


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

 
We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 
 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 
 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by filling out the connection card in the back of this bulletin and then dropping it in the

offering plate. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to meet you and
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

 
"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all
who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; to all who

sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors in the name of Jesus, the
friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS

1

It is profoundly loving for Jesus to exalt Himself. He cannot love the nations without
putting Himself on display because it is He alone who truly satisfies the human soul.
This makes God’s heart for God the deepest foundation for missions.

David Mathis 

The person who never meditates with delight on the glory of Christ in the Scriptures
now will not have any real desire to see that glory in heaven. What sort of faith and
love do people have who find time to think about many other things but make no time
for meditating on this glorious subject?

John Owen, Meditations on the Glory of Christ

We must see and feel the incomparable excellency of the Son of God. Incomparable
because in Him meet infinite glory and lowest humility, infinite majesty and
transcendent meekness, deepest reverence toward God and equality with God, infinite
worthiness of good and greatest patience to suffer evil, supreme dominion and
exceeding obedience, divine self-sufficiency and childlike trust.

John Piper



March 12, 2023 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Jeff Pate
Assisting Elder, Gene Martin 

Pianist, Joann Williams 

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRAISE

HYMN:    21 "Sing Praise to the Lord"        

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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Praise the LORD!
It is good to sing praises to our God; 
for it is pleasant and a song of praise is fitting.
The LORD heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds…
The LORD lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the ground.
Great is our LORD and abundant in power; 
his understanding is beyond measure.
Come, let us worship our all-powerful, all-knowing, and merciful God!

CALL TO WORSHIP:  Psalm 147 
Pastor:
All:

Pastor:

All:

Pastor:



CONFESSION &  ASSURANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING:   Deuteronomy 10:15-21 (ESV) 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

15 Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them,
you above all peoples, as you are this day. 16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your
heart, and be no longer stubborn. 17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of
lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe.
18 He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving
him food and clothing. 19 Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the
land of Egypt. 20 You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to
him, and by his name you shall swear. 21 He is your praise. He is your God, who has
done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen.  

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:    based on a Puritan Prayer
O God, you are very great. We approach you with godly fear and humble
confidence because of the glory of your goodness. We are unworthy, but you
welcome us; guilty, but you are merciful; poor, but your riches are unsearchable.
Please forgive us for our lack of compassion and the abundance of our greed. You
have shown us boundless compassion by not sparing your own Son, and in him
you have freely given us all things. Your love and generosity expose the depth of
our sin. Help us love you without wavering and love our neighbors without bias.
Give us joy in loving one another and zeal for serving you. We ask this in Christ’s
name. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  from Micah 7
Pastor:

All:

With his mind fixed on our great God, the prophet Micah proclaimed, “Who is a
God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant
of his inheritance?” Then he declares God’s mercy to his covenant people: “He
will again have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot.” God
placed his boot of justice upon your iniquities by offering his own Son, Jesus
Christ, to die for your sins. In doing so, he cast your sins into the depth of the
sea and you are forgiven. The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you. 
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RESPONDING TO GOD'S  GRACE 

HYMN:  "Christ Is Mine Forevermore" 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Mine are days that God has numbered I was made to walk with Him
Yet I look for worldly treasure and forsake the King of kings

But mine is hope in my Redeemer; though I fall, His love is sure
For Christ has paid for every failing I am His forevermore

 
Mine are tears in times of sorrow, darkness not yet understood

Through the valley I must travel where I see no earthly good
But mine is peace that flows from heaven and the strength in times of need

I know my pain will not be wasted Christ completes His work in me
 

Mine are days here as a stranger pilgrim on a narrow way
One with Christ I will encounter harm and hatred for His name
But mine is armor for this battle strong enough to last the war

And He has said He will deliver safely to the golden shore
 

And mine are keys to Zion city where beside the King I walk
For there my heart has found its treasure Christ is mine forevermore

 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



AFFIRMING OUR FAITH 

HYMN:    457 "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing"
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RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

What does Scripture teach concerning the humiliation and exaltation of Jesus? 

Though he was in the form of God, Christ Jesus did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:      from Philippians 2 

Leader:

All:

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION



RECEIVING THE WORD 
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SERMON: "The Transfiguration" Rev. Jeph Guinan 

SCRIPTURE:  Luke 9:28-36

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.

HYMN:    420 "At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing"

28 Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and
James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the
appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30 And
behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory
and spoke of his departure,[b]which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now
Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became
fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 And as the
men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here.
Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not
knowing what he said. 34 As he was saying these things, a cloud came and
overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 And a voice
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” 36 And
when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no
one in those days anything of what they had seen.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25324b


COMMUNION &  BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.
 

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath
the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)

HYMN:    642 "Be Thou My Vision"
 

 

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth,
made us in your image, and kept covenant with us — even when we fell into sin.
We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole
creation to proclaim the glory of your name.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
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ANNOUNCEMENTS



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There will be no evening activities tonight due to Spring
Break. 
Children's Catechism will not meet this week and is being
postponed until further notice.
April 1 - Children's Easter Event
April 9 - "The Son Has Risen" Service and breakfast 

Mark Your Calendars 

Financials through February 
Operating Income:            $56,508.28
Operating Expense*:        $73,422.18
Net Income:                       ($16,913.90)
Designated Gifts:              $4,425.00
Building Loan Balance:    $597,870.86
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We may be making a few changes to our Sunday school class schedule soon. 
Keep an eye out for upcoming email announcements. 

Prison Ministry Opportