
Wicked men obey from fear; good men, from love.

      Augustine

There is no question that obedience to God’s commands prompted by fear or merit-
seeking is not true obedience. The only obedience acceptable to God is constrained and 
impelled by love, because “love is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:10). God’s law as 
revealed in His Word prescribes our duty, but love provides the correct motive for 
obedience. We obey God’s law, not to be loved, but because we are loved in Christ.

      Jerry Bridges, Transforming Grace

There is no conflict between the gratification of desire and the enhancement of man’s 
pleasure, on the one hand, and fulfillment of God’s command on the other… The tension 
that often exists within us between a sense of duty and wholehearted spontaneity is a 
tension that arises from sin and a disobedient will. No such tension would have invaded 
the heart of unfallen man. And the operations of saving grace are directed to the end of 
removing the tension so that there may be, as there was with man at the beginning, the 
perfect complementation of duty and pleasure, of commandment and love.

      John Murray, Principles of Conduct
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WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 

P R A I S E
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 92
Pastor:  It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most 

High; to declare your steadfast love in the morning and your faithfulness by 
night, to the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.

All:  For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 
  at the works of your hands I sing for joy.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship! 

HYMN:     660     “O God beyond All Praising”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING: Exodus 20:1-7
 2

And God spoke all these words, saying,  “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
 3  

the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me.
4
 You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 

5heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of 

6
those who hate me,  but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 

 7
keep my commandments.  You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for 
the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: from a Puritan’s Prayer
Eternal Father, you are good beyond all thought, but I am vile, wretched, miserable, and 
blind. My lips are ready to confess, but my heart is slow to feel, and my ways reluctant to 
improve. I bring my soul to you; break it, wound it, bend it, mold it. Unmask to me sin’s 
deformity, that I may hate it, be repulsed by it, and flee from it. I have seen the purity 
and beauty of your perfect law, the calm dignity of the walk to which it calls, yet I daily 
violate and look down on its precepts. I have sinned against you and ignored your will for 
my life. For all these sins I mourn, lament, and cry for pardon. Work in me more 
profound and abiding repentance. Give me the fullness of a godly grief that trembles and 
fears, yet ever trusts and loves, which is ever powerful, and ever confident. Grant that 
through the tears of repentance I may see more clearly the brightness and glories of the 
saving cross. I ask this all in Jesus’s name. Amen.  

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Revelation 1
Pastor:   Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
    from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful 
    witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who 
    loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom,  
    priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
    Amen. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

C O N F E S S I O N  &  A S S U R A N C E  O F  P A R D O N
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C O M M I T M E N T

HYMN:    178     “There Is No Name So Sweet on Earth”

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.



P R E A C H I N G  T H E  W O R D
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     679     “‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 25:14-30
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 

15them his property.  To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
16

according to his ability. Then he went away.  He who had received the five talents went at 
17

once and traded with them, and he made five talents more.  So also he who had the two 
18talents made two talents more.  But he who had received the one talent went and dug in 

19the ground and hid his master's money.  Now after a long time the master of those 
20servants came and settled accounts with them.  And he who had received the five talents 

came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; 
21

here, I have made five talents more.’  His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the 

22joy of your master.’  And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, 
23

you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’  His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

24
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’  He also who had received the one 
talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did 

25not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed,  so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
26

your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’  But his master answered him, 
‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather 

27
where I scattered no seed?  Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 

28and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.  So take the 
29talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents.  For to everyone who has will 

more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what 
30

he has will be taken away.  And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                 “Softened Hearts & Faithful Lives”                    Rev. Jeff Pate
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C O M M U N I O N & B E N E D I C T I O N

HYMN:       “Jesus, Strong and Kind”

Jesus said that if I thirst, I should come to Him.
No one else can satisfy, I should come to Him.

Jesus said if I am weak, I should come to Him.
No one else can be my strength, I should come to Him.

Chorus:
For the Lord is good and faithful. He will keep us day and night.

We can always run to Jesus. Jesus, strong and kind.

Jesus said that if I fear, I should come to Him.
No one else can be my shield. I should come to Him.

Jesus said if I am lost, He will come to me.
And He showed me on that cross. He will come to me.

Words and music by Colin Buchanan, Michael Farren, Jonny Robinson, & Rich Thompson
©2019 CityAlight Music; CCLI license #11239744

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor:   Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pastor:   Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:   The gifts of God for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN:     324     “Christ Is Coming!”

BENEDICTION
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)                      

RPC Mission Statement

Riverwood Presbyterian Church exists to praise, glorify, and honor the Triune God and   
his work by making disciples through… 

- gospel-centered worship,
- oversight of its members baptized in his name,
- teaching of wisdom, truth, knowledge and godliness, 
- initiation and cultivation of Christlike fellowship, prayer, study of Scripture, and 

sacrificial service, 
- and proclamation of the good news within and outside the Riverwood community.

ATTENTION ALL LADIES!
Warrior Presbytery Annual Women's Retreat - August 27 from 9-1 at First Presbyterian 

Church Aliceville.  Come hear a thoughtful message titled Loneliness, Love, Literature, and 
Loss given by Betsy Carmichael, pastor's wife from Demopolis Presbyterian Church and 

mother of eight. Lunch is provided, so please RSVP to Lorrie Pate, 205-771-0158 by 
Sunday, August 21 if you will be attending.  We will plan to have a carpool leaving from 

the church at 7:30 on Saturday morning for anyone who would like to ride together.  Invite 
a friend, bring your teenage daughters, and let's enjoy a time of fellowship together!
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Through July 2022
Operating Income:              $257,643.26
Operating Expense*:     $265,856.66
Net Income:                    ($8,213.40)
Designated gifts:       $84,756.15
Building loan balance:     $656,787.30

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm103; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17

COLLEGE LUNCHEON TODAY

Today, all college students (undergraduate and graduate) are invited to come to the Pates’ 
house for lunch and fellowship. The address is 2030 Idlewood Drive, Tuscaloosa.
 Parking is on the street and it would be helpful if some of you could carpool over. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  August 21  College Luncheon
     Covenant Kids & Youth Resume Tonight @ 5:30
  September 11  One-to-One Bible Reading Class
  September 18  Retirement Celebration for Beth Almeida

SNACKS NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Catechism and Covenant Kid's Club resume next week.  We will be providing snacks for 

approximately 45-55 kids per week.  If you can help by donating individual snack bags (no 

peanuts/nuts) and individual drink pouches/boxes (e.g. Capri, Koolaid), it will be greatly 

appreciated.  Thank you!

Please Pray for Our Children

As we resume Catechism and Covenant Kid's Club, we ask that you pray for these ministries.  We 

ask that you pray for:

1.        The Holy Spirit to write God's word upon the hearts of the children.

2.       The children sing with joy and the songs will be tools to teach God's truths.

3.       The children will have a fun and safe time each week.

4.       The Holy Spirit will guide the words and actions of the teachers and helpers and that 

 they are salt and light to the children.
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