
I suggest we look at the Old Testament as a history of redemption. In other words, the key to 
the Old Testament is not the part Israel plays—as important as that is—but the part God 
plays in redeeming a people from slavery and making them his own.
     Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel and Kingdom

If man had his way, the plan of redemption would be an endless and bloody conflict. In 
reality, salvation was bought not by Jesus' fist, but by His nail-pierced hands; not by muscle 
but by love; not by vengeance but by forgiveness; not by force but by sacrifice.
     A. W. Tozer

Joy is not a requirement of Christian discipleship, it is a consequence. It is not what we
have to acquire in order to experience life in Christ; it is what comes to us when we are
walking in the way of faith and obedience. 
     Eugene Peterson
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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME              Here I Am, Lord     Daniel Schutte
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE   
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 40
Pastor:   I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry.
All:  He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog.
Pastor:  He set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.
All:  He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 
  Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord.
Pastor:  May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
  may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great is the Lord!”   
  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     97     “We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Ephesians 4:17-24
17
Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in 

18the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the 
19life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. They 

have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every 
20 21

kind of impurity. But that is not the way you learned Christ!— assuming that you have 
22

heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, 
23which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and 

24to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the 
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
All:    Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond our 
     understanding, and you have set us on paths of righteousness for your 
     name's sake. Yet we have strayed from your way; we have sinned against 
     you in thought, word, and deed, through what we have done and what we 
     have left undone. As we remember the lavish gift of your grace, O God, we 
     praise you and give you thanks that you forgive us yet again. Grant us now, 
     we pray, the grace to die daily to sin, and to rise daily to new life in Christ, 
     who lives and reigns with you, and in whose strong name we pray. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Micah 7
Pastor:    With our eyes on the God who redeems us, along with the prophet Micah 
    we joyfully proclaim, “Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and 
    passing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance?” 
All:  God delights to show steadfast love. He will again have compassion on us; 
  he will tread our iniquities underfoot. He will cast our sins into the depths 
  of the sea. 
Pastor:  God showed his compassion for you by offering his own Son, Jesus Christ, to 
  die for your sins. In doing so, he tread your iniquities under the foot of his 
  justice, cast your sins into the depth of the sea and you are forgiven. The 
  peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.
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O C H U R C H , A R I S E

HYMN:     “O Church, Arise” st. 1, 3, 4

1. O church, arise, and put your armor on; hear the call of Christ our captain.
For now the weak can say that they are strong in the strength that God has given.

With shield of faith and belt of truth, we'll stand against the devil's lies.
An army bold, whose battle cry is love, reaching out to those in darkness.

3. Come, see the cross, where love and mercy meet, as the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, for the Conqueror has risen!

And as the stone is rolled away, and Christ emerges from the grave,
This victory march continues till the day ev'ry eye and heart shall see Him.

4. So Spirit, come, put strength in every stride; give grace for every hurdle.
That we may run with faith to win the prize of a servant good and faithful.

As saints of old, still line the way, retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls, and hunger for the day when with Christ we stand in Glory.

Words and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
©2005 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY             Softly and Tenderly             arr. Mark Hayes
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessing flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
from The Westminster Confession of Faith II.2

Leader:   What do you believe concerning the one, true and living God?
All:  God has all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of Himself; and is 
  alone in and unto Himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any 
  creatures which He has made, nor deriving any glory from them, but only 
  manifesting His own glory in, by, unto, and upon them. He is the alone 
  fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom are all 
  things; and has most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for 
  them, or upon them whatsoever Himself pleases. In His sight all things are 
  open and manifest, His knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent 
  upon the creature, so as nothing is to Him contingent, or uncertain. He is 
  most holy in all His counsels, in all His works, and in all His commands. 
  To Him is due from angels and men, and every other creature, whatsoever 
  worship, service, or obedience He is pleased to require of them.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF PETITION

HYMN:     338     “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” 

C O M M I T M E N T

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 114
1  When Israel went out from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language,
2  3
Judah became his sanctuary, Israel his dominion. The sea looked and fled; Jordan turned 

 4  5
back. The mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs. What ails you, O sea, that 

 6
you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back? O mountains, that you skip like rams? O hills, like 

 7lambs? Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8who turns the rock into a pool of water, the flint into a spring of water.

SERMON:                     “A Song of Deliverance”                    Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     693     “Blessed Assurance”
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Pastor:  Our Savior Jesus Christ has ordained and instituted this Holy Supper to 
  nourish and sustain those who are born again and ingrafted into his family: 
  his church. Christ has instituted an earthly and visible bread as the 
  sacrament of his body and wine as the sacrament of his blood.
People:  Just as truly as we take and hold the sacraments in our hands and eat and 
  drink it in our mouths, by which our life is then sustained, so truly we 
  receive into our souls, for our spiritual life, the true body and true blood 
  of Christ, our only Savior. We receive these by faith, which is the hand 
  and mouth of our souls.
Pastor:  This banquet is a spiritual table at which Christ communicates himself to 
  us with all his benefits.
People:  By use of this holy sacrament, we are moved to a fervent love of God and 
  of our neighbors.
     Adapted from the Belgic Confession, Article 35�

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     669     “Commit Now All Your Griefs” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  

C O M M U N I O N

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Youth groups also meet tonight – Junior 
High from 4:30-6:10pm, and Senior High from 5:40-7:45pm.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 August 19  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 August 26  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 September 2 No evening activities (Labor Day holiday)

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14; Psalm 111; Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58

CATECHISM BEGAN LAST WEEK

To catechized means to memorize. We will be using games and Bible lessons to help 
children (ages 4-12; rising K5-5th grades) to memorize the truths of God's word. We started 
last Wednesday with Question 20 of the Catechism for Children. Catechism meets from 
3:30 - 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays. Please pray for the children that they 
will grow in the love and passion for Jesus, their Lord and Savior.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Matthew: Part One, Establishing the Kingdom of God on Earth by Jen Wilkin
Study groups will meet beginning on Sept. 5 and 6. Three groups are offered: Wednesday 
mornings at 10:00am in the Administration Building, Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm at the 
home of Lori Turner (no childcare available), and Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building (childcare available). If you plan to attend Thursday nights and 
need childcare, please notify Lorrie Pate. Materials will be available at the first meeting, and 
a $10 donation is appreciated to help with printing costs.

SNACKS NEEDED FOR CATECHISM

Non-perishable snack items are needed for Catechism. If you are able to help, please place 
your donation in the box that is in the foyer of the sanctuary. Suggested items are individual 
packets of crackers, cookies, chips, and candy items (NO Peanuts please). Thank you in 
advance for helping with Children's Ministries.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Sunday, September 9: Adopt-A-Student College Lunch
 Wednesday, September 12, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

August 20   Peter Bell
August 20   Victoria Bell
August 20   Bruce Brown



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Brad & Rachel Yarbro

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – R. C. Sproul’s study on Angels and Demons

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
August 19: Olivia Staggs / Monica Urban / Janalie Graham & Sumlin Pate / Michael Henry

August 26: Michael Henry / Sarah Vander Wal / Caleigh Henson & Meg Sigmon / Daniel Page

AUGUST DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through July 2018:
Operating Income:                 $250,512.65
Operating Expense*: $252,269.42
Net Income:                         ($1,756.77)
Designated gifts:                 $22,086.00
Building loan balance:        $907,505.78

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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