


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by scanning the QR code on the back page of this bulletin and filling out the linked
Information Connection page. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to

meet you and answer any questions you may have. 

Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; 
to all who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; 

to all who sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors 
in the name of Jesus, the friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS
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For it appears, that all that is ever spoken of in the Scriptures as the ultimate end of
God’s works, is included in that one phrase, the glory of God.

Jonathan Edwards

     He giveth more grace as our burdens grow greater, 
     He sendeth more strength as our labors increase; 
     to added afflictions He addeth His mercy, 
     to multiplied trials He multiplies peace. 

     When we have exhausted our store of endurance, 
     when our strength has failed ere the day is half done, 
     when we reach the end of our hoarded resources 
     our Father’s full giving is only begun. 

     His love has no limits, His grace has no measure, 
     His power no boundary known unto men; 
     for out of His infinite riches in Jesus 
     He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again.

Annie Flint

The idea is not simply that we have been forgiven, and therefore we ought to forgive,
but that God Himself, in Christ has forgiven us, and therefore our debt is incalculable.
No matter how much wretched evil has been done against us, it is little compared with
the offense that we have thrown in the face of God. Yet God in Christ has forgiven us.
If we know anything of the release of this forgiveness, if we have glimpsed anything of
the magnitude of the debt we owe to God, our forgiveness of others will not seem to
be such a large leap.

D. A. Carson



February 4, 2024 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Jeff Pate
Assisting Elder, John Kim

Piano, Nancy Allen

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRAISE
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Blessed are those whose strength is in the LORD of hosts, 
in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed! 
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell 
in the tents of wickedness. 
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly.
O LORD of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you! Come, let us worship!

CALL TO WORSHIP:    Psalm 84
Pastor:

All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

HYMN:   2 “O Worship the King”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

PRELUDE                



CONFESSION OF  S IN
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SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 18:21-35
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but
seventy-seven times. 23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on
his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity
for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put
him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place.
32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant,
as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay
all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, our
shortcomings, and our offenses against you. You alone know how often we have
refused to forgive one another. When we withhold mercy from others, we have
sinned against you, who have been so merciful toward us. Please forgive us and
show mercy toward us, once again. Holy Spirit, help us to repent. Work in us so that
we would be quick to forgive and slow to anger. We ask this in the name of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 
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RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS

OFFERTORY PRAYER       

OFFERTORY             

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

HYMN:   460 “Amazing Grace!”

Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. 
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins. Therefore, since we have been justified
through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Through faith in Jesus Christ your sins are pardoned and you are received
as righteous. May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:     Rom. 5:8; Col. 1:13-14; Rom. 5:1
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AFFIRMATION OF  FAITH

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                        

HYMN:   263 “Lift High the Cross”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:           Colossians 1:15-20

Christian, what do you believe about Jesus Christ?
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be
preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of
his cross.

Leader:
All:

MISSIONS MOMENT



1 Hear this, O house of Jacob, who are called by the name of Israel, and who came from the
waters of Judah, who swear by the name of the Lord and confess the God of Israel, but not in
truth or right. 2 For they call themselves after the holy city, and stay themselves on the God of
Israel; the Lord of hosts is his name. 3 “The former things I declared of old; they went out from
my mouth, and I announced them; then suddenly I did them, and they came to pass. 4 Because I
know that you are obstinate, and your neck is an iron sinew and your forehead brass, 5 I
declared them to you from of old, before they came to pass I announced them to you, lest you
should say, ‘My idol did them, my carved image and my metal image commanded them.’ 6 You
have heard; now see all this; and will you not declare it? From this time forth I announce to you
new things, hidden things that you have not known. 7 They are created now, not long ago;
before today you have never heard of them, lest you should say, ‘Behold, I knew them.’ 8 You
have never heard, you have never known, from of old your ear has not been opened. For I knew
that you would surely deal treacherously, and that from before birth you were called a rebel. 9
For my name's sake I defer my anger; for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may
not cut you off. 10 Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of
affliction. 11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned?
My glory I will not give to another. 12 Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I called! I am he; I
am the first, and I am the last. 13 My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand
spread out the heavens; when I call to them, they stand forth together. 14 Assemble, all of you,
and listen! Who among them has declared these things? The Lord loves him; he shall perform
his purpose on Babylon, and his arm shall be against the Chaldeans. 15 I, even I, have spoken
and called him; I have brought him, and he will prosper in his way. 16 Draw near to me, hear
this: from the beginning I have not spoken in secret, from the time it came to be I have been
there.” And now the Lord God has sent me, and his Spirit. 17 Thus says the Lord, your
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads
you in the way you should go. 18 Oh that you had paid attention to my commandments! Then
your peace would have been like a river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea; 19
your offspring would have been like the sand, and your descendants like its grains; their name
would never be cut off or destroyed from before me.” 20 Go out from Babylon, flee from
Chaldea, declare this with a shout of joy, proclaim it, send it out to the end of the earth; say,
“The Lord has redeemed his servant Jacob!” 21 They did not thirst when he led them through
the deserts; he made water flow for them from the rock; he split the rock and the water gushed
out. 22 “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.”

