
Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe.
  St. Augustine

God intended the law to reveal sin and drive men to Christ; Satan uses it to reveal sin and
drive men to despair. God meant the law as an interim step to man's justification; Satan 
uses it as the final step to his condemnation. God meant the law to be a stepping stone to 
liberty; Satan uses it as a cul-de-sac, deceiving his dupes into supposing that from its fearful 
bondage there is no escape.
     John Stott

God delights to increase the faith of His children. Our faith, which is feeble at first, is 
developed and strengthened more and more by use. We ought, instead of wanting no trials 
before victory, no exercise for patience, to be willing to take them from God's hand as a 
means. I say—and say it deliberately— trials, obstacles, difficulties, and sometimes defeats, 
are the very food of faith. 
     George Müller

Faith thrives when there is no hope but God.
     Ernest Gordon
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME         
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE        A Resting Place                      Norwegian Melody, arr. Jay Rouse
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 125 & Revelation 19
Pastor:   Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 
  which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
All:  As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 
  so the Lord surrounds his people from this time forth and forevermore.
Pastor:  Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.
All:  Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 
  Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, 
  for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
  and his Bride has made herself ready.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     420     “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 57:14-21
14
And it shall be said, “Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every obstruction from 

15my people's way.” For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, 
whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a 
contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the 

16
contrite. For I will not contend forever, nor will I always be angry; for the spirit would 

17
grow faint before me, and the breath of life that I made. Because of the iniquity of his 
unjust gain I was angry, I struck him; I hid my face and was angry, but he went on 

18backsliding in the way of his own heart. I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; I will 
19

lead him and restore comfort to him and his mourners, creating the fruit of the lips. 
20

Peace, peace, to the far and to the near,” says the Lord, “and I will heal him. But the 
wicked are like the tossing sea; for it cannot be quiet, and its waters toss up mire and dirt.
21There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Almighty God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we magnify your name. 
You are perfect in holiness, infinite in power, eternal in wisdom and unchanging in 
goodness and truth. We come humbly before you as sinners, unworthy of your mercy 
and love. We confess that we have created obstacles to fellowship with you by our 
prideful thoughts and sinful actions. Please forgive us. You inhabit eternity and your 
name is Holy but you have promised to dwell with the one who is humble, of a contrite 
and lowly spirit. Abide with us. Revive our hearts. Heal us and comfort us as we come in 
the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 1 Peter 2:22-24
Pastor:   Hear the words of hope and comfort that are ours in Christ Jesus. He 
    committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was 
    reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, 
    but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.
All:  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
  and live to righteousness.
Pastor:  By his wounds you have been healed. The peace of Christ be with you.
All:   And also with you. 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY          Love Lifted Me      Howard E. Smith, arr. Lloyd Larsen
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:
The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     334     “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Romans 10:1-13
1 2
Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. For I bear them 

3
witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For, being ignorant of the 
righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's 

4  5
righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. For 
Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the 

6commandments shall live by them. But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your 
7

heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into 
8the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near 

9you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

10dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
11confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 

12
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 

13bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.”

SERMON:                  “I Believe”    Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     505     “I’m Not Ashamed to Own My Lord” 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   God nourishes us in the sacraments, means of grace in which his deeds 
  elicit our response. In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to 
  believers to guarantee our share in his death and resurrection, and to unite 
  us to him and to each other.
All:  We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and 
  that he shall come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     86     “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

CATECHISM RESUMES AUGUST 14
We would like to invite your children (ages 5-12) to join us for Catechism on Wednesday 
afternoons from 3:30 -5:00pm. To “catechize” means to instruct by means of questions and 
answers. Through the use of questions and answers and memorization, we will teach your 
child the primary doctrines of our faith, as well as Scriptures to support them. We utilize 
the small Children's Catechism and the teaching materials developed by Children's 
Ministry International, Inc. This academic year the children will be learning questions that 
cover the Doctrine of Salvation – justification and sanctification; the role of the Holy Spirit 
in our life and Jesus Christ as our Prophet, Priest, and King.

SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, August 14, at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

PROMOTION SUNDAY

Next Sunday, August 18, all Sunday School classes will meet in the Sanctuary at 9:30am for 
a period of prayer and thanksgiving for the new Sunday School year. At this time, we will 
recognize our Sunday School teachers for their faithful service and introduce the teachers 
for this year. The children will then move up to their new Sunday School class.

END OF SUMMER SPLASH PARTY

Everyone is invited to a summer cook-out and splash party behind the Fellowship Hall on 
Sunday, August 18 at 5:30pm. Children's and Youth ministry will provide hamburgers and 
hot dogs and the respective fixings. Please bring a side dish to share and drinks for your 
family. There will be the giant slip and slide, pool for toddlers, water balloons, and other 
water related activities. This is a sweet time of fellowship for the entire church family and 
great way to kick off the new academic year. 

7

August 14   Michael Henry
August 14   Ed Kidder
August 17   Scott Urban

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

SEND-OFF FOR THE URBANS

Plan to join with your church family tonight as we gather to say "farewell" to longtime 
members, Lowell & Monica Urban. We will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 for food, 
fellowship, hugs and tears. The Urbans are moving to Birmingham where they both work.



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Life of David – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – The Legacy Journey by Dave Ramsey – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
August 11: Lynn Tootle / Ginny Nippert / Greg Vander Wal & Caleigh Henson / Aaron Powers

August 18: Lisa Kidder / Monica Urban / Katharine Bedsole & Sumlin Pate / Parker Pate

AUGUST DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Dusty Sheppard

Clean Up: Steve Patridge

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through July 2019:
Operating Income:                   $239,722.24
Operating Expense*:  $235,941.61
Net Income:                            $3,780.63
Designated gifts:                   $63,581.52
Building loan balance:          $826,250.47

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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