
R E F L E C T I O N S

In the cheerless waste of pagan corruption the small and despised band of Christians
was an oasis fresh with life and hope. It was the salt of the earth,  and the light of the
world. Poor in this world's goods, it bore the imperishable treasures of the kingdom of
heaven. Meek and lowly in heart, it was destined, according to the promise of the Lord,
without a stroke of the sword, to inherit the earth. In submission it conquered; by
suffering and death it won the crown of life. 

They think us senseless because we worship this Christ, who was crucified for us under
Pontius Pilate, as God next to the Father. But they would not say so, if they knew the
mystery of the cross. By its fruits they may know it. We, who once lived in debauchery,
now study chastity; we, who dealt in sorceries, have consecrated ourselves  to the good,
the increate (uncreated) God; we, who loved money and possessions above all things
else, now devote our property freely to the general good, and give to every needy one;
we, who fought and killed each other, now pray for our enemies; those who persecute
us in hatred, we kindly try to appease, in the hope that they may share the same
blessings we enjoy.

Philip Schaff 
History of the Christian Church                                       

Justin Martyr
2nd Century Christian Apologist



Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard,
on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes!
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.
United in Christ, come, let us worship!

October 2, 2022 10:30 Worship Service 17th Sunday after Pentecost

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Rev. Jeff Pate
Assisting Elder, Clay Staggs; Pianist, Ginny Coleman 

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 133 
Pastor:
All:

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:

P R A I S E

HYMN:   #363 "We Gather Together"        

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

· ·

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

PRELUDE



SCRIPTURE READING:  

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N  

·“If you return, O Israel, declares the Lord, to me you should return. If you remove your
detestable things from my presence, and do not waver, 2 and if you swear, ‘As the Lord
lives,’ in truth, in justice, and in righteousness, then nations shall bless themselves in
him, and in him shall they glory.” 3 For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and
Jerusalem: “Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. 4 Circumcise
yourselves to the Lord; remove the foreskin of your hearts, O men of Judah and
inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to
quench it, because of the evil of your deeds.”

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly confess our sins
and ask your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure heart, nor have we loved our
neighbor as ourselves. We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with
you, our God. Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion,
cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
Do not cast us from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of
your salvation and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 

Jeremiah 4:1-4 

based on Psalm 51:10-12 



A S S U R A N C E  &  C O M M I T T M E N T  

·

HYMN:  #170 "Fairest Lord Jesus"

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  

Pastor:

All:

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

from 1 John 4 

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Westminster Confession of Fatih, XXVI.I

Leader:
All: All saints, that are united to Jesus Christ their Head, by His Spirit, and by faith,

have fellowship with Him in His grace, sufferings, death, resurrection, and
glory: and, being united to one another in love, they have communion in each
other's gifts and graces, and are obliged to the performance of such duties,
public and private, as do conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and
outward man.

Christian, what do you believe about the communion of the saints? 



R E C E I V I N G  T H E  W O R D  

·

SCRIPTURE:  Romans 12:9-16

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER                                                                                               

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

HYMN:  #597 "Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire"

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON: "How the World Was Changed" Rev. Jeff Pate 



R E S P O N D I N G  T O  T H E  W O R D  

HYMN: #597 "O Church, Arise"

O Church, arise, and put your armor on; Hear the call of Christ our Captain;
For now the weak can say that they are strong in the strength that God has given.

With shield of faith and belt of truth, we'll stand against the Devil's lies:
An army bold, whose battle cry is love, reaching out to those in darkness.

Our call to war- to love the captive soul, but to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole, we will fight with faith and valor.

When faced with trials on every side, we know the outcome is secure;
And Christ will have the prize for which He died: an inheritance of nations.

Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet, as the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, for the Conqueror has risen!

And as the stone is rolled away, and Christ emerges from the grave,
This victory march continues till the day every eye and heart shall see Him. 

So, Spirit come, put strength in every stride; give grace for every hurdle;
That we may run with faith to win the prize of a servant good and faithful.

As saints of old still line the way, retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls and hunger for the day when with Christ we stand in glory.

Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744
 



T H E  S A C R A M E N T  &  B E N E D I C T I O N  

PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Pastor:

All:

Eternal God, let your Holy Spirit move in power over us and over these
earthly gifts of bread and wine, that our sharing of them may be for us
the communion of the body and blood of Christ, and that we may
become one in him. May his coming in glory find us ever watchful in
prayer, strong in truth and love, and faithful in the breaking of the bread.
Then, at last, all peoples will be free, all divisions healed, and with your
whole creation we will sing your praise, through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   263 "Lift High the Cross" 
Refrain:

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the
world adore his sacred name.

 
Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath

the shadow of its healing peace. 
(Refrain)

 

 

HYMN:   #342 "Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation"             



A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

RIVERWOOD PRAYER FOR 2022 

Today
October 9 
October 16
October 30

Covenant Kids and Youth Ministry meet tonight at 5:30 
New Members' class and luncheon after worship. No p.m. activities. 
Covenant Kids and Youth @ Sheppards' house from 4 to 6:30 p.m.
Reformation Celebration from 4:30 to 7 p.m.   

Almighty God, fill us with the knowledge of your will that we may walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God. Holy Spirit, strengthen us with all power,
according to your glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy that we may
constantly give thanks to our Heavenly Father, who has qualified us to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light.

Through September 2022 
Operating Income:
Operating Expense*:
 Net Income:
Designated Gifts: 
Building Loan Balance: 

$316,053.31
$356,989.28
($40,935.97)

$92,273.27
$644,543.61

Birthdays 
October 8          Karen Canevaro       

*Includes minimum monthly building loan payment 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE RUFi 
RUF has a specific ministry called RUFi that serves international students. Several of
our college students are leaders in this particular ministry and are looking for church
members to come alongside them as they share the gospel with students from all
across the world.  If you would like to serve, host, or provide food you can contact Anna
Gardner Herren at (205) 864-3645. 


