


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by scanning the QR code on the back page of this bulletin and filling out the linked
Information Connection page. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to

meet you and answer any questions you may have. 

Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; 
to all who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; 

to all who sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors 
in the name of Jesus, the friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS
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Antinomianism is not freedom. Only in obedience to God’s commands do we discover
release from the shame of infidelity, the worries of dishonesty, the emptiness of
materialism, the web of gossip, the poison of hatred, the compulsions of our
addictions, the embarrassment of anger, the hollow victories of ambition, and the
remorse for time wasted on self. We are free from the curse of the Law but thankfully
not lacking its guidance.

Bryan Chapell
Holiness by Grace

The ugly truth is that we tend to avoid suffering by compromise. Our moral standards
are often not noticeably higher than the standards of the world. Our lives do not
challenge and rebuke unbelievers by their integrity or purity or love. The world sees in
us nothing to hate. … . We are respectable, conventional, inoffensive and ineffective.

John R. W. Stott

Beliefs don’t automatically produce life change, character change. Beliefs ought to
change everything, but they don’t always. The links between believing and changing
are Christian practices, means of grace we call them, avenues for God’s grace to run
and flow into our lives. There is none more important than communion.

Tim Keller



March 3, 2024 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Jeff Pate
Assisting Elder, Gene Martin

Piano, Joann Williams

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRAISE
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How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise!
Come, let us worship.

CALL TO WORSHIP:    from Psalm 84
Pastor:
All:

Pastor:

All:
Pastor:

HYMN:   353 “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

PRELUDE                



CONFESSION OF  S IN
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SCRIPTURE READING:  Revelation 2:18-29
18 And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: “The words of the Son of God, who
has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 19 I know your
works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works
exceed the first. 20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel,
who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice
sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but
she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw her onto a
sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation,
unless they repent of her works, 23 and I will strike her children dead. And all the
churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of
you according to your works. 24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this
teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I
do not lay on you any other burden. 25 Only hold fast what you have until I come. 26 The
one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority
over the nations, 27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are
broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father. 28 And I will
give him the morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of our bodies and the gift of loving
sexual intimacy. Please forgive us for abusing those gifts by tolerating and even
participating in immorality. Have mercy on us for the ways we have sinned against
you and one another in our corrupt thoughts, with our careless words, and through
our selfish actions. Holy Spirit, guide and enable us to truly repent. Turn us from
lust to sincere love, and from consumption to commitment. Christ Jesus, who came
to reconcile and restore all relationships, heal and restore our fragile lives and our
broken marriages. In your name, Lord, we pray. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 
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RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS

Pastor:

All:

Hear the good news! Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,
that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor,
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and
without blemish. Through faith in Jesus Christ you have been washed and
forgiven, and now he continues to sanctify you through his word. The
peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:     from Ephesians 5

HYMN:   529 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

OFFERTORY PRAYER & OFFERTORY      

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:      The Apostles’ Creed
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AFFIRMATION OF  FAITH

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

HYMN:   "Holy Spirit"

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul.
Bring the presence of the risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; Give me faith for what I cannot see,
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within, may Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover every sin, in each thought and deed and attitude.

Kindness to the greatest and the least, gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my strivings into works of grace; Breath of God show Christ in all I do.

Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, giving life to all that God has made,
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for your ways.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; Lead us on the road of sacrifice,
That in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                        

PROFESSION OF FAITH Tristan Drinkard



1 “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord: look to the
rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look
to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called
him, that I might bless him and multiply him. 3 For the Lord comforts Zion; he
comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the
garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of
song. 4 Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; for a law will
go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 5 My righteousness
draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the
coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear
out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation
will be forever, and my righteousness will never be dismayed. 7 Listen to me, you who
know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear not the reproach of
man, nor be dismayed at their revilings. 8 For the moth will eat them up like a
garment, and the worm will eat them like wool, but my righteousness will be forever,
and my salvation to all generations. 9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the
Lord; awake, as in days of old, the generations of long ago. Was it not you who cut
Rahab in pieces, who pierced the dragon? 10 Was it not you who dried up the sea, the
waters of the great deep, who made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to
pass over? 11 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy,  
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”

Isaiah 51:1-11SCRIPTURE:  

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.
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 RECEIVING THE WORD

SERMON: “Righteousness Comes Near, Salvation Goes Out” Rev. Jeff Pate



COMMUNION &  BENEDICTION
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RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:

All:

God meets us in the sacraments, holy acts in which his deeds elicit our
response. In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to believers to
guarantee our share in his death and resurrection, and to unite us to him and
to each other.
We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and
that he shall come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

HYMN:     363 “We Gather Together”

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath
the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)

HYMN:     172 “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Week at Riverwood
Sunday, March 3 at 5:30pm: Covenant Kids and Youth Group

Wednesday, March 6 at 6:00pm: Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, March 6 at 6:00pm: Session Meeting
Thursday, March 7 at 6:00pm: Men’s Bible Study

Holy Week at Riverwood
Palm Sunday, March 24

Congregational Meeting after worship

Maundy Thursday, March 28
Communion Service at 7:00pm

Saturday, March 30
Kids Club Easter Event at 10:00am

Easter Sunday, March 31
The Son Has Risen Service at 8:30am

Easter Breakfast at 9:15am
Worship Service at 10:30am

Baby Shower
We will have a baby shower to honor Lucy Heydt and welcome Charles Otto Heydt on
Sunday, March 10 at 2:00 in the Administration Building. See your weekly
announcement email for a link to Lucy’s Amazon registry!

UnBound216 Easter Hygiene Kits
We will be putting together hygiene kits for the 320 inmates who are involved in the
UnBound216 ministry. There is a basket in the narthex to place your items. Donations
needed: white washcloths, full size bars of soap, full size toothpaste, individually
packaged toothbrushes, full size stick deodorant, and plain white crew socks. There will
be a packing party on March 22 at 5:30pm at Brent PCA, and all are invited!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Financials through February
Operating Income:                 $53,856.50
Operating Expense*:             $66,262.19
Net Income:                           ($12,405.69)
Designated gifts:                     $12,095.00
Building loan balance:         $504,032.64
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Scan this QR code to
fill out a visitor's
form, request prayer,
or learn more about
RPC!

Pier Groups
We believe an important component of Christian discipleship is regular time in the
word and prayer with fellow believers. One way we seek to provide opportunities for
that is through small groups that we refer to as Pier Groups. We currently have four
groups for you to choose from.

Martins (4004 Triple Crown Circle, 35406) on Sundays in their home @ 5:30 pm. For
more info contact Gene at (205) 614-2781.
Sheppards on Sundays in the Fellowship Hall @ 5:30 pm. To find out more about
this group, call Dusty at (205) 542-0252.
Pates (2030 Idlewood Drive, 35405) on Tuesdays at their home @ 6 pm. You can
reach out to Jeff at (205) 771-0170.
Kims (5010 Lakehurst Drive, 35473) on Fridays at their home @ 6:30 pm. John can
be reached at (443) 722-1727.

Happy Birthday
Peggy Drinkard   March 4
Ginny Coleman   March 9

Congregational Meeting
There will be a congregational meeting immediately after worship on Sunday, March 24
for the purpose of electing new officers. The two candidates will be Robert Sheppard
(elder) and Tommy Coleman (deacon).
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