers and present the 2019 church budget. The officers ballot will 
include two new candidates. Wayne Bell will be presented for the office of Deacon and John 
Kim for the office of Elder. Other officers eligible for re-election will include Tom Arnold 
(deacon), Bruce DeHaan (deacon), Ed Kidder (deacon), Greg Vander Wal (deacon), Steven 
Crawford (elder), Robert Thornton (elder), and Allen Powers (elder). Please plan to attend 
this important meeting of our congregation as we confirm God's call in the lives of his 
servants and provision for the church.
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

December 22   Gabe Henson
December 22 Eric Williams



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
December 16: Aaron Powers / Katharine Bedsole / April & Michael Henry / Meredith Patridge

December 23: Lorrie Pate / Monica Urban / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Gabe Henson

DECEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through November 2018:
Operating Income:                 $375,823.06
Operating Expense*: $403,191.92
Net Income:                       ($27,368.86)
Designated gifts:                  $58,334.12
Building loan balance:         $885,046.42

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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