


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

 
We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 
 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 
 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by filling out the connection card in the back of this bulletin and then dropping it in the

offering plate. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to meet you and
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

 
"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all
who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; to all who

sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors in the name of Jesus, the
friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS
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I have a great need for Christ; I have a great Christ for my need.

C. H. Spurgeon

The whole of the Christian life is centered on Jesus Christ. Like Paul the contemporary
Christian can say: “To me to live is Christ.” But often, in Christian experience, we are
tempted to look elsewhere for direction, example, counsel and guidance. We lose sight
of the fact that everything we need to live the Christian life is to be found exclusively in
Christ. For this reason when we begin thinking about spiritual growth we must think
first of all about Christ.

Sinclair Ferguson

[Jesus Christ’s] zeal never degenerated into passion, nor His constancy into obstinacy,
nor His benevolence into weakness, nor His tenderness into sentimentality. His
unworldliness was free from indifference and unsociability, His dignity from pride and
presumption, His affectability from undue familiarity, His self-denial from moroseness,
His temperance from austerity. He combined child-like innocency with manly strength,
absorbing devotion to God with untiring interest in the welfare of man, tender love to
the sinner with uncompromising severity against sin, commanding dignity with
winning humility, fearless courage with wise caution, unyielding firmness with sweet
gentleness!

Philp Schaff



March 26, 2023 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Jeff Pate
Assisting Elder, Gene Martin 

Pianist, Ginny Coleman 

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRAISE

HYMN:     7 "From All that Dwell below the Skies"        

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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Praise the Lord!
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever!
Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from among the nations,
that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise.
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting!
And let all the people say, 
“Amen!” Praise the Lord! 
Come, let us worship!

CALL TO WORSHIP:  from Psalm 106
Pastor:
All:

Pastor:

All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:



CONFESSION &  ASSURANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING:   Deuteronomy 11:26-32 (ESV) 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: the blessing, if you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you today, and the curse, if you
do not obey the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the way that I
am commanding you today, to go after other gods that you have not known. And when
the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it,
you shall set the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. Are they not
beyond the Jordan, west of the road, toward the going down of the sun, in the land of the
Canaanites who live in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal, beside the oak of Moreh? For you are
to cross over the Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the Lord your God is
giving you. And when you possess it and live in it, you shall be careful to do all the
statutes and the rules that I am setting before you today.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:    
Heavenly Father, we come with our heads and hearts bowed because we are
sinful people. We have not kept your Word or honored you with our lips and our
lives. We have turned aside from your way and followed our own desires. We
deserve to be cursed but we cry out for your mercy. We don't ask this because of
what we have done but only through the obedience of your Son who is our Savior,
Jesus Christ,  in whose name we pray. Amen.  

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  from  Galatians 3  
Pastor:

All:

All who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed
be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law,
and do them.” Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law,
for “The righteous shall live by faith.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of
the law by becoming a curse for us...so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised
Spirit through faith. Through faith in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and
redeemed! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all. 
And also with you. 



RESPONDING TO GOD'S  GRACE 

HYMN:    461 "Not What My Hands Have Done" 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

How does God's Son, Jesus Christ, serve as our Mediator? 
This office the Lord Jesus did most willingly undertake...and did perfectly fulfill it;
endured most grievous torments immediately in his soul, and most painful
sufferings in his body; was crucified, and died, was buried, and remained under
the power of death, yet saw no corruption. On the third day he arose from the
dead, with the same body in which he suffered, with which also he ascended into
heaven, and there sits at the right hand of his Father, making intercession, and
shall return, to judge men and angels, at the end of the world.

How do we understand the obedience of Jesus and what he accomplished? 
The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience, and sacrifice of himself, which he,
through the eternal Spirit, once offered up unto God, has fully satisfied the justice
of his Father; and purchased, not only reconciliation, but an everlasting
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those whom the Father hath given
unto him.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:      The Westminster Confession of Faith, 8.4-5

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.



PRAYER &  RECEIVING THE WORD 

HYMN:    "Holy Spirit"
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul.
Bring the presence of the risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; Give me faith for what I cannot see,
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

 
Holy Spirit, come abide within, may Your joy be seen in all I do.

Love enough to cover every sin, in each thought and deed and attitude.
Kindness to the greatest and the least, gentleness that sows the path of peace.

Turn my strivings into works of grace; Breath of God show Christ in all I do.
 

Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, giving life to all that God has made,
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for your ways.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; Lead us on the road of sacrifice,
That in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.

SCRIPTURE:  Luke 9:51-62
51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.
52 And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the
Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 53 But the people did not receive him,
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John
saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and
consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 And they went on to another
village. 57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said,
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said
to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.



RECEIVING THE WORD 
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SERMON: "Eyes Forward" Rev. Jeff Pate

I.  Jesus was determined to obey the Father and secure our salvation.

    The days were drawing near...

    Rejected and still resolute...

    Knowing what was ahead, he refused to be deterred... 

II.  Jesus calls us to follow him with our eyes forward.
  
    Regardless of circumstances

    With new priorities

    Without looking back at past failures or affections

III.  Disciples of Christ have faith in and follow the One who was taken up for them.



COMMUNION &  BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.
 

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath
the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)

HYMN:    580 "Lead On, O King Eternal"

 

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth,
made us in your image, and kept covenant with us — even when we fell into sin.
We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole
creation to proclaim the glory of your name.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN:    565 "All for Jesus!"



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Covenant Kids and Youth group will meet tonight at 5:30. 
Children's Catechism will not meet for the remainder of this school year.
April 1 - Children's Easter Event
April 2 - Stillman College Choir at 1st Presbyterian Church, Eutaw, 3 pm
April 6 - Maundy Thursday Service
April 9 - "The Son Has Risen" Service and breakfast at 8:30 am

Mark Your Calendars 

Financials through February 
Operating Income:            $56,508.28
Operating Expense*:        $73,422.18
Net Income:                       ($16,913.90)
Designated Gifts:              $4,425.00
Building Loan Balance:    $597,870.86
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Prison Ministry Opportunity

Thanks to the hard work of Mrs. Bonnie Martin, our church fellowship list is almost
completely updated! We have a few copies on the table in the foyer, and we would
appreciate it if would swing by and make sure your information is correct. Please

note any changes and we will update and then distribute the final copy.  

Updated Fellowship List 

Giving to Churches in Ukraine
The time has passed for us to provide supplies for "Crates for Ukraine" but you can still

give to support churched in Ukraine by giving online. Please see Gene Martin for more info. 

We will once again be putting together hygiene packs for the 224 men in the Jumpstart
program in Bibb County Correctional Facility. We will have a bin in the foyer of the

church for the next several weeks where you can drop off items to donate. Items needed
include: white socks (plain, no markings or logos); toothbrushes (individually wrapped)
toothpaste (full sized, not travel); bars of soap; deodorant (no sprays). Items are due

March 27 and will be packed on March 31. See Bruce and Mickey DeHaan for more info. 



Name:       
Email:                     

Number: 

I would like to receive more information
about:

CONNECTION CARD

Our Beliefs

Pier Groups  (In-Home Bible Studies) 

Youth or College Ministry 

Children's Ministry 

Other:  

Prayer Card

Once you drop this in the offering plate one of our elders
or deacons will reach out to you within the next week. 

Once you drop this in the offering plate a deacon will get
it to our prayer team to be prayed over at our next

prayer meeting. 
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