
R I V E R W O O D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
April 12, 2020 • 10:30am • Rev. Jeff Pate, pastor

Easter Sunday
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Robert Thornton

Joann Williams, piano

REFLECTIONS:
Our message is Jesus Christ; we dare not give less, and we cannot give more.
     William Temple, former Archbishop of Canterbury

Now we have received from God nothing but love and favor, for Christ has pledged and given us his 
righteousness and everything he has; he has poured out upon us all his treasures, which no man can 
measure and no angel can understand or fathom, for God is a glowing furnace of love, reaching even from 
the earth to the heavens.

 Martin Luther, from a sermon

But remember, sinner, it is not thy hold of Christ that saves thee—it is Christ; it is not thy joy in Christ that 
saves thee—it is Christ; it is not even faith in Christ, though that is the instrument—it is Christ's blood and 
merits; therefore look not so much to thy hand with which thou art grasping Christ as to Christ; look not 
to thy hope, but to Christ, the source of thy hope; look not to thy faith, but to Christ, the author and 
finisher of thy faith.
     C. H. Spurgeon

CALL TO WORSHIP: from 1 Peter 1, 2 Corinthians 4, & Colossians 3
Pastor:  Wherever you are, hear this call to worship, you who through Christ are believers in God, 
  who raised Christ from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
All:  For we know that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus 
  and bring us with you into His presence.
Pastor:  If then you have been raised with Christ, let us seek the things that are above, 
  where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 



HYMN:     277     “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

1. “Christ the Lord is ris’n today,” Alleluia! sons of men and angels say; Alleluia!
raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia! sing ye heav’ns, and earth, reply. Alleluia!

2. Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Alleluia! Christ has burst the gates of hell: Alleluia!
death in vain forbids his rise; Alleluia! Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia!

3. Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia! where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once he died, our souls to save; Alleluia! where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! foll’wing our exalted Head; Alleluia!
made like him, like him we rise; Alleluia! ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

5. Hail, the Lord of earth and heav’n! Alleluia! Praise to thee by both be giv’n; Alleluia!
thee we greet triumphant now; Alleluia! hail, the Resurrection, thou! Alleluia!

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 5:6-21
6 7“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You 

8shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
9You shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the 

10iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but 
11showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall not 

take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name 
12 13in vain. Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded you. Six days you 

14shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall 
not do any work, you or your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female servant, or your 
ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates, that your male 

15servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. You shall remember that you were a slave in the 
land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an 

16outstretched arm. Therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day. Honor your 
father and your mother, as the Lord your God commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it 

17 18may go well with you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. And you 
19 20shall not commit adultery. And you shall not steal. And you shall not bear false witness against your 

21neighbor. And you shall not covet your neighbor's wife. And you shall not desire your neighbor's house, 
his field, or his male servant, or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor's.”

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, as we hear your righteous and good Law read, we are confronted with our sin. We 
have worshiped ourselves and made idols of our wealth and status. We confess that we have taken your 
name in vain and have not kept your day holy. We have failed to honor our parents and others in 
places of authority. Please forgive us. Have mercy on us for harboring anger and resentment against 
one another, and not protecting the lives of others. Please forgive our lustful glances, our greedy 
withholding, and the ways we twist the truth to fit our desires. Have mercy on us for coveting what 
you haven't given. Forgive us for thinking that you have withheld what would be for our good or for 
your glory. We rely on your mercy and your grace. In Christ's name, amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Matthew 11:28-29
Pastor:   Jesus Christ was the Lamb of God who came to take away the sins of the world. The eternal 
    Son of God who took on flesh has borne our griefs and carried our sorrow. He was pierced 
    for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, and cut off from the land of the living. 
    And with His wounds you have been healed. He was delivered up for our trespasses and 
    raised for our justification. And now, for those who are in Christ Jesus, there is no 
    condemnation. May the peace of Jesus Christ and the joy of loving Him fill you all.

