
Peter's declaration of our 'peoplehood' in Christ has vast consequences for the life of the 
church of Christ. The church is not just a religious association formed by saved 
individuals to give united expression to their faith...Church fellowship is not an optional 
advantage, to be chosen or ignored, like membership in a social club. It is the calling of 
every Christian. There is a spiritual 'ethnicity' to the church of Christ; Christians are 
blood relatives, joined by the blood of Jesus Christ.
      Ed Clowney

What you do emerges from who you are. Being precedes doing. At the core of our 
Christian witness in the world lies the reality of who each of us is in relation to God 
Himself and in relationship to one another in the new society of God's people—the 
church.
      Charles Colson

Jesus of Nazareth always comes asking disciples to follow him--not merely "accept him," not 
merely "believe in him," not merely "worship him," but to follow him: one either follows 
Christ, or one does not. There is no compartmentalization of the faith, no realm, no sphere, 
no business, no politic in which the lordship of Christ will be excluded. We either make him 
Lord of all lords, or we deny him as Lord of any.

          Lee Camp

The fear of the Lord tends to take away all other fears… This is the secret of Christian 
courage and boldness.
      Sinclair Ferguson

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Fifth Sunday in Lent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Dusty Sheppard

Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 148
Pastor:  Praise the Lord!
All:  Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
Pastor:  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!
All:  Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
Pastor:  Young men and maidens together, old men and children!
All:  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted;
      his majesty is above earth and heaven.
Pastor:  He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints,
      for the people of Israel who are near to him.
All:  Praise the Lord!
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

2



3

HYMN:     110     “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah”

Hallelujah, praise Jehovah, from the heavens praise his name;
praise Jehovah in the highest, all his angels, praise proclaim.

All his hosts, together praise him, sun and moon and stars on high;
praise him, O you heav’ns of heavens, and you floods above the sky.

Chorus:
Let them praises give Jehovah, for his name alone is high,

and his glory is exalted, and his glory is exalted,
and his glory is exalted far above the earth and sky.

Let them praises give Jehovah, they were made at his command;
them forever he established, his decree shall ever stand.

From the earth, O praise Jehovah, all you seas, you monsters all,
fire and hail and snow and vapors, stormy winds that hear his call.

All you fruitful trees and cedars, all you hills and mountains high,
creeping things and beasts and cattle, birds that in the heavens fly,
kings of earth, and all you people, princes great, earth’s judges all;

praise his name, young men and maidens, aged men, and children small.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

P R A I S E
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C O N F E S S I O N

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

All:  Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we 
have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 7:21-27

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
22one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  On that day many will say to me, 

‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and 
23do many mighty works in your name?’  And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 

you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man 
25who built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 

blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 
26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 

27man who built his house on the sand.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”



G O S P E L A S S U R A N C E

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Acts 4:10-12

Pastor:   Hear the gospel message. Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who was crucified, God raised 
from the dead. This Jesus, the stone the builders rejected, has become the 
cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. Through faith in 
Jesus, your sins are forgiven and your salvation is secured. The peace of Christ be 
with you.

All:   And also with you.

HYMN:     498     “Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!”

Jesus! what a Friend for sinners! Jesus! lover of my soul;
friends may fail me, foes assail me, he, my Savior, makes me whole.

Chorus:
Hallelujah! what a Savior! Hallelujah! what a Friend!

Saving, helping, keeping, loving, he is with me to the end.

Jesus! what a strength in weakness! Let me hide myself in him;
tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, he, my strength, my vict’ry wins.

Jesus! what a help in sorrow! While the billows o’er me roll,
even when my heart is breaking, he, my comfort, helps my soul.

Jesus! what a guide and keeper! While the tempest still is high,
storms about me, night o’er-takes me, he, my pilot, hears my cry.

Jesus! I do now receive him, more than all in him I find;
he hath granted me forgiveness, I am his, and he is mine.    
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
Leader:  Christian, what do you believe?
People:  I believe that…
   …God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 Jn 1:5)
   …Jesus is the image of the invisible God. (Col. 1:15)
   …we must be perfect, as God is perfect. (Matt. 5:48)
   …all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23)
   …if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus  
    Christ the righteous. (1 Jn 2:1)
   …God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
    believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. (Jn 3:16)
   …neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
    nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
    anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
    the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:38, 39)

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. 
Amen, amen.
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “Come, O Creator Spirit Blest”

Come, O Creator Spirit blest, 
and in our hearts take up your rest;

Spirit of grace, with heav’nly aid 
come to the souls whom you have made.

You are the Comforter, we cry, 
sent to the earth from God Most High,

fountain of life and fire of love, 
and our anointing from above.

Bringing from heav’n our sevenfold dower,
sign of our God’s right hand of power,

O blessed Spirit, promised long,
your coming wakes the heart to song.

Make our dull minds with rapture glow, 
let human hearts with love o’erflow;
and when our feeble flesh would fail, 
may your immortal strength prevail.

Far from our souls the foe repel,
grant us in peace henceforth to dwell;
ill shall not come, nor harm betide,

if only you will be our guide.

Show us the Father, Holy One, 
help us to know th’eternal Son;

Spirit divine, forevermore 
you will we trust and you adore.
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R E A D I N G  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE:     Isaiah 8

1
 Then the Lord said to me, “Take a large tablet and write on it in common characters, 

2
‘Belonging to Maher-shalal-hash-baz.’  And I will get reliable witnesses, Uriah the priest 
and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah, to attest for me.”

