
The death of the Cross - death's triumph hour - that was the point where God's gate 
opened; and to that gate we come again and again, as our lives unfold, and through it pass 
even on earth to our joyful resurrection, to a life each time more abundant, for each time 
the dying is a deeper dying. The Christian life is a process of deliverance out of one world 
into another, and “death,” as has been truly said, “is the only way out of any world in which 
we are.”
     Lilias Trotter (1853-1928)
     Artist and Missionary to Algeria

No man would find it difficult to die who died every day.
     C. H. Spurgeon

…kingship and priesthood are to be enacted in the believer as they are in Christ—through 
suffering and self-sacrifice in the service of others. The believer is king of everything by 
being a servant of everyone; the believer is completely free by being subject to all. As Christ 
demonstrated his kingship and power by death on the cross, so the believer does so by 
giving himself or herself unconditionally to the aid of others. We are to be, as Luther puts 
it, little Christs to our neighbors, for in so doing we find our true identity as children of 
God.
     Carl R. Trueman

Drinking our cup involves carefully choosing those actions which lead us closer to complete 
emptying of it, so that at the end of our lives we can say with Jesus: “It is fulfilled.” That 
indeed, is the paradox: We fulfill life by emptying it. In Jesus own words: “Anyone who 
loses his life for my sake will find it.”
     Henri Nouwen
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Palm Sunday
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 118 & John 12
Pastor:   This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
All:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
  We bless you from the house of the LORD.
Pastor:  With the crowd that gathered in Jerusalem taking branches of palm trees      
  and going out to meet Jesus, we cry out, 
All:  “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
  even the King of Israel!”
Pastor:  The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
All:  You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
  You are my God; I will extol you.
Pastor:  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
  for his steadfast love endures forever! Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     2     “O Worship the King”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 10:1-11
1 2Why, O Lord, do you stand far away? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? In 
arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; let them be caught in the schemes that they 

3have devised. For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, and the one greedy for gain 
4curses and renounces the Lord. In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; all 

5his thoughts are, “There is no God.” His ways prosper at all times; your judgments are on 
6high, out of his sight; as for all his foes, he puffs at them. He says in his heart, “I shall not 

7be moved; throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.” His mouth is filled with 
8cursing and deceit and oppression; under his tongue are mischief and iniquity. He sits in 

ambush in the villages; in hiding places he murders the innocent. His eyes stealthily watch 
9for the helpless; he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket; he lurks that he may seize the 

10poor; he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net. The helpless are crushed, sink 
11down, and fall by his might. He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, he has hidden his 

face, he will never see it.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Gracious and holy God, we come before your presence recognizing that you are perfect 
in righteousness and boundless in wisdom. We know that you keep watch on the evil and 
the good and nothing is hidden from you. Though we profess faith in you and your 
saving work for us, we live as if you did not exist. Please forgive us for not seeking you, 
for having mouths filled with cursing, deceit and oppression, for taking advantage of the 
weak and poor, and for the pridefulness in our hearts. Have mercy on us and forgive us 
of our sins. Holy Spirit, help us to seek your will, change us to be more like our Savior, 
and renew us through your transforming word. We ask these things in the name of Jesus, 
our Savior and King. Amen.  

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Hebrews 10
Pastor:  Hear the good news! When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 
   sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until his 
   enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 
All:  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     254     “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed” 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY       
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions & Answers 23, 25, 27, and 30

Leader:  What offices does Christ fill as our Redeemer?
People:  Christ as our Redeemer fills the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, 
  in his states both of humiliation and exaltation.

Leader:  How does Christ fill the office of a priest?
People: Christ fills the office of a priest in his once offering up of himself to God as a 
  sacrifice, to satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to God; and in making 
  constant intercession for us.

Leader:  In what did Christ’s humiliation consist?
People: Christ’s humiliation consisted in being born, and that in a poor circumstance; 
  in being subject to God’s law; in undergoing the miseries of this life, the 
  wrath of God and the curse of death on the cross; in being buried; and in 
  continuing under the power of death for a time.

Leader:  How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?
People:  The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ by producing 
  faith in us, and by this uniting us to Christ in our effective calling.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     529     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

C O M M I T M E N T



5

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: John 12:23-36
23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 

25
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates 

26
his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor 
him. 
27
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for 

28
this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 

29
from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd that stood there 

30and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus 
31answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this 

32
world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the 

33
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he was 

34
going to die. So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ 
remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son 

35of Man?” So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk 
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness 

36
does not know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you 
may become sons of light.” 

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them.

Pastor:  The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,     
  piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and     
  discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
All:  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed 
  to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

SERMON:                    “The Unexpected Path of Glory”                  Rev. Jeff Pate
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Covenant Kids Club and Youth Groups meet tonight at 5:30pm.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 April 14   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
 April 21   No evening activities (Easter)
 April 28   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
 May 5    Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR PALM SUNDAY

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14-23:56

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

HYMN:     615     “Come, Ye Disconsolate, Where’er Ye Languish” 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
All:  who redeems your life from the pit, 
  who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
Pastor:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
All:  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
  and honor and glory and blessing!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     255     “O Jesus, We Adore Thee” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  

C O M M U N I O N



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

YOUTH GAME NIGHT

Game night is this Wednesday, April 17, at 6:00pm at the Pate house (2030 Idlewood Dr. 
35405). 

SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, April 17 at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

EASTER BASKETS FOR WINGS OF GRACE

During the Family Easter Celebration on April 20, the children will be filling 45 Easter 
baskets to be given to children at Wings of Grace. We need donations of candy, snack 
foods, and small toys/stuffed animals to place in the baskets. There is a box in the foyer of 
the Sanctuary to collect these items. You may also bring the items to Joann's office. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE

This Thursday, April 18, at 6:00pm, Riverwood Church will worship at our traditional 
Maundy Thursday Communion service. The service remembers the night the Lord was 
betrayed and met with His disciples and instituted Holy Communion. Join us in worship as 
we remember and anticipate the great celebration of Easter and the Resurrection.

FAMILY EASTER CELEBRATION

All families are welcome to join us for the Family Easter Celebration this Saturday, April 20. 
We will begin at 10:00 with crafts for children 12 and under and filling Easter Baskets for 
Wings of Grace. There will be music and The Easter Story. Lunch will be provided. At 
12:30, an Easter Egg Hunt for children 6 and under will be held. The older children will be 
hiding the eggs.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

"Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, 
and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb." John 20:1

What better way to start the celebration of our Savior's resurrection this Easter Sunday than 
gathering with the household of faith to worship together?! Everyone is invited to come out 
for an early morning celebration followed by doughnuts and drinks. This year's Easter 
sunrise service will begin at 6:15 a.m.  
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

April 17   Phoebe Bell
April 18   Elena Arnold
April 18   Regina DeWitt



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
April 14: Laura Silvashy / Debbie Jones / Greg Vander Wal & Chanley Henson / Kay Kirkley

April 21: Kristina Patridge / Monica Urban / Katharine Bedsole & David Barnes / Rachael Drinkard

APRIL DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through March 2019:
Operating Income:                  $110,338.59
Operating Expense*:  $100,781.92
Net Income:                           $9,556.67
Designated gifts:                  $30,030.00
Building loan balance:         $847,684.10

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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