
One of the biggest battles in the early church was about whether people coming in from the 
outside, into what was still basically a Jewish community, had to become Jews—that is had 
to go through the process of becoming a 'proselyte'—in order to belong to the people of 
God as redefined around Jesus (This would have meant that they had to practice the Jewish 
law, including having their menfolk circumcised.) The answer, from Paul and the rest, was a 
resounding no. God welcomes non-Jews as non-Jews, and doesn't require them to become 
Jewish.
     N. T. Wright

God is pursuing with omnipotent passion a worldwide purpose of gathering joyful 
worshipers for Himself from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. He has an 
inexhaustible enthusiasm for the supremacy of His name among the nations. Therefore, let 
us bring our affections into line with His, and, for the sake of His name, let us … join His 
global purpose. 
     John Piper

The first missionary was God the Father, who sent forth his Son…The second missionary 
was that Son, the apostle of our profession…The third missionary is the Holy Ghost whom 
the Savior sends forth into all the world…The fourth missionary is the church, and these 
four missionaries are all involved in one divine redemption to which we owe ourselves 
utterly.

P. T. Forsyth

For the Christian faith, a strong offense is the best defense; indeed, it is the only defense. 
Christians defend their faith by proclaiming the gospel, declaring the reality of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ in the plan and power of God.
     Edmund P. Clowney
     from The Message of 1st Peter

R E F L E C T I O N S
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The Third Sunday of Easter
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Clay Staggs, Mr. Joe Marchetti

Dr. Linda Graham, piano; Mary Clare Johnson, violin

WELCOME & PRELUDE     Christ the Lord Is Risen Today         arr. C. Duncan
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from 1 Peter 1:3-5
Pastor:   The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
   Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
All:   In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade.  

Pastor:  This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded 
by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed 
in the last time.  

All:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Pastor:  He is risen indeed. Come! Let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     115     “All Creatures of Our God and King”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 32:1-5, 9, 10
1 2
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man 

3against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. For when 
 4I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night 

5
your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. I 
acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my 

9
transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Be not like a horse or a 
mule, without understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay 

10near you. Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one who 
trusts in the Lord.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Holy Father, I sin— 

Grant that I may grieve because of it, 
 overthrow my envy, 
 command my tongue,
 trample down my selfishness,
 deliver me from the idols of my heart. 

O God, the eternal One in Three,
 help me to know that
 all things are shadows, but you are substance,
 all things are quicksand, but you are the mountain,
 all things are shifting, but you are the anchor. 

Give me grace to be kind, pure, and peaceable,
 grace to live for your glory,
 grace to be transformed into your likeness. 
Take away my mourning and give me music. 

Still my sighs and fill my being with song. Grant this, O heavenly Father, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, my Redeemer, my Shepherd, my Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: 2 Corinthians 5:14-15
Pastor:    For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 
    and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no 
    longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised 
    again. In Christ alone, we have peace with God. May the Peace of God be 
    with you always.
All:  And also with you.
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C O M M I T M E N T

HYMN:     465     “Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord” 

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY      Let All Things Now Living           arr. C. Duncan
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: adapted from The Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q&A 84-88
Leader:   What does every sin deserve?
People:   Every sin deserves God's wrath and curse, both in this life, and that which 

is to come. 
Leader:  What does God require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse, due 

to us for sin?
People:  God requires of us faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with the 

diligent use of all the outward means whereby Christ communicates to us 
the benefits of redemption. 

Leader:     What is faith in Jesus Christ?
People:  Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon 

him alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel. 
Leader:  What is repentance unto life?
People:  Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true 

sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, does, 
with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose 
of, and endeavor after, new obedience. 

Leader:  What are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicates to 
us the benefits of redemption?

People:  The outward and ordinary means are, his ordinances, especially the Word, 
sacraments, and prayer; all which are made effectual to the elect for 
salvation. 

