REFLECTIONS

For the Christian, the words 'the end of the road' do not bring fear and uncertainty.
Because we know that finally the path runs not into a tangled wilderness but to the King's
own palace in the celestial city.
David Calhoun
Thomas thereby not only displays his faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but points to
its deepest meaning; it is nothing less than the revelation of who Jesus Christ is. The most
unyielding skeptic has bequeathed to us the most profound confession.
D. A. Carson
The keys of death were hung on the inside of Christ's tomb. From the outside, Christ could
do many wonderful works, including raising a twelve-year-old-girl and two men from the
dead—only to die again. If any were to be raised from the dead, never to die again, Christ
would have to die for them, enter the tomb, take the keys, and unlock the door of death
from the inside.
John Piper
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WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Pastor:
He is risen!
All:
He is risen, indeed!
Pastor:
Come and worship the God who promised, “for you who fear my name,
the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out
leaping like calves from the stall.”
All:
We gather to worship in the name of the One who has been raised from
the dead! For as by a man came death, by a man has also come the
resurrection of the dead and through him eternal life.
Pastor:
Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life. Come, let us worship.
HYMN OF PRAISE:

277

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Joshua 1:1-9
After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses'
assistant, 2“Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this
3
people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. Every place that the sole of
your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4From the wilderness and
this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great
5
Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. No man shall be able to stand before
you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or
6
forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I
7
swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do
according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right
8
hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall
not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful
to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then
9
you will have good success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
1

Leader:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Lord, you come to us, but we do not recognize you; you call, but we do not follow; you
command, but we do not obey, you bless us, but we do not thank you. Please forgive and help us.
Lord, you accept us, but we do not accept others; you forgive us, but we do not forgive those who
wrong us; you love us, but we do not love our neighbors. Please forgive and help us. Lord, you
showed us how to carry out your mission, but we still insist on our own; you identified yourself
with outcasts, the needy, and the poor, but we do not bother to find out what is happening to
them; you suffered and died for the sake of all, but we do not give up our comfortable lives.
Please forgive and help us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: Hebrews 7:24-25; Ephesians 1:7, 19-20
Pastor:
Because our risen Savior lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he
is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he
always lives to make intercession for them. Through faith in Jesus Christ your sins
are forgiven and you have been brought near to God.
All:
In Jesus Christ we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.
Pastor:
May you know what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who
believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when
he raised him from the dead. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:
And also with you.
HYMN:

305

“Arise, My Soul, Arise”
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COMMITMENT
OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY
Presentation of tithes & offerings
DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
RESPONSE:

735 “Gloria Patri”

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

HYMN:
4

“Holy Spirit” (lyrics on page 6)

Lundy Arnold
Valerie Robertson

P R E AC H I N G

OF THE

WORD

SCRIPTURE: John 20:19-31
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
20
“Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
21
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”
19

24

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I
see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and
place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
25

26

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
27
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your
hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him,
29
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in
31
this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:
HYMN:

“From Fear to Faith & Death to Life”
647

Rev. Jeff Pate

“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” st. 1-4
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COMMUNION
RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
All:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,
Pastor:
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
All:
who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
Pastor:
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
All:
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:

271

“Sing, Choirs of New Jerusalem”

BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSING HYMN:

263

“Lift High the Cross” v. 4

H O LY S P I R I T
1. Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.
2. Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude.
Kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace; Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.
3. Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice,
that in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.
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Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

T O DAY

AT

R I V E RWO O D

Due to the Easter holiday, there will be no afternoon or evening activities today. Please
enjoy this time with your family and friends.
April 21
April 28
May 5

SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
No evening activities (Easter)
Covenant Kids Club / Youth End of Semester Celebration
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR EASTER SUNDAY
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
April 23 Mickey DeHaan April 26 Amelia Tulipan
April 24 Jeff Pate
April 27 Olivia Staggs
SPIRIT NIGHT AT PYRO’S PIZZA
This Thursday, April 25, from 4:00-9:00pm, a percentage of sales at Pyro's Pizza will be
donated toward Ridge Haven Camp fees. Plan to eat out that night and help our kids get to
camp this summer!
PRISON MINISTRY LUNCHEON
Riverwood will host a fundraising luncheon for Jumpstart AL on Thursday, April 25. If you
are interested in attending, please contact Jeff.
PARENTS NIGHT OUT
Parents Night Out will be this Saturday, April 27 from 6:00-9:00pm. We will provide pizza,
lemonade, cookies, games, movie time, and plenty of fun! The cost is $10 per child not to
exceed $30 per family. The funds raised will go toward Ridge Haven camp fees.
CATECHISM CLASSES
Catechism meets on Wednesdays for two more weeks this spring. The final class of the
semester is Wednesday, May 1.
YOUTH END OF THE SEMESTER CELEBRATION
The youth are all invited to an end of the semester celebration on April 28. We will be
heading out to the Nipperts’ property for games, a cookout, bonfire, singing, and more. We
will meet at the church at 5:00pm and be back by 8:00pm.
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S U N DAY S C H O O L
At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups.
MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed
2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate
MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal
Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold
MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class led by Jeff Pate
MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class – led by elders
MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S O F S E RV I C E
NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
April 21: Kristina Patridge / Monica Urban / Katharine Bedsole & David Barnes / Rachael Drinkard
April 28: Sarah Vander Wal / Joanie Norris / Janalie Graham & Olivia Patridge / Meredith Patridge
APRIL DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through March 2019:
Operating Income:
$110,338.59
Operating Expense*:
$100,781.92
Net Income:
$9,556.67
Designated gifts:
$30,030.00
Building loan balance:
$847,684.10
*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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