3
 And I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then the Lord said to 

4me, “Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz;  for before the boy knows how to cry ‘My 
father’ or ‘My mother,’ the wealth of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be carried 
away before the king of Assyria.”

5 6 The Lord spoke to me again:  “Because this people has refused the waters of Shiloah that 
7

flow gently, and rejoice over Rezin and the son of Remaliah,  therefore, behold, the Lord 
is bringing up against them the waters of the River, mighty and many, the king of Assyria 

8and all his glory. And it will rise over all its channels and go over all its banks,  and it will 
sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass on, reaching even to the neck, and its 
outspread wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.”

9 Be broken, you peoples, and be shattered; give ear, all you far countries; strap on your 
 10armor and be shattered; strap on your armor and be shattered.  Take counsel together, but 

it will come to nothing; speak a word, but it will not stand, for God is with us.

11
 For the Lord spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me not to 

12
walk in the way of this people, saying:  “Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls 

13
conspiracy, and do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread.  But the Lord of hosts, him 

14you shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.  And he will 
become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, 

15
a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  And many shall stumble on it. They 
shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.”

16 17
 Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching among my disciples.  I will wait for the Lord, 

18
who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him.  Behold, I and the 
children whom the Lord has given me are signs and portents in Israel from the Lord of 

19hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion.  And when they say to you, “Inquire of the mediums 
and the necromancers who chirp and mutter,” should not a people inquire of their God? 

20
Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the living?  To the teaching and to the 
testimony! If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn. 
21 They will pass through the land, greatly distressed and hungry. And when they are 
hungry, they will be enraged and will speak contemptuously against their king and their 

22God, and turn their faces upward.  And they will look to the earth, but behold, distress 
and darkness, the gloom of anguish. And they will be thrust into thick darkness.
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P R E A C H I N G  T H E  W O R D

SERMON:                              “A Sanctuary and a Stumbling Stone”               Rev. Jeff Pate
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     “Make Me a Captive, Lord”        to the tune Leominster

Make me a captive, Lord, and then I shall be free;
force me to render up my sword, and I shall conqueror be;

I sink in life’s alarms when by myself I stand;
imprison me within thine arms, and strong shall be my hand.

My heart is weak and poor until it master find;
it has no spring of action sure - it varies with the wind;
it cannot freely move till thou hast wrought its chain;

enslave it with thy matchless love, and deathless it shall reign.

My power is faint and low till I have learned to serve;
it wants the needed fire to glow, it wants the breeze to nerve;

it cannot drive the world until itself be driven;
its flag can only be unfurled when thou shalt breathe from heaven.

My will is not my own till thou hast made it thine;
if it would reach the monarch’s throne, it must its crown resign;

it only stands unbent, amid the clashing strife,
when on thy bosom it has leaned, and found in thee its life.

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor:   Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pastor:   Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:   The gifts of God for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
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B E N E D I C T I O N 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

                                                              

HYMN:     635     “How Good It Is to Thank the Lord”

How good it is to thank the Lord, and praise to you, Most High, accord,
to show your love with morning light, and tell your faithfulness each night;

yea, good it is your praise to sing, and all our sweetest music bring.

O Lord, with joy my heart expands before the wonders of your hands;
great works, Jehovah, you have wrought, exceeding deep your ev’ry thought;

a foolish man knows not their worth, nor he whose mind is of the earth.

When as the grass the wicked grow, when sinners flourish here below,
then is there endless ruin nigh, but you, O Lord, are throned on high;
your foes shall fall before your might, the wicked shall be put to flight.

The righteous man shall flourish well, and in the house of God shall dwell;
he shall be like a goodly tree, and all his life shall fruitful be;

for righteous is the Lord and just, he is my rock, in him I trust.



LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4-14; John 12:1-8

COVENANT KIDS CLUB & YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids and Riverwood Youth will meet tonight at 5:30 p.m.
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Volunteers are needed for the April 9th Children's Event -  "Walking with Christ''.  This 
event will be held from 9:00 a.m.-Noon.  If you can help,  please contact Joann Williams.

RIVERWOOD PRAYER FOR 2022
Almighty God, fill us with the knowledge of your will that we may walk in a manner 

worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God. Holy Spirit, strengthen us with all power, 

according to your glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy that we may 
constantly give thanks to our Heavenly Father, who has qualified us to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in light. We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen.

HOMELESS CONNECT WITH LOVE INC
You can make a difference in our local homeless community on April 30. For more 

information go to www.loveinctuscaloosa.com/homeless-connect/550-2/

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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Through March 2022
Operating Income:              $119,326.63
Operating Expense*:     $120,466.92
Net Income:                    ($1,140.29)
Designated gifts:       $42,990.36
Building loan balance:     $686,898.83

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  April 9  Riverwood Kids Event (9 a.m.)
  April 14 Maundy Thursday Service (6 p.m.)
  April 17 Easter Sunrise Service (6:30 a.m.)
  April 24 Ridgehaven Fundraiser Luncheon and Bake Sale

BIRTHDAY

April 4  Lundy Arnold
April 7  April Henry
April 7  Tina Jones
April 9  Wayne Bell
April 9  Chris Kidder

http://www.loveinctuscaloosa.com/homeless-connect/550-2/
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