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     140     “O Word of God Incarnate”
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Acts 15:22-35
22Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them 
and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men 

23among the brothers, with the following letter: “The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the brothers 
24who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. Since we have heard that some persons 

have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them no 
25instructions, it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send them to you with 

26 27our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
28have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. For it has 
29seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: that you 

abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from 
30sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.” So when they were sent off, 

31they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. And 
32when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. And Judas and Silas, who were themselves 

33prophets, encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many words. And after they had spent some time, 
35they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. But Paul and Barnabas remained in 

Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

SERMON:                     “All Things Decently and in Order”      Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     585     “Take My Life, and Let It Be” st. 1-4

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor:  The bread that we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
All:  We who are many are one body, for we all share the same loaf. 
Pastor:  The cup for which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
All:  The cup that we drink is our participation in the blood of Christ. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     585     “Take My Life, and Let It Be” st. 5-6

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4   
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Everyone is invited to return to the sanctuary at 5:00pm for a time of evening worship. 
Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Youth Groups also meet tonight (see 
detailed announcements below).
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 April 15     Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Evening Worship
 April 22 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Choir Rehearsal
 April 29 Dinner on the Grounds / Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth

BABY SHOWER

Please come celebrate with April Henry! We will have a baby shower today at 2:00pm in 
the Fellowship Hall.

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

The Junior Highs (grades 6 through 8) will join each other this evening from 4:30 to 6:10 
in the Barn for a new game - ETERNAL DODGEBALL - followed by some sensational 
singing and the last lesson in our BIBLE 101 study. You don't want to miss this!

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

The Senior Highs (grades 9 through 12) are meeting from 5:40 to 7:45 tonight in the 
Barn. We've got CHICAGO DODGEBALL followed by a time of worship in song, and a 
powerful lesson on Thomas the doubter (John 20:19-31). All we are missing is YOU. So 
come out and join us!

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

T O D A Y A T R I V E R W O O D

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, April 18, at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

April 17   Phoebe Bell
April 18   Elena Arnold
April 18   Regina DeWitt



OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK

 Wednesday, April 18, 3:30pm: Catechism
 Wednesday, April 18, 6:30pm: Women’s Bible Study

BRIDAL GIFT BASKET

There is a gift basket in the foyer for bride-to-be Emily Jones for all who would like to 
contribute a card or gift card to celebrate her upcoming wedding.

WOMEN'S EVENT: LAKE FUN DAY

Spring Fever is here! Let's go kayaking on the lake! Ladies, college age and up, join us this 
Saturday, April 21 from 1-4 at the boat ramp and pavilion just beyond the following 
residence, 1628 Hagler Mill Drive, Northport, AL 35475. There is a pavilion with picnic 
tables where we can visit and share snacks when not out on the lake. If you have your own 
kayak, paddleboard, or canoe bring it on out. If you have one to share but cannot attend, 
please bring it to the church youth barn and notify Pastor Jeff or Sarah. It can be locked up 
there until Saturday when Jeremy Jones will load and deliver them out to the lake. 
Questions: please contact Lorrie Pate, 205-928-2133.

BRIDAL SHOWER

Ladies are invited to join us for a bridal shower honoring Rachel McCleskey on Saturday, 
April 28, at 2:00pm at Kristina Patridge’s home (1231 16th Avenue, 35401).

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. On Sunday, April 29, all cash 
and designated gifts will be used for this purpose.  

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS

After church on Sunday, April 29, plan to join your Riverwood family for dinner on the 
grounds. Each family is asked to bring a stand alone meal that is enough for your family 
plus extra for sharing. We encourage the use of coolers to keep things cold or hot as 
refrigerator space is very limited and too many crock pots blow our circuit breakers! The 
church will provide plates, cups, cutlery, napkins, and ice. Join us as we break bread 
together. 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class – led by Greg Vander Wal

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
April 15: Denell Skaar / Meg Sigmon / Bruce & Mickey DeHaan / David Barnes

April 22: Vielyana Kim / Monica Urban / Tammy & Victoria Bell / Hannah Urban

APRIL DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through March 2018:
Operating Income:                   $89,726.36
Operating Expense*: $107,975.15
Net Income:                       ($18,248.79)
Designated gifts:                   $5,871.00
Building loan balance:        $930,372.95

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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