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Third Sunday of Easter
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Robert Thornton

Joann Williams, piano

REFLECTIONS:
Regardless of how large, your vision is too small.
     Thomas Chalmers
     19th century Scottish minister

Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God.
     William Carey
     Foreign missionary

It is comparatively easy to repeat the words of the Lord's Prayer like a parrot (or indeed a heathen 
“babbler”). To pray them with sincerity, however, have revolutionary implications, for it expresses the 
priorities of a Christian. We are constantly under pressure to conform to the self-centeredness of secular 
culture. When that happens we become concerned about our own little name (liking to see it embossed on 
our note paper or hitting the headlines in the press, and defending it when it is attacked), about our own 
little empire (bossing, “influencing,” and manipulating people to boost our ego), and about our own silly 
little will (always wanting our own way and getting upset when it is frustrated). But in the Christian counter-
culture our top priority concern is not our name, kingdom, and will, but God's. Whether we can pray these 
petitions with integrity is a searching test of the reality and depth of our Christian profession.
      John R. W. Stott
     from The Message of the Sermon on the Mount

Who stands firm? Only the one for whom the final standard is not his reason, his principles, his 
conscience, his freedom, his virtue, but who is ready to sacrifice all these, when in faith and sole allegiance 
to God he is called to obedient and responsible action: the responsible person, whose life will be nothing 
but an answer to God's question and call.
     Dietrich Bonhoeffer
     Pastor and Christian martyr

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 21:13 & Psalm 30
Pastor:  Be exalted, O Lord, in your strength! We will sing and praise your power.
All:  Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name.  
Pastor:  For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
All:  You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my sackcloth and clothed me 
  with gladness, that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent.
Pastor:  O Lord our God, we will give thanks to you forever!



HYMN:     88     “With Grateful Heart My Thanks I Bring”

1. With grateful heart my thanks I bring, before the great thy praise I sing;
I worship in thy holy place and praise thee for thy truth and grace;
for truth and grace together shine in thy most holy word divine.

2. I cried to thee and thou didst save, thy word of grace new courage gave;
the kings of earth shall thank thee, Lord, for they have heard thy wondrous word;

yea, they shall come with songs of praise, for great and glorious are thy ways.

3. O Lord, enthroned in glory bright, thou reignest in the heav’nly height;
the proud in vain thy favor seek, but thou hast mercy for the meek;

through trouble though my pathway be, thou wilt revive and strengthen me.

4. Thou wilt stretch forth thy mighty arm to save me when my foes alarm;
the work thou hast for me begun shall by thy grace be fully done;
forever mercy dwells with thee; O Lord, my Maker, think on me.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8
1Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you 

2ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. For you know 
3what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, your sanctification: 

4that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in 
5 6holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one 

transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we 
7told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 

8Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for gift of our bodies. They are a blessing from you, given so that we 
would use them to please you. Forgive us for our poor stewardship. Have mercy on us for pursuing our 
own pleasure instead of your praise, and settling for the temptations of impurity instead of submitting 
to the sanctifying work of your Holy Spirit. Make us what you have already declared us to be. Make us 
holy. Sanctify our minds and bodies, heal the wounds left from past failings, and restore the fractured 
relationships in our lives. Give us appetites and longings that are so large they can only be satisfied 
with your steadfast love and grace. We ask all of this in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 1 John 1:5-9
Pastor:   This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in 
    him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, 
    we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
    have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If 
    we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
    sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
    May the peace of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who came to take away the sin of world, 
    be with you.

HYMN:     497     “I Need Thee, Precious Jesus”

1. I need thee, precious Jesus, for I am full of sin;
my soul is dark and guilty, my heart is dead within.

I need the cleansing fountain where I can always flee,
the blood of Christ most precious, the sinner’s perfect plea.

2. I need thee, precious Jesus, for I am very poor;
a stranger and a pilgrim, I have no earthly store.
I need the love of Jesus to cheer me on my way,

to guide my doubting footsteps, to be my strength and stay.

3. I need thee, precious Jesus, and hope to see thee soon,
encircled with the rainbow and seated on thy throne.

There, with thy blood-bought children, my joy shall ever be,
to sing my Jesus’ praises, to gaze, O Lord, on thee.

