
R E F L E C T I O N S

Peter's declaration of our 'peoplehood' in Christ has vast consequences for the life of
the church of Christ. The church is not just a religious association formed by saved
individuals to give united expression to their faith...Church fellowship is not an
optional advantage, to be chosen or ignored, like membership in a social club. It is the
calling of every Christian. There is a spiritual 'ethnicity' to the church of Christ;
Christians are blood relatives, joined by the blood of Jesus Christ.

Christian growth cannot be self-centered and individualistic, for it occurs in the context
of fellowship, a fellowship which must deepen and remain for all eternity. 

No church can spread the gospel with any degree of integrity, let alone credibility,
unless it has been visibly changed by the gospel it preaches. We need to look like what
we are talking about. It is not enough to receive the gospel and pass it on; we must
embody it in our common life of faith, love, joy, peace, righteousness and hope.

Ed Clowney                                                                              

Wayne Grudem
From Commentary on 1 Peter              

John Stott                                                                            



May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
may the Lord rejoice in his works,
who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
who touches the mountains and they smoke! 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
May our meditation be pleasing to him, for we rejoice in the Lord. 
Come, let us worship!

September 25, 2022 10:30 Worship Service 16th Sunday after Pentecost

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Rev. Jeff Pate
Assisting Elder, Dusty Sheppard; Pianist, Linda Graham 

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 104 
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

P R A I S E

HYMN:   #97 "We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator"        

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S SUPPER

· ·

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

PRELUDE



SCRIPTURE READING:  

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N  

·
19 “'I said, how I would set you among my sons, and give you a pleasant land, a heritage
most beautiful of all nations. And I thought you would call me, My Father, and would
not turn from following me. 20  Surely, as a treacherous wife leaves her husband, so
have you been treacherous to me, O house of Israel, declares the LORD.' 21  A voice on
the bare heights is heard, the weeping and pleading of Israel’s sons because they have
perverted their way; they have forgotten the LORD their God. 22  'Return, O faithless
sons; I will heal your faithlessness.' Behold, we come to you, for you are the LORD our
God. 23  Truly the hills are a delusion, the orgies on the mountains.Truly in the LORD
our God is the salvation of Israel. 24  But from our youth the shameful thing has
devoured all for which our fathers labored, their flocks and their herds, their sons and
their daughters. 25 Let us lie down in our shame, and let our dishonor cover us. For we
have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even to this
day, and we have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.”

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love
remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way. For your name's sake, O Lord, pardon my guilt, for
it is great. Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. The troubles of
my heart are enlarged; bring me out of my distresses. Consider my affliction and my
trouble, and forgive all my sins. We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 

Jeremiah 3:19-25

from Psalm 25 



A S S U R A N C E  &  C O M M I T T M E N T  

·

HYMN:  #465 "Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord"

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  

Pastor:

All:

Lift up your heads and hear the gospel! Now in Christ Jesus you who
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he
himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might
reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing
the hostility. Through faith in Christ your sins have been forgiven and
you are reconciled to God. The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

from Ephesians 2 

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Christian, what is your only comfort in life and death? 
That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and
in death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my
sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from all the power of
the devil. He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of
my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all
things must work together for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy
Spirit he also assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing
and ready from now on to live for him. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Heidelberg Catechism Q & A #1 

Leader:
All:



R E C E I V I N G  T H E  W O R D  

·

SCRIPTURE:  Romans 12:3-8
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and
the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members one of another.6 Having gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our
serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the
one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of
mercy, with cheerfulness.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER                                                                                               

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

HYMN:  #337 "O Spirit of the Living God"

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.



R E C E I V I N G  T H E  W O R D  

·
SERMON: "Body Life" Rev. Jeff Pate 

Humility: the common  character of the members

Diversity: beauty and health in variety

Unity: interconnected and interdependent

Intentionality: employing varied gifts to serve the body



T H E  S A C R A M E N T  &  B E N E D I C T I O N  

·
RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
He forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases, redeems your life
from the pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law,
to redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as sons.
And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and
if a son, then an heir through God. Let us eat the feast with thankful
hearts as God's redeemed and beloved children.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   263 "Lift High the Cross" 
Refrain:

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the
world adore his sacred name.

 
Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath

the shadow of its healing peace. 
(Refrain)

 

HYMN:   #427 "Amidst Us Our Beloved Stands"             

HYMN:   #347 "The Church's One Foundation"             



A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

RIVERWOOD PRAYER FOR 2022 

Today
September 28 
September 29  

Kids and Youth Ministry resumes tonight at 5:30 
Corporate prayer meeting in the Admin building at 6 p.m.
Women's Bible Study at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.   

Almighty God, fill us with the knowledge of your will that we may walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God. Holy Spirit, strengthen us with all power,
according to your glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy that we may
constantly give thanks to our Heavenly Father, who has qualified us to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light.

Through August 2022 
Operating Income:
Operating Expense*:
 Net Income:
Designated Gifts: 
Building Loan Balance: 

$289,291.28
$306,292.14

($17,000.86)
$86,787.07

$650,130.29

Birthdays 
September 26       Asher Henry
September 27        Tristan Drinkard
September 27        Ava Grace Odom

*Includes minimum monthly building loan payment 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE RUFi 

RUF has a specific ministry called RUFi that serves international students. Several of
our college students are leaders in this particular ministry and are looking for church
members to come alongside them as they share the gospel with students from all
across the world.  If you would like to serve, host, or provide food you can contact Anna
Gardner Herren at (205) 864-3645. 


