
We (Christians) tend to give the impression that we will hold on to the outward forms 
whatever happens, even if God really is not there. But the opposite ought to be true of us, 
so that people can see that we demand the truth of what is there and that we are not 
dealing merely with platitudes. In other words, it should be understood that we take this 
question of truth and personality so seriously that if God were not there, we would be 
among the first to have the courage to step out of the queue.
      Francis Schaeffer
      The God Who Is There

If we doubt or do not believe that God is gracious and pleased with us, or if we 
presumptuously expect to please Him through our works, then all [our compliance with the 
law] is pure deception, outwardly honoring God, but inwardly setting up self as a false 
savior. Note for yourself, then, how far apart these two are: keeping the First 
Commandment with outward works only, and keeping it with inward [justifying faith]. For 
this last makes true, living children of God, the other only makes worse idolatry and the 
most mischievous hypocrites on earth... 

     Martin Luther

Joy is not gush; joy is not jolliness. Joy is simply perfect acquiescence in God's will, because 
the soul delights itself in God himself.

     Amy Carmichael

 I arise today through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity,
  through belief in the Threeness, 
  through confession of the Oneness of the Creator of creation.
      Opening lines of St. Patrick's Breastplate

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Dr. Linda Graham, piano; Mary Clare Johnson, violin

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE          This Is My Father's World
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 115
Pastor:   Praise the Lord!
All:  Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, 
  for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!
Pastor:  Why should the nations say, “Where is your God?” 
  Our God is in heaven and does all that he pleases.
All:  We will bless the Lord from this time forth and forevermore. 
  Praise the Lord!
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     53     “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Corinthians 10:6-14
6 7Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be 
idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up 

8
to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand 

9fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by 
10 11serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these 

things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom 
12the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 

13
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let 

you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, 
14that you may be able to endure it. Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
God of grace, we confess that we have elevated the things of this world above you. We have made 
idols of possessions and people and used your name for causes that are not consistent with you 
and your purposes. We have permitted our schedules to come first and have not taken the time to 
worship you. We have not always honored those who guided us in life. We have participated in 
systems that take life instead of give it. We have been unfaithful in our covenant relationships. We 
have yearned for, and sometimes taken, that which is not ours, and we have misrepresented 
others' intentions. Forgive us, O God, for the many ways we fall short of your glory. Help us to 
learn to live together according to your ways through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Ezekiel 36 & Titus 3
Pastor:    Through the prophet Ezekiel, God promised, “I will sprinkle clean water on 
    you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 
    idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I 
    will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and 
    give you a heart of flesh.”
All:  When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 
  saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according 
  to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
  Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
  so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the 
  hope of eternal life.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     172     “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” 



4

C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY             When I Survey the Wondrous Cross         
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF PETITION

HYMN:     145     “The Spirit Breathes upon the Word” 
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 115
1
Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory,

    for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!
2
Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”

3
Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.

4
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.

5
They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see.

6
They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell.

7
They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk;

    and they do not make a sound in their throat.
8
Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.

9
O Israel, trust in the Lord! He is their help and their shield.

10
O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord! He is their help and their shield.

11
You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord! He is their help and their shield.

12
The Lord has remembered us; he will bless us;

    he will bless the house of Israel;
    he will bless the house of Aaron;
13
he will bless those who fear the Lord, both the small and the great.

14
May the Lord give you increase, you and your children!

15May you be blessed by the Lord, who made heaven and earth!
16The heavens are the Lord's heavens, 
 but the earth he has given to the children of man.
17The dead do not praise the Lord, nor do any who go down into silence.
18But we will bless the Lord from this time forth and forevermore.
Praise the Lord!

SERMON:                         “Where Is Your God?”                    Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     449     “We Rest on Thee” st. 1, 2
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Pastor:  Our Savior Jesus Christ has ordained and instituted this Holy Supper to 
  nourish and sustain those who are born again and ingrafted into his family: 
  his church. Christ has instituted an earthly and visible bread as the 
  sacrament of his body and wine as the sacrament of his blood.
People:  Just as truly as we take and hold the sacraments in our hands and eat and 
  drink it in our mouths, by which our life is then sustained, so truly we 
  receive into our souls, for our spiritual life, the true body and true blood 
  of Christ, our only Savior. We receive these by faith, which is the hand 
  and mouth of our souls.
Pastor:  This banquet is a spiritual table at which Christ communicates himself to 
  us with all his benefits.
People:  By use of this holy sacrament, we are moved to a fervent love of God and 
  of our neighbors.
     Adapted from the Belgic Confession, Article 35�

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     449     “We Rest on Thee” st. 3, 4

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  

C O M M U N I O N

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Youth groups also meet tonight – Junior 
High from 4:30-6:10pm, and Senior High from 5:40-7:45pm.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 August 26  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 September 2 No evening activities (Labor Day holiday)
 September 9 College Lunch / Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

1 Kings 8:22-30, 41-43; Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18; Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Meeting in the Administration Building: A call to mission work! How should we follow the 
command of Jesus to take the Gospel to all corners of the earth? Gene Martin leads a 
discussion class on the book Radical by David Platt.
Meeting in the Fellowship Hall: This morning we began a new adult Sunday School series, 
taught by Jimmy Hopper, called Beginnings: Studies in Genesis. We will look at how everything 
began – the universe, nature, man, marriage, sin, evil, race, nationalities – everything that 
God gave man and that man subverted. The series will be Biblically-based and will also 
address how we, as God's people, should address both God's gifts and their subversion in a 
post-modern world. There will be a time set aside at the end of each lesson for commentary 
and conversation.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Matthew: Part One, Establishing the Kingdom of God on Earth by Jen Wilkin
Study groups will meet beginning next week on Sept. 5 and 6. Three groups are offered: 
Wednesday mornings at 10:00am in the Administration Building, Wednesday evenings at 
6:00pm at the home of Lori Turner (no childcare available), and Thursday evenings at 
6:30pm in the Administration Building (childcare available). If you plan to attend Thursday 
nights and need childcare, please notify Lorrie Pate. Materials will be available at the first 
meeting, and a $10 donation is appreciated to help with printing costs.

SNACKS NEEDED FOR CATECHISM

Non-perishable snack items are needed for Catechism. If you are able to help, please place 
your donation in the box that is in the foyer of the sanctuary. Suggested items are individual 
packets of crackers, cookies, chips, and candy items (NO Peanuts please). Thank you in 
advance for helping with Children's Ministries.

THANK YOU FROM WINGS OF GRACE

Thank you, friends of Riverwood, for your generous donation to the Wings of Grace 
Ministry. We plan to use it to purchase grocery items for the clients. You are a blessing!
     -Mrs. Terri Hibbard, Director, & the DeHaans
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

August 26       Johnny Tulipan
August 28       Caleb Drinkard
August 29       Michelle Moss

August 29       Lynn Tootle
August 31       Paul Vermilyea
September 1   Chris Locklear



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Jeff & Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Brad & Rachel Yarbro

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
August 26: Michael Henry / Sarah Vander Wal / Caleigh Henson & Meg Sigmon / Daniel Page

September 2: Heather Henson / Meg Sigmon / Greg Vander Wal & Olivia Patridge / James Urban

AUGUST DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through July 2018:
Operating Income:                 $250,512.65
Operating Expense*: $252,269.42
Net Income:                         ($1,756.77)
Designated gifts:                 $22,086.00
Building loan balance:        $907,505.78

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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