
I am wired by nature to love the same toys that the world loves. I start to fit in. I start to 
love what others love. I start to call earth "home." Before you know it, I am calling luxuries 
"needs" and using my money just the way unbelievers do. I begin to forget the war. I don't 
think much about people perishing. Missions and unreached people drop out of my mind. 
I stop dreaming about the triumphs of grace. I sink into a secular mind-set that looks first 
to what man can do, not what God can do. It is a terrible sickness. And I thank God for 
those who have forced me again and again toward a wartime mind-set.
      from Don't Waste Your Life
      John Piper

Joy is not gush. Joy is not mere jolliness. Joy is perfect acquiescence – acceptance, rest – in 
God's will, whatever comes. 
      Amy Carmichael

If God is sovereign and He loves me, and [my affliction is] not going away, this is not an 
interruption in my Christian life; this is my Christian life.
      Joe Novenson

The happiest Christians are not those who accomplish all of their personal goals, but those 
who embrace God's goals.
      Jonathan Edwards
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The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Clay Staggs, Mr. Joe Marchetti

Dr. Linda Graham, piano; Nancy Hopper, violin

WELCOME & PRELUDE       Adoration           Felix Borowski
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 96
Pastor:   Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.
All:  Declare his glory among the nations, 
  his marvelous works among all the peoples!
Pastor:  Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength!
All:  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
  bring an offering, and come into his courts!    
Pastor:  Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
  tremble before him all the earth! 
  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     53     “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Proverbs 3:5-8
5 6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all 

7your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own 
8eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment 

to your bones.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:    Lord God, we hear your call going out to all the earth imploring us to 
    worship you in the splendor of holiness, yet we are sinful. We hear your 
    Word commanding us to trust in you with all our heart, yet we frequently 
    lean on our own understanding. We confess that we are slow to 
    acknowledge you in our lives and are often drawn to evil. We come 
    confessing our sins and claiming Jesus Christ as our Savior. For his sake, 
    please forgive our wickedness. We do not deserve your mercy and we 
    cannot condition your love so we rely on your grace. We praise you 
    because your steadfast love never ceases and your mercies never come to an 
    end. Holy Spirit, help us to trust, acknowledge, and fear the Lord and 
    therefore turn away from all evil. Refresh our bones and reshape our lives. 
    Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on John 3:16,17; Acts 13:38
Pastor:   God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
    him should not perish but have everlasting life.
All:   God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
    order that the world might be saved through him.
Pastor:   Let it be known to you that through this man, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
    forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. The peace of Christ be with  you all.
People:   And also with you.

HYMN:     448     “We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY    How Can I Keep from Singing          Riverwood Choir
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: taken from Hebrews 1 & 2
All: We believe in God's Son, the Lord Jesus Christ through whom God created the 

world and by whom he has spoken to us. Jesus is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature. As the founder of our salvation, he 
experienced suffering and death for us, made propitiation for our sins and 
destroyed the one who has the power of death. He upholds the universe by the 
word of his power and, after making purification for sins, sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high. He is superior to angels, everlasting in his Kingly 
reign, and eternal in his being and glory. So we believe that Jesus is fully God, and 
our Prophet, Priest, and King.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

RECOGNITION OF COLLEGE GRADUATES       
Undergraduates: 

Winston Hudson, Rachel McCleskey, Reid Ruggles, 
Mary Beth Taglieri, Stephen Waldrep, & Brad Yarbro

Law: 
Tim Caiello, Connor Mighell, & Hunter Pearce 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     376     “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”



5

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Acts 16:6-15
6And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 

7Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they 
8attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. So, passing by 

9Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of 
Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help 

10us.” And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, 
11concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. So, setting sail from 

12Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, and 
from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman 

13colony. We remained in this city some days. And on the Sabbath day we went outside the 
gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and 

14spoke to the women who had come together. One who heard us was a woman named 
Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The 

15Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. And after she was 
baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.

SERMON:                 “Closed Doors and Opened Hearts”  Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     598     “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING



6

Pastor:  The bread that we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
All:  We who are many are one body, for we all share the same loaf. 
Pastor:  The cup for which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
All:  The cup that we drink is our participation in the blood of Christ. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     “Hope of the World” (lyrics below)

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  

C O M M U N I O N

H O P E O F T H E W O R L D

1. Hope of the world, thou Christ of great compassion, 
speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent.

Save us, thy people, from consuming passion,
who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.

2. Hope of the world, God’s gift from highest heaven,
bringing to hungry souls the bread of life,

still let thy Spirit unto us be given
to heal earth’s wounds and end her bitter strife.

3. Hope of the world, who by thy cross didst save us
from death and dark despair, from sin and guilt;

we render back the love thy mercy gave us;
take thou our lives, and use them as thou wilt.

4. Hope of the world, O Christ o’er death victorious,
who by this sign didst conquer grief and pain,

we would be faithful to thy gospel glorious:
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever reign!



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8

BRIDAL GIFT BASKET

There is a gift basket in the foyer for bride-to-be Emily Jones for all who would like to 
contribute a card or gift card to celebrate her upcoming wedding. The basket will be there 
through May 20.

OFFICER NOMINATIONS

Nominations for church officers are currently being accepted through Sunday, May 13. 
Nomination forms are available in the sanctuary foyer. Please prayerfully consider those 
God may be calling to serve.

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. This morning, all cash and 
designated gifts will be used for this purpose.  
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

April 29   Amanda Brown
April 29   James Hardy
May 1      Calvin Kim
May 3      Aaron Powers

T O D A Y A T R I V E R W O O D

Everyone is invited to the fellowship hall directly after the service this morning for dinner 
on the grounds. Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Youth – Come on out to 
Riverwood Youth Group tonight for some great games, fantastic food, sensational singing, 
and the wonderful Word of God! Junior Highs (grades 6-8) meet in the Barn from 4:30pm 
to 6:10pm. Senior Highs (grades 9-12) are there from 5:40pm to 7:45pm. Friends are 
always welcome and everyone is guaranteed a great time - Hope to see YOU there!
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 April 29 Dinner on the Grounds / Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 May 6  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Evening Worship
 May 13  No evening activities



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class – led by Greg Vander Wal

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
April 29: Lynn Tootle / Janalie Graham / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Wilson Pate

May 6: Caleigh Henson / Kathy Gilbert / Greg Vander Wal & Olivia Patridge / Meredith Patridge

APRIL DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through March 2018:
Operating Income:                   $89,726.36
Operating Expense*: $107,975.15
Net Income:                       ($18,248.79)
Designated gifts:                   $5,871.00
Building loan balance:        $930,372.95

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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