Isaiah 48SCRIPTURE:  

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.
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 RECEIVING THE WORD

SERMON: “God Is More Determined than You” Rev. Jeff Pate



COMMUNION &  BENEDICTION
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RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:

All:

Eternal God, let your Holy Spirit move in power over us and over these earthly
gifts of bread and wine, that our sharing of them may be for us the communion
of the body and blood of Christ, and that we may become one in him. May his
coming in glory find us ever watchful in prayer, strong in truth and love, and
faithful in the breaking of the bread. Then, at last, all peoples will be free, all
divisions healed, and with your whole creation we will sing your praise, through
your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor
and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

HYMN:     580 “Lead On, O King Eternal”

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath
the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)

HYMN:     402 “Abide with Me: Fast Falls the Eventide”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Covenant Kids Club & Youth Group
Covenant Kids Club and Youth Group will both meet tonight at 5:30pm.

Marriage Enrichment Weekend
Riverwood members have been invited to participate in a marriage enrichment
weekend with Alberta Baptist Church on February 16 and 17. Pastor Jeff and Lorrie will
be part of panel discussions and leading breakout sessions. Please see your weekly
announcement email for more information and the link to register.

Men’s Bible Study
Men's Bible Study continues this Thursday, February 8 from 6pm to approximately 7pm
with plans to continue for a few months on Thursday nights in the Fellowship Hall. We
are considering Dr. R.C. Sproul's "What is Reformed Theology?" Please feel free to invite
anyone outside the church that you think might like to attend. If you have questions
you can contact Dusty Sheppard at (205) 542-0252.

Women’s Bible Study
The winter Women's Bible Study continues this week. It meets on Wednesdays at 6pm
in the Fellowship Hall with a light dinner provided. Paige Brown is teaching on the book
of Daniel.

Calling All Riverwood Bakers!
Bring the whole family for a church-wide cupcake contest this Saturday, February 10 at
6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Easy steps to participate:

Create a team (or make it a family affair!)
Bake 2 dozen delicious cupcakes
Bring cupcakes to the Fellowship Hall on Saturday for a fierce competition and
plenty of fellowship, dessert, and coffee!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Financials through January
Operating Income:                 $29,112.26
Operating Expense*:             $32,662.93
Net Income:                             ($3,550.67)
Designated gifts:                     $11,410.00
Building loan balance:         $510,484.56
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Scan this QR code to
fill out a visitor's
form, request prayer,
or learn more about
RPC!

Happy Birthdays

February 4   Chanley Henson
February 4   Bill Hewett
February 4   Lorrie Pate
February 7   Phil Huizinga

Pier Groups
We believe an important component of Christian discipleship is regular time in the
word and prayer with fellow believers. One way we seek to provide opportunities for
that is through small groups that we refer to as Pier Groups. We currently have four
groups for you to choose from.

Martins (4004 Triple Crown Circle, 35406) on Sundays in their home @ 5:30 pm. For
more info contact Gene at (205) 614-2781.
Sheppards on Sundays in the Fellowship Hall @ 5:30 pm. To find out more about
this group, call Dusty at (205) 542-0252.
Pates (2030 Idlewood Drive, 35405) on Tuesdays at their home @ 6 pm. You can
reach out to Jeff at (205) 771-0170.
Kims (5010 Lakehurst Drive, 35473) on Fridays at their home @ 6:30 pm beginning
in February. John can be reached at (443) 722-1727.

UnBound216 Fellowship Dinner
Riverwood is providing the meal for a dinner for UnBound216 in Brent on Friday,
February 23. The menu is chili, salad, dessert, and tea. Interested on helping? See
Joannie Norris or Mickey DeHaan. All are welcome to join us that day at 6pm.
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