
At no point does the gospel come into more violent collision with the world than in its 
insistence on humility as the paramount virtue. The wisdom of the world despises 
humility. Western culture has been greatly influenced, often unconsciously, by the power-
philosophy of Nietzsche, who envisaged the emergence of “a daring and ruler race.” His 
hero was the Ubermensch, tough, brash, masculine and overbearing, who  would become a 
“lord of the earth.” But if the ideal of Nietzsche was the superman, the ideal of Jesus was 
the little child. There is no possibility of finding a compromise between these alternative 
models; we are obliged to choose.
    John R.W. Stott
    from Pride, Humility, and God

If there is any truth in our message that God's love is unmerited, unearned, and 
unconditional, then our being chosen has nothing to do with our qualifying for it. The 
biblical message of God's choice should never inspire pride; it is supposed to stimulate 
gratitude and humility.

Bryan Chappel

This is the essence of Jesus' vision for the church. It is not a community that heals people 
just so that they will be whole (though healing is important); it is not a community that 
teaches so that people will be gratified by knowledge (though wisdom is valuable); it is not 
a community that evangelizes so that it will grow its ranks (though its mission to the world 
is crucial). The church is a community that invites people to touch the glory of God, to be 
changed by it, and to bear it to the world.
    Gary Burge
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P R A I S E
CALL TO WORSHIP:  Psalm 117
Pastor:   Praise the LORD, all nations!
All:  Extol him, all peoples!
Pastor:  For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
  and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
All:  Praise the LORD! 
Pastor:  Today we gather to call upon the name of our triune God, 
  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, rejoicing in his steadfast love and 
  praising him for his enduring faithfulness.
  Come, let us worship!

HYMN:     75     “O Father, You Are Sovereign”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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Second Sunday of Easter
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Clay Staggs

Ginny Coleman, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE     
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SCRIPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 5:6-11
6“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

7 8
slavery. You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, 

9or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them; for 
I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children 

10
to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to 

11
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall not take the 
name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his 
name in vain.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Almighty God, you alone are worthy of our worship, adoration, and obedience. You 
created all things by the word of your power and by your sovereign might all things are 
sustained. We confess that we are often sinful and rebellious people, all too easily 
tempted to worship your creation rather than you, the Creator. Please forgive us. We 
admit that we readily love the gifts you provide but fail to love you, the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift. Please have mercy on us. We confess that we often use your name 
with little regard for the majesty and wonder of knowing and being in fellowship with 
you, the God of our salvation. We rely on your mercy and grace so we pray all of this in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Isaiah 53
Pastor:  Behold, I bring you good news! God sent his Son, Jesus Christ, the faithful 
  servant who was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and 
  acquainted with grief…Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
  sorrows…he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
  iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with 
  his wounds we are healed.
All:  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
  way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Pastor:  All who follow Jesus Christ by faith have forgiveness in him and have been 
  reconciled to God through him. The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

C O N F E S S I O N
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HYMN:     246     “Man of Sorrows! What a Name”

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Colossians 1:15-20
Leader:   What do you believe concerning Jesus Christ?
All:    I believe that: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
   creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
   visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
   authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he
   is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the
   head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from
   the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all
   the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile
   to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by
   the blood of his cross.   

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     332     “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove”

C O M M I T M E N T



 SCRIPTURE:   James 3:13-18
13
 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works 

14
in the meekness of wisdom.  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your 

15hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.  This is not the wisdom that comes down 
16from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.  For where jealousy and selfish ambition 

17
exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.  But the wisdom from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and 

18
sincere.  And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                                    “A Priceless Gift from Above”                     Rev. Jeff Pate

 What is biblical wisdom?

 “...that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
 understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord...”  Colossians 1:9,10

     I. A word to the wise (v.13)

 A. Wisdom and understanding are shown.

But that is not the way you learned Christ!—assuming that you have heard about him and were 
taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner 
of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to 
put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.         
     Ephesians 4:20-24

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way 
of life, and imitate their faith.  Hebrews 13:7

 B. Wisdom is meek.
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R E A D I N G & P R E A C H I N G  T H E  W O R D
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S E R M O N N O T E S

     II. Worldly wisdom and its fruit (v.14-16)

 Look out for these evil twins!

 Their true nature

 The fruit they produce

     III. Heavenly wisdom and its fruit (v.17,18)

 A seven faceted gem
   
  1.

  2. 

  3.

  4.

  5.

  6.

  7.

 A glorious harvest

 Isaiah 9:6 & 11:2

“And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  
     1 Corinthians 10:30,31
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C O M M U N I O N & B E N E D I C T I O N

HYMN:     427     “Amidst Us Our Beloved Stands”

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor:   Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pastor:   Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:   The gifts of God for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN:     660     “O God beyond All Praising”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31

OFFICER NOMINATIONS

During the five Sundays in May, the Session will gladly receive nominations for the offices 
of elder and deacon. Please prayerfully consider those you think are qualified to office.

YOUTH GROUP

Riverwood Youth will meet today at 5:30 p.m.
 

RIDGE HAVEN SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON AND BAKE SALE – APRIL 24TH 
Immediately following the morning worship service today, our Ridge Haven campers will serving a 
Lasagna Luncheon they prepared for you to enjoy.  We will be collecting donations of any amount 

at the door.  EVERYONE, whether you can make a donation or not, is invited for a time of 
Fellowship and great Lasagna.   There will also be a Bake Sale during the same time period.  There 

is a rumor that a white chocolate, raspberry cheesecake will be available for sale.  This year's 
campers are Elliot, Emory, Lundy, Hanson, Alexa, Sarah, Tristen, Edith, Eliza Kate, Abigail, 

Claude, and Warren. Covenant Kids will not meet this evening. 

HOMELESS CONNECT WITH LOVE INC
You can make a difference in our local homeless community on April 30. For more 

information go to www.loveinctuscaloosa.com/homeless-connect/550-2/
 

SECRET CHURCH

If you are interested in joining with other believers for an evening of in depth study in 
God’s Word, go to https://hopecitytuscaloosa.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1261841

Through March 2022
Operating Income:              $119,326.63
Operating Expense*:     $120,466.92
Net Income:                    ($1,140.29)
Designated gifts:       $42,990.36
Building loan balance:     $686,898.83

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment 

BIRTHDAYS

April 24 Jeff Pate
April 26 Amelia Tullipan
April 27 Olivia Staggs

http://www.loveinctuscaloosa.com/homeless-connect/550-2/
https://hopecitytuscaloosa.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1261841
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