REFLECTIONS

Christ is not only the way on which we must begin our journey, but He is also the right and
the safe way we must walk to the end. We dare not be deflected from this. Here Christ
wants to say: “When you have apprehended Me in faith, you are on the right way, which is
reliable. But only see that you remain and continue on it.” Christ wants to tear and turn
our hearts from all trust in anything else and pin them to Himself alone.
Martin Luther
The trouble with human relationships is that man without God does not realize that all
men are sinful, and so he hangs too much on his personal relationships, and they crush
and break.
But when I am a creature in the presence of God, and I see that the last relationship is with
an infinite God, and I see these human relationships are among equals, I can take from a
human relationship what God meant to provide, without putting the whole structure
under an intolerable burden. More than this, when I acknowledge that none of us are
perfect in this life, I can enjoy that which is beautiful in a relationship, without expecting it
to be perfect.
On the basis of the finished work of Christ it is possible, once I have seen this, to begin to
understand that my relationships can be substantially healed in the present life. When two
Christians find that their relationship has hit a wall, they can come hand-in-hand and bring
their failures under the blood of Christ and get up and go on. Think what this means
practically in the areas of human relationships, in marriage, in the Church, the parent-child
relationships, the employer-employee relationship.
Francis Schaeffer
from True Spirituality
Anything in creation may be trusted as the center of value: social status, money, education,
and even children (whom we are to care for, not worship) and parents (whom we are to
honor not worship). In fact, it is the best in creation that is most tempting to pretend to
make into a god.
Tom Oden
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Second Sunday of Easter
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim
David Bedsole, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Isaiah 55
Pastor:
Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!
All:
Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;
Pastor:
let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
All:
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
Pastor:
For you shall go out in joy and be lead forth in peace;
and the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing.
Come, let us worship!
HYMN OF PRAISE:

363

“We Gather Together”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 6:4-9
5
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these words that I
command you today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,
8
and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand,
9
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gates.”
4

Leader:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Almighty God, hear our prayers. We humbly confess our sins and again ask for your
mercy. Have mercy on us for our meager affections and misguided love. Please forgive us
for loving the creation more than the Creator, for seeking happiness in your gifts more
than in you, the Giver. Help us to love you with all our heart, soul, and strength. Lord
Jesus, you told us that we love you by keeping your commandments. Forgive us for
ignoring your commands or forgetting them altogether. Forgive us for neglecting your
word in our homes. We rely on your mercy to forgive us and your Spirit's power to
change us. Enlarge our hearts. Increase our faith. Order our steps according to your
word. We ask this in the name that is above every name, even the name of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from John 1 & Galatians 4
Pastor:
Lift your heads and hear the good news of the true light who came into this
dark world. Jesus Christ is the word made flesh, who was in the world, and
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him and his
own people did not receive him.
All:
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born not of blood or the will
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
Pastor:
Through faith in Jesus Christ your sins have been forgiven, you have been
adopted and God has sent the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:
And also with you.
HYMN:

“Across the Lands” (lyrics on page 6)
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COMMITMENT
OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY
Presentation of tithes & offerings
DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:
The Heidelberg Catechism, Questions and Answers 55-56
Leader:
People:

What do you understand by “the communion of saints”?
First, that believers one and all, as members of this community, share in
Christ and in all his treasures and gifts. Second, that each member should
consider it a duty to use these gifts readily and joyfully for the service and
enrichment of the other members.

Leader:
People:

What do you believe concerning “the forgiveness of sins”?
I believe that God, because of Christ’s satisfaction, will no longer
remember any of my sins or my sinful nature which I need to struggle
against all my life. Rather, by grace God grants me the righteousness of
Christ to free me forever from judgment.

RESPONSE:

735 “Gloria Patri”

THE SACRAMENT OF COVENANT BAPTISM

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
HYMN:

4

644

“May the Mind of Christ My Savior”

Jack Everett Robertson
son of Eddie & Valerie Robertson

P R E AC H I N G

OF THE

WORD

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 6:1-4
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2“Honor your father and
mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3“that it may go well with you
4
and that you may live long in the land.” Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger,
but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
1

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:

“A Spirit-Filled Home”

Rev. Jeff Pate

COMMUNION
HYMN:

599

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
All:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,
Pastor:
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
All:
who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
Pastor:
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
All:
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:

“Across the Lands” st. 3

BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSING HYMN:

263

“Lift High the Cross” v. 4
5

ACROSS

THE

LANDS

1. You’re the Word of God the Father from before the world began;
Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet has been fashioned by Your hand.
All creation holds together by the power of your voice.
Let the skies declare your glory; let the land and seas rejoice. (Chorus)
Chorus:
You’re the author of creation, You’re the Lord of ev’ry man,
and Your cry of love rings out across the lands.
2. Yet You left the gaze of angels, came to seek and save the lost,
And exchanged the joy of Heaven for the anguish of a cross.
With a prayer You fed the hungry, with a word You calmed the sea;
Yet how silently You suffered, that the guilty may go free. (Chorus)
3. With a shout You rose victorious, wresting vict’ry from the grave,
And ascended into Heaven, leading captives in Your way.
Now You stand before the Father, interceding for Your own;
From each tribe and tongue and nation You are leading sinners home. (Chorus)
Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2002 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

T O DAY

AT

R I V E RWO O D

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 5:30pm. The youth will have an end of semester
celebration (see detailed announcement on the following page).
April 28
May 5
May 12
May 19
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SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
Covenant Kids Club / Youth End of Semester Celebration
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
No evening activities
Covenant Kids Summer Kickoff

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
April 29 Amanda Brown
April 29 James Hardy
May 1
Calvin Kim
May 2
Nora Claire Bedsole
May 3
Aaron Powers
May 4
Chris Gill
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29; Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31
YOUTH END OF THE SEMESTER CELEBRATION
The youth are all invited to an end of the semester celebration on April 28. We will be
heading out to the Nipperts’ property for games, a cookout, bonfire, singing, and more. We
will meet at the church at 5:00pm and be back by 8:00pm.
END OF THE YEAR CATECHISM PARTY
The End of Year Catechism Party will be this Wednesday, May 1, at 4:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Please come and listen to the children recite catechism questions and sing
Bible verses from this year. Cake and ice cream will follow the short program.
THANK YOU FROM WINGS OF GRACE
Thank you so much Riverwood families, Joann Williams, and the children’s ministry for
your donated Easter baskets to Wings of Grace! We really appreciate it.
-Mrs. Terri Hibbard, director, and The DeHaans, full-time volunteers
OTHER EVENTS COMING SOON
Saturday, May 11: Bingo Night (Ridge Haven fundraiser)
Wednesday, May 15, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
May 27-June 1: Ridge Haven Camp
July 8-11: Vacation Bible School
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S U N DAY S C H O O L
At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups.
MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed
2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate
MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal
Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold
MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class led by Jeff Pate
MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class – led by elders
MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S O F S E RV I C E
NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
April 28: Sarah Vander Wal / Joanie Norris / Janalie Graham & Olivia Patridge / Meredith Patridge
May 5: April Henry / Lisa Kidder / Vielyana Kim & Gabriel Henson / Calvin Kim
APRIL DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through March 2019:
Operating Income:
$110,338.59
Operating Expense*:
$100,781.92
Net Income:
$9,556.67
Designated gifts:
$30,030.00
Building loan balance:
$847,684.10
*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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