
Remorse precedes true repentance. Changed behavior follows true repentance. But this 
necessary prelude and postlude of true repentance are not themselves the essence of 
repentance. True repentance is a denial that anything in us ever would or ever could satisfy 
God's holiness or compel His pardon. We humbly concede that we can offer nothing for 
what He alone can give. Then we rest in His promise to forgive those who humbly seek 
Him… Repentance, therefore, is fundamentally a humble expression of a desire for a 
renewed relationship with God – a relationship that we confess can be secured only by His 
grace.

     Bryan Chappell, Holiness by Grace

The story of paradise lost becoming paradise regained is the story of God's grace bringing 
us from alienation from him to membership in his family. God's grace restores us to what 
Adam lost for us–sonship to the God who made us, loves us, and provides for us in every 
detail in life.
     Sinclair Ferguson

A man is said to be justified in the sight of God when in the judgment of God he is 
deemed righteous, and is accepted on account of his righteousness; for as iniquity is 
abominable to God, so neither can the sinner find grace in his sight, so far as he is and so 
long as he is regarded as a sinner. Hence, wherever sin is, there also are the wrath and 
vengeance of God. He, on the other hand, is justified who is regarded not as a sinner, but 
as righteous, and as such stands acquitted at the judgment-seat of God, where all sinners 
are condemned.  

     John Calvin
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WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 

P R A I S E
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 71
Leader:  In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame.
All:  In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 
  incline your ear to me, and save me! 
Leader:  I will hope continually and will praise you yet more and more.
All:  My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation 
  all the day, for their number is past my knowledge.
Leader:  With the mighty deeds of the LORD GOD I will come; 
  I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone. 
  Come, let us worship! 

HYMN:     38     “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 32:1-5
 1

 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
      whose sin is covered.
 2 Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity,
      and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
 3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
      through my groaning all day long.
 4

 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
      my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah
 5

 I acknowledged my sin to you,
      and I did not cover my iniquity;
     I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
      and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:     
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what 
we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 2 Corinthians 5
Pastor:  Now lift your heads and hear the good news! Those who have faith in Jesus Christ 
   have been united to him. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has   
   passed away; behold, the new has come. This is from God, who through Christ 
   reconciled us to himself. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
   that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
   The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:    246     “Man of Sorrows! What a Name”

C O N F E S S I O N  &  A S S U R A N C E  O F  P A R D O N
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Colossians 1:15-20
Leader:   What do you believe concerning Jesus Christ?
All:    I believe that: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
   creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
   visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
   authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he
   is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the
   head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from
   the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all
   the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile
   to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by
   the blood of his cross.   

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     341     “O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping through Us”



P R E A C H I N G  T H E  W O R D
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SCRIPTURE: Luke 18:9-14
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

10treated others with contempt:  “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
11and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I 

thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this 
12 13

tax collector.  I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’  But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, 

14be merciful to me, a sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather 
than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                          “Justified”                                Rev. Jeff Pate
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     “In Christ Alone”

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace,  when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save:

Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied -
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine - bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

Words and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
©2002 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor:   Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pastor:   Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:   The gifts of God for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
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C L O S I N G H Y M N & B E N E D I C T I O N

HYMN:     122     “God, All Nature Sings Thy Glory”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  August 14  Promotion Sunday 
     Church wide fellowship at Bowers Park Pool 
  August 17  Children’s Catechism Resumes
  August 21  College Luncheon
     Covenant Kids Resumes
  September 12  One-to-One Bible Reading Class
  September 18  Retirement Celebration for Beth Almeida

RIVERWOOD PRAYER FOR 2022
Almighty God, fill us with the knowledge of your will that we may walk in a manner worthy of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God. Holy Spirit, strengthen us with all power, according to your glorious might, for 

all endurance and patience with joy that we may constantly give thanks to our Heavenly Father, 
who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.                               

A N N O U N C E M E N T S



8

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

BIRTHDAYS

August 9 Michael Zheng
August 10 Katherine Odom

Through July 2022
Operating Income:              $257,643.26
Operating Expense*:     $265,856.66
Net Income:                    ($8,213.40)
Designated gifts:       $84,756.15
Building loan balance:     $656,787.30

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 33; Hebrews 11:1-16; Luke 12:32-40

PIER GROUPS

We want to encourage all of our members to be involved in the study of God’s Word 
alongside other believers. One of the avenues for doing so here are Riverwood is in home 
Bible studies we call Pier Groups. To find out more about the current groups meeting and 
the ones that will be starting soon, ask one of elders after the service or visit the church’s 
website.

INVITATION TO THE SHEPPARDS’ FARM

Dusty, Erin, Hunter, and Jake are extending an open invitation to you, their church family, to 
come enjoy a Sunday afternoon on the farm. Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy swimming, hiking, 

biking, miniature goats, chicks, and each other from 1-5 p.m today. 
The address is 26421 Hwy 86, Gordo, AL 35466. 

NO YOUTH GROUP OR COVENANT KIDS TONIGHT

Youth and Kids will be off this week to give our volunteers a break before the start of the new 
semester. Our normal schedule will resume on August 21. 

FALL SEMESTER KICKOFF

We have rented Bower's Pool on Sunday, August 14 from 5-8 pm. If you know anyone that is 
looking for a church home, this would be a great event to invite them to! The church will 

provide the meat (main course), paper products, ice, and drinks for the meal. All that leaves 
you to bring is a side and/or dessert item to share. If you have any questions see Joann 

Williams or Zac Martin. 

MEAL FOR JUMPSTART

Riverwood has been helping the men in the Jumpstart program by providing a meal for 12-15 
people once a month. This month we will be providing the meal on August 12. If you can help 

with the meal or have questions, contact Pastor Jeff. Also, if you are interested in helping by 
coordinating this monthly opportunity for the church to serve, please let him know. 
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