
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”

      The Apostle John
      Revelation 19:9

You will perceive that there was an exhortation to John to “Write.” Why was he specially 
to write these words down? I conceive that it was, first, because the information here 
recorded was valuable: “Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” It was worth while that this new beatitude should be recorded, so the angel of God 
said to the apostle, “Write.” It was also to be written because of its absolute certainty: 
“These are the true sayings of God.” This blessedness was not a thing to be spoken of 
once, and then to be forgotten; but it was to be recorded where future ages might see that 
it is surely so, assuredly so beyond all question. God has bidden this record to be written 
in black and white, yea, graven as with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever, “Blessed 
are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.”

      Charles H. Spurgeon
      from a sermon on Revelation 19

The apostolic church thought more about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ than about 
death and heaven. The early Christians were looking, not for a cleft in the ground called a 
grave but for a cleavage in the sky called Glory.

      Alexander MacLaren

Brothers and sisters, the coming of Christ is near. The ultimate epiphany is just around 
the corner. If we think otherwise, we tragically impoverish our souls. Most Christians 
think little of Christ’s return, or if they do think about the day they will see Christ, they 
associate it with the day of their death. This is a proper hope, but death is not a pleasant 
thing, and thus the expectation of seeing Christ is mixed with a certain fear of the dark 
veil. But it is not so with His Second Coming. It is all joy! And that singular joy is meant 
to be a boon to our souls.

      Kent Hughes

R E F L E C T I O N S
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WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 

P R A I S E
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 113
Pastor:  Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, 
  praise the name of the LORD!
All:  Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore! 
Pastor:  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
  the name of the LORD is to be praised!
All:  The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens!
Pastor:  Come, let us worship! 

HYMN:     7     “From All That Dwell below the Skies”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

2



3

SCRIPTURE READING: Micah 6:6-8
6 
“With what shall I come before the Lord,

  and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
    with calves a year old?
7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8He has told you, O man, what is good;
    and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
    and to walk humbly with your God?

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Almighty God, we come before you humbly confessing our sins. Though your Word 
clearly declares your will for us, we admit that we act as if we don’t know what you desire 
for our lives. Please forgive us for our failure to do justice when we speak and act 
dishonestly to serve only our interests. We confess that we have not loved kindness but 
have held onto bitterness and resentment when we could have extended grace and mercy. 
Please forgive us for our pride when we have refused to walk humbly with you. We often 
declare with our mouths that we trust you and live in reliance on you, but our actions 
and attitudes then reflect that our boast and hope are in ourselves. Please forgive us. 
Wash us by your grace. Transform us by your grace. We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen.  

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Galatians 1:3-5
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from the God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
   who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to 
   the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
   Jesus gave himself for our sins to deliver us! The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

C O N F E S S I O N  &  A S S U R A N C E  O F  P A R D O N
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C O M M I T M E N T

HYMN:    172     “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder”

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Westminster Shorter Catechism #’s 84-87
Leader:   What does every sin deserve?
All:    Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse, both in this life, and that 
   which is to come.  
 

Leader:   What does God require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse, due 
    to us for sin?
All:   To escape the wrath and curse of God, due to us for sin, God requires  
    of us faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with the diligent use of 
    all the outward means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits 
    of redemption.

Leader:   What is faith in Jesus Christ?
All:   Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon 
    him alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel.

Leader:   What is repentance unto life?
All:   Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true 
    sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, does, 
    with grief and hatred for his sin, turn from it unto God, with full 
    purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience.

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.



P R E A C H I N G  T H E  W O R D
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MINISTRY UPDATE:                      Riverwood Classical School        Addison Canevaro

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     341     “O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping through Us”

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 25:1-13
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to 

2 3meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  For when the foolish 
4

took their lamps, they took no oil with them,  but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
5 6

lamps.  As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept.  But at 
7

midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  Then all 
8those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.  And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 

9some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’  But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there 
will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 
10 

And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
11

in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.  Afterward the other virgins 
12came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’  But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not 

13know you.’  Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:               “The Bridegroom Is Coming!”                    Rev. Jeff Pate
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R E S P O N S E

HYMN:      “Yet Not I, but through Christ in Me”

What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer, 
there is no more for heaven now to give.

He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom, 
my steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, 
for my life is wholly bound to his.

Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: “All is mine!” 
yet not I, but through Christ in me.

The night is dark but I am not forsaken, 
for by my side, the Savior he will stay.
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, 
for in my need his power is displayed.

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me, 
through the deepest valley he will lead.

Oh, the night has been won, and I shall overcome, 
yet not I, but through Christ in me.

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven. 
The future sure, the price it has been paid,
for Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
and he was raised to overthrow the grave.
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated. 

Jesus now and ever is my plea.
Oh, the chains are released, I can sing: “I am free!” 

yet not I, but through Christ in me.

With every breath I long to follow Jesus, 
for he has said that he will bring me home.
And day by day I know he will renew me, 
until I stand with joy before the throne.

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, 
All the glory ever more to him.

When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat: 
“Yet not I but through Christ in me!”

www.cityalightmusic.com
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C O M M U N I O N & B E N E D I C T I O N

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor:   Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pastor:   Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:   The gifts of God for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN:     320     “Rejoice, All Ye Believers”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)                      
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

BIRTHDAYS

August 14 Michael Henry
  Ed Kidder
August 17 Evelyn Gill
August 20 Tori Bell
  Peter Bell
  Bruce Brown

Through July 2022
Operating Income:              $257,643.26
Operating Expense*:     $265,856.66
Net Income:                    ($8,213.40)
Designated gifts:       $84,756.15
Building loan balance:     $656,787.30

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 82; Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56

FALL SEMESTER KICKOFF

We have rented Bower's Pool today from 5-8 pm. If you know anyone that is looking for a 
church home, this would be a great event to invite them to! The church will provide the meat 
(main course), paper products, ice, and drinks for the meal. All that leaves you to bring is a 

side and/or dessert item to share. If you have any questions see Joann Williams or Zac Martin. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  August 14  Church wide fellowship at Bowers Park Pool 
  August 17  Children’s Catechism Resumes
  August 21  College Luncheon
     Covenant Kids & Youth Resume
  September 11  One-to-One Bible Reading Class
  September 18  Retirement Celebration for Beth Almeida

SNACKS NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Catechism and Covenant Kid's Club resume next week.  We will be providing snacks for 

approximately 45-55 kids per week.  If you can help by donating individual snack bags (no 

peanuts/nuts) and individual drink pouches/boxes (e.g. Capri, Koolaid), it will be greatly 

appreciated.  Thank you!

Please Pray for Our Children

As we resume Catechism and Covenant Kid's Club, we ask that you pray for these ministries.  We 

ask that you pray for:

1.        The Holy Spirit to write God's word upon the hearts of the children.

2.       The children sing with joy and the songs will be tools to teach God's truths.

3.       The children will have a fun and safe time each week.

4.       The Holy Spirit will guide the words and actions of the teachers and helpers and that 

 they are salt and light to the children.


	1: Reflections
	2: Praise
	3: Confession
	4: Commitment
	Page 5
	6: Preaching of the Word
	7: Evening/Announcements
	Page 8