HYMN:     255     “O Jesus, We Adore Thee”

1. O Jesus, we adore thee, upon the cross, our King!
We bow our hearts before thee, thy gracious name we sing.

That name hath brought salvation, that name in life our stay,
our peace, our consolation, when life shall fade away.

2. Yet doth the world disdain thee, still passing by the cross;
Lord, may our hearts retain thee; all else we count but loss.

Ah, Lord, our sins arraigned thee, and nailed thee to the tree:
our pride, our Lord, disdained thee; yet deign our hope to be.

3. O glorious King, we bless thee, no longer pass thee by;
O Jesus, we confess thee, the Son enthroned on high.

Lord, grant to us remission; life through thy death restore;
yea, grant us the fruition of life forevermore.

OFFERING:
*Remember to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings using the link to online giving or sending checks to 
the church's mailing address.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:   Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
   and of all things visible and invisible.

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
   of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
   very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
   by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
   down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
   Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
   Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
   according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
   right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
   the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

   And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
   proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
   Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

   And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
   one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
   the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     330     “Holy Ghost, Dispel Our Sadness”

1. Holy Ghost, dispel our sadness, pierce the clouds of sinful night;
come, O source of sweetest gladness, breathe your life and spread your light.

Loving Spirit, God of peace, great distributor of grace,
rest upon this congregation; hear, O hear our supplication.

2. From that height which knows no measure, as a gracious show’r descend;
bringing down the richest treasure man can wish or God can send.

Heav’nly Glory, shining down from the Father and the Son,
grant us your illumination; rest upon this congregation.

3. Come, O best of all donations God can give or we implore;
having your sweet consolations we need wish for nothing more.

Come with unction and with pow’r, on our souls your graces show’r;
author of the new creation, make our hearts your habitation.



Revelation 1:9-18SCRIPTURE: 
9I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are 

10in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I 
11was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write 

what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum 
and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 
13and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden 

14sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a 
15flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of 
16many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and 

his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I 
18am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the 

keys of Death and Hades.

SERMON:                        “ ”     Rev. Jeff PateAlive Forevermore!

HYMN:     “In Christ Alone”

1. In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace,  when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.

2. In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save:

Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied -
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live.

3. There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine - bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

Words and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
©2002 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR EASTER SUNDAY

Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-18

30 DAYS OF PRAYER

During the month of April, please consider participating in our denomination's 30 Days of Prayer. A 
prayer guide can be found online at pcaga.org/prayer/.

ONLINE GIVING

Please maintain your financial support of our church while we are unable to worship together in person. 
In order for you to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings, you may give to Riverwood online 
through the link on the church website. Please note: 

1. You may give directly from your bank account or by credit card. There is no charge for bank 
account donations. The credit card option will charge Riverwood a 2.5-3.5% processing fee.

2. Donations are tax-deductible, and you will receive a giving statement directly from the PCA 
Foundation. Online donations will not appear on your year-end giving statement from Riverwood.

3. There is an optional place to leave a "note." You may use this box as you would the memo line of a 
check if you need to designate giving (deacon's fund, specific missionary, etc.).

You may also mail a check to the church (501 Rice Valley Rd. North, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406). If you have 
any questions, please email Sarah Vander Wal (secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Please let your Shepherding Elder or Jeff (jpate@riverwoodchurch.org) know if you have any needs the 
church can assist with.

OFFICER NOMINATIONS

Over the coming weeks, communing members of Riverwood will have the opportunity to submit names 
of individuals to potentially serve as church officers. Prior to nominating someone to the officer of 
Ruling Elder or Deacon, take time to reflect on the qualifications found in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 and 
prayerfully consider if that person is a good candidate. Also, please share with the individual your desire 
to nominate him and ask if he would be willing to participate in the training and examination process 
that would follow this nomination.

April 17   Phoebe Bell
April 18   Elena Arnold
April 18   Regina DeWitt
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