OFFERING:
*Remember to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings using the link to online giving or sending checks to 
the church's mailing address.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     337     “O Spirit of the Living God”

1. O Spirit of the living God, in all thy plenitude of grace,
where-e’er the foot of man hath trod, descend on our apostate race.

2. Give tongues of fire and hearts of love to preach the reconciling word;
give pow’r and unction from above, when-e’er the joyful sound is heard.

3. Be darkness, at thy coming, light; confusion, order in thy path;
souls without strength inspire with might; bid mercy triumph over wrath.

4. O Spirit of the Lord, prepare all the round earth her God to meet;
breathe thou abroad like morning air, till hearts of stone begin to beat.

5. Baptize the nations; far and nigh the triumphs of the cross record;
the name of Jesus glorify, till every kindred call him Lord.

6. God from eternity hath willed all flesh shall his salvation see:
so be the Father’s love fulfilled, the Savior’s sufferings crowned through thee.



Nehemiah 6:15-19SCRIPTURE: 
15 16So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. And when all our 
enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, for they 

17perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God. Moreover, in those days the 
18nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah's letters came to them. For many in Judah were 

bound by oath to him, because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah the son of Arah: and his son 
19Jehohanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah as his wife. Also they spoke of 

his good deeds in my presence and reported my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to make me afraid.

SERMON:                        “ ”          Rev. Jeff PateBeyond Us

HYMN:     442     “Arise, O God”

1. Arise, O God, and shine in all thy saving might,
and prosper each design to spread thy glorious light:

let healing streams of mercy flow, 
that all the earth thy truth may know,
that all the earth thy truth may know.

2. Bring distant nations near to sing thy glorious praise;
let ev’ry people hear and learn thy holy ways:

reign, mighty God, assert thy cause, 
and govern by thy righteous laws,
and govern by thy righteous laws.

3. Send forth thy glorious pow’r, that Gentiles all may see,
and earth present her store in converts born to thee:

God, our own God, thy church O bless,
and fill the world with righteousness,
and fill the world with righteousness.

4. To God, the only wise, the one immortal King,
let hallelujahs rise from ev’ry living thing:

let all that breathe, on ev’ry coast,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35

30 DAYS OF PRAYER

During the month of April, please consider participating in our denomination's 30 Days of Prayer. A 
prayer guide can be found online at pcaga.org/prayer/.

ONLINE GIVING

Please maintain your financial support of our church while we are unable to worship together in person. 
In order for you to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings, you may give to Riverwood online 
through the link on the church website. Please note: 

1. You may give directly from your bank account or by credit card. There is no charge for bank 
account donations. The credit card option will charge Riverwood a 2.5-3.5% processing fee.

2. Donations are tax-deductible, and you will receive a giving statement directly from the PCA 
Foundation. Online donations will not appear on your year-end giving statement from Riverwood.

3. There is an optional place to leave a "note." You may use this box as you would the memo line of a 
check if you need to designate giving (deacon's fund, specific missionary, etc.).

You may also mail a check to the church (501 Rice Valley Rd. North, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406). If you have 
any questions, please email Sarah Vander Wal (secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

PLEASE REACH OUT WITH NEEDS

Romans 12:13 says this: "Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality." These are 
extraordinary times. Hospitality may look different right now, but as the body of Christ, we at Riverwood 
are still called to love each other through service and attention to each other's needs. If you have a need, 
whether financial, physical, spiritual, or emotional, please reach out to your elder or a deacon. Elders will 
continue to reach out to their folds as well. In this way, we can continue to love each other and lift each 
other up. If you aren't sure who to contact, you can also email Jeff (jpate@riverwoodchurch.org) or Sarah 
(secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

UPCOMING CHANGES

As current state guidelines are set to expire at the end of the month, we will be reconsidering our options 
for corporate worship and group meetings. Keep an eye out for an announcement this week about future 
services and events at Riverwood. 

April 27   Olivia Staggs
April 29   Amanda Brown
May 1      Calvin Kim
May 2      Nora Claire Bedsole
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