


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by scanning the QR code on the back page of this bulletin and filling out the linked
Information Connection page. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to

meet you and answer any questions you may have. 

Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; 
to all who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; 

to all who sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors 
in the name of Jesus, the friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS
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I still can hardly believe it. I, with shriveled, bent fingers, atrophied muscles, gnarled
knees, and no feeling from the shoulders down, will one day have a new body, light,
bright, and clothed in righteousness—powerful and dazzling. Can you imagine the
hope this gives someone spinal-cord injured like me? Or someone who is cerebral
palsied, brain-injured, or who has multiple sclerosis? Imagine the hope this gives
someone who is manic-depressive. No other religion, no other philosophy promises
new bodies, hearts, and minds. Only in the Gospel of Christ do hurting people find
such incredible hope.

Joni Eareckson Tada

Understanding Bible prophecy encourages in two unique ways. First, it serves as a
reminder that God controls history. When, you read from the pages of Scripture how
He keeps His promises, your faith is strengthened… By reflecting on the fulfilled
promises of the past, you can find great comfort as you look toward the future.
Second, understanding God’s promises for the future provides a solid foundation to
which you can anchor your hope – a sturdy shield with which you can deflect your
doubts and fears about tomorrow… When you reflect on God’s plans and promises for
you and for the world, you can face the future without fear.

John MacArthur

The [Christian] message is that there is hope for a ruined humanity – hope of pardon,
hope of peace with God, hope of glory – because at the Father’s will Jesus became
poor, and was born in a stable so that thirty years later He might hang on a cross.

J. I. Packer



December 10, 2023 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Jeff Pate 
Assisting Elder, Gene Martin

Piano, Mrs. John Graham

WELCOME and PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRAISE
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As we gather today, God speaks to our troubled hearts, 
as the angels comforted the shepherds keeping watch in the fields,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all people.”
Unto us a child has been born, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
So as we gather to worship we join with the angels praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and one earth peace, good will among men."
Come, let us worship!

CALL TO WORSHIP:    based on Luke 2
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:
Pastor:

HYMN:   203 “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

ADVENT READING 
Peace: Luke 1:67-79     

           "A Christmas Medley"                     arr. John Purifoy



CONFESSION OF  S IN
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SCRIPTURE READING:  Deuteronomy 5:11-15
11 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 12 Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as
the Lord your God commanded you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14
but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work,
you or your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female servant, or your
ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates,
that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. 15 You shall
remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you
out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the Lord your
God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Your name is holy
because you are holy and glorious because you are glorious. Please forgive us for
misusing your holy name or swearing falsely by it. Holy Spirit, enable us to
approach God and employ His name with reverence and awe, so that we may
properly confess God, pray to God, and glorify God in all our words and works. You
have also blessed us with one day in seven to rest and worship. You have given this
as a gift to remind us that salvation is of the Lord as we gather to worship and grow
through the means of grace you provide. Have mercy on us for our anxious minds
and hearts, our constant striving, and our reluctance to rest in Jesus. Order our
steps by your word and our affections by your abiding Spirit. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 
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RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS

OFFERTORY PRAYER       

Pastor:

All:

Hear the good news of the Son of God who came for our salvation. “You
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become
rich.” Through faith in the One who became poor for you, your sins that
condemned you have been forgiven and you are accepted by God. The
peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:    2 Corinthians 8:9

HYMN:   230 “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor”

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

OFFERTORY                              "Wexford Carol"                                    arr. Stan Pethel
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RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

AFFIRMATION OF  FAITH

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                        

HYMN:     194 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel“

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q&A 30, 32, 37, 38

How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?
The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by
working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual
calling.
What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in this life?
They that are effectually called do in this life partake of
justification, adoption, and sanctification, and the several benefits
which in this life do either accompany or flow from them.
What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?
The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness,
and do immediately pass into glory; and their bodies, being still
united to Christ, do rest in their graves, till the resurrection.
What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?
At the resurrection, believers, being raised up in glory, shall be
openly acknowledged and acquitted in the day of judgment, and
made perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to all eternity.

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:



Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.

15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel,
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to
take what is in his house, 18 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take
his cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing
infants in those days! 20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21
For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of
the world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut
short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be
cut short. 23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do
not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs
and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you
beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If
they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning
comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.

Matthew 24:15-28SCRIPTURE:  

SERMON: “Christ’s Unmistakable Return” Rev. Jeff Pate
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 RECEIVING THE WORD



COMMUNION &  BENEDICTION
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RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth, made
us in your image, and kept covenant with us — even when we fell into sin.
We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole
creation to proclaim the glory of your name.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

HYMN:     198 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates! v. 4-6

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath
the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)

HYMN:   198   “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates! v. 1-3
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Christmas Concert
Tonight at 6:00pm, Riverwood is hosting a concert by Nathan Clark George. Some of
you may remember when he has come in the past. Plan to join us for an evening of
beautiful music, and please invite friends! We will take a love offering during the
concert, and there will be a reception in the Fellowship Hall after the concert.

Angel Tree: How Can You Help?
Please be in prayer for the children, their families, and the incarcerated person.
Select an Angel from the Tree and buy gifts for the child (one fun item and one
clothing item).
Assist with the purchase of books that will teach the families about Jesus. Please
see Joann for more information.
Provide non-perishable food items. The following are several suggestions. This list is
not exhaustive. Bulk items are welcome and will be split between the families. 

Breakfast items, granola bars, snack items for lunches or after school, non-
refrigerated milk, bag of potatoes or other non-refrigerated fresh vegetables,
can vegetables, rice/pasta, sauces

If you have any questions about Angel Tree, please see Joann Williams.

Youth Christmas Party
Next Sunday, December 17, the Youth Christmas Party will be at the Parker’s house
(2502 20th St., Northport 35476) from 5:30-7:00pm. Bring a gift for a kids’-toy-themed
Secret Santa gift exchange! Girls - please bring a sweet snack, and guys - please bring a
salty snack. Seniors will provide the drinks.

Crafting with a Purpose - Update
On December 4, 250 stockings were delivered to New Day Women's Center. They were
very pleased to receive them and thanked everyone who participated. We are the only
church supplying stockings. While there, mention was made that they are in need of
Boppy nursing pillows and extra covers for these pillows, plus they need diapers in the
larger sizes (5-7). Thank you all for your part in this task. You are amazing!!! If you have
any unfinished stockings at home, please bring them to the church so they can be
packed up for next year. -Joyce Huizinga



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Financials through November
Operating Income:               $372,566.49
Operating Expense*:           $387,317.39
Net Income:                           ($14,750.90)
Designated gifts:                     $30,655.00
Building loan balance:         $534,870.71
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Scan this QR code to
fill out a visitor's
form, request prayer,
or learn more about
RPC!

Happy Birthday

December 12   Claude Parker
December 14   Erin Sheppard

Mark Your Calendars
Thursday, December 14: Angel Tree gifts due
Sunday, December 17: Angel Tree food donations due
Sunday, December 17: Covenant Kids Club & Youth Group Christmas Parties
Sunday, December 24, 6:00pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 24 & 31: No Sunday School
Week of December 25: Church Office closed

2023 Contributions
If you are planning to give before the end of the calendar year, please ensure that your
gifts make it into the offering plate by Sunday, December 31 or are postmarked by
Saturday, December 30. Any contributions received after that date will be posted to
2024.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
On Sunday, December 24, at 6:00pm, Riverwood will conduct a Christmas Eve
candlelight Communion Service. It is a beautiful time in which we gather as the people
of God to consider again the wonder of Advent and the beauty of our Savior. Please
plan to join us with your family for this special time of praise and worship.
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