
 Break forth, O beauteous heav'nly light,
 And usher in the morning.
 Ye shepherds, shrink not with affright,
 The day of grace is dawning.
 This Child, though weak in infancy,
 Our confidence and joy shall be,
  The pow'r of Satan breaking,
  Our peace with God now making.   
    Johann Rist
    1607-1667

“The Word became flesh!” In this simple, yet sublime enunciation, we have the whole Gospel 
comprehended in a word. From the glorious orb of light which is here made to burst on 
our view, all that would else be dark and chaotic becomes at once irradiated with the bright 
majesty and everlasting harmony of truth itself. The incarnation is the key that unlocks the 
sense of all God's revelations.
    John Williamson Nevin
    from The Mystical Presence

 Like every newborn, he has come very far. 
 His eyes are closed against the brilliance of the star. 
 So glorious is he, he goes to this immoderate length 
 to show his love for us, discarding power and strength. 
 Girded for war, humility his mighty dress, 
 He moves into the battle wholly weaponless. 
    Madeleine L'Engle
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RIVERWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
T U S C A L O O S A ,  A L A B A M A

D ecember  15 ,  2019    • 10 :30  Se r v i c e   • J e f f  Pa t e ,  Pa s to r  Rev.  

Third Sunday of Advent
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

SCRIPTURE READING & LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE:                John 1:1-14                   
                   Sam & Marykathryn Maertens

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 143:8; 57:9-11
Pastor:   O Lord, let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I trust.   
   Make me know the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.
All:   I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; 
  I will sing praises to you among the nations.
Pastor:   For your steadfast love is great to the heavens, 
  your faithfulness to the clouds.
All:   Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! 
  Let your glory be over all the earth!
Pastor:   Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     80     “Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 6:19-24
19
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

20thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
21moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 

22
treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is 

23
healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will 

24
be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one 
can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Almighty God, you have secured eternal blessings for us through the life, death, and 
resurrection of your Son. We confess that we still seek worldly fortune and neglect 
eternal treasures. Please forgive us. Lord Jesus, you dwell in eternal light and in you there 
is no darkness at all. Please have mercy on us for dabbling in the darkness in this world 
instead of exposing it through the truth of your Word. Holy Spirit, you have shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. Now shine through us so that we might be lights in the world. We ask this in 
Jesus name. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Hebrews 10:19-23
Pastor:  Since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by 

the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let 
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water. By faith in our high priest, Jesus Christ, you are washed and forgiven.

All:  Thanks be to God!
Pastor:  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
  promised is faithful. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     212     “Within a Crib My Savior Lay”
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY 
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:   Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
   and of all things visible and invisible.

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
   of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
   very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
   by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
   down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
   Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
   Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
   according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
   right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
   the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

   And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
   proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
   Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

   And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
   one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
   the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     200     “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
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SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 60:1-5

1Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
    and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
    and his glory will be seen upon you.
3And nations shall come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4
Lift up your eyes all around, and see;

    they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
    and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
5Then you shall see and be radiant;
    your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                       “Arise, Shine!”               Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     224     “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D
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RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103 & Galatians 4
Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
Pastor:  He forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases, redeems your life from 
  the pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
All:  When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
  woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, 
  so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Pastor:  And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
  hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 
  and if a son, then an heir through God. Let us eat the feast with thankful 
  hearts as God's redeemed and beloved children.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     214     “Angels We Have Heard on High”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11

ANGEL TREE PARTY

Everyone is invited to the Angel Tree party in the Fellowship Hall tonight from 5:00–6:30. 

YOUTH GROUP

Youth Group meets tonight from 5:30-7:30pm in the Barn. We will be working together to 
fill 300+ gift bags for inmates. Pizza will be provided.



SUNDAY SCHOOL IN DECEMBER

Adult Sunday School classes will be combined next Sunday, December 22, in the 
Fellowship Hall. Jeff will continue teaching on the juxtaposition of music and theology in 
Handel's Messiah. 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY

The RPC Youth Christmas party will be this Wednesday, December 18 at the Pates' house. 
The fun will begin at 6 p.m. and wrap up around 8. The evening will include games, "best" 
Christmas attire competition, dirty Santa gift exchange (less than $10 per), food, and more. 
Girls are asked to bring a salty snack and guys a sweet snack to share.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE

On Tuesday, December 24, at 6:00pm, Riverwood will have its annual Christmas Eve 
candlelight Communion Service. It is a beautiful time in which we gather as the people of 
God to consider again the wonder of Advent and the beauty of our Savior. Please plan to 
join us with your family for this special time of praise and worship.

ONLINE GIVING SURVEY

Riverwood is considering providing an option for online giving and we need your input. 
Please take a few moments to complete a brief online survey by clicking the link in your 
email announcements or by going to the church website and looking under the tab "Forms 
and Sign-ups." Please complete the survey before December 23.

2019 CONTRIBUTIONS

If you are planning to give before the end of the calendar year, please ensure that your gifts 
make it into the offering plate by Sunday, Dec. 29 or are postmarked by Tuesday, Dec. 31. 
Any contributions received after that date will be posted to 2020.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Riverwood office hours will vary during the holidays. If you need immediate assistance 
during this time, please feel free to contact your elder or deacon.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be a congregational meeting immediately after the morning worship service on 
Sunday, January 12, 2020. The purpose of the meeting will be officer elections and a 
presentation of the 2020 budget. Please plan to attend.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Sunday, December 29: Deacon’s Fund Offering
 Saturday, January 11: Warrior Presbytery Women’s Ministry Annual Meeting
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S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Every Good Endeavor by Tim Keller – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
December 15: Lynn Tootle / Katharine Bedsole / Vielyana Kim & Meg Sigmon / Calvin Kim

December 22: Sarah Vander Wal / Joanie Norris / Janalie Graham & David Barnes / April Henry

DECEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Bruce DeHaan

Clean Up: Ed Kidder

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through November 2019:
Operating Income:                   $374,803.58
Operating Expense*:  $375,426.11
Net Income:                          ($622.53)
Designated gifts:                   $94,713.55
Building loan balance:          $804,521.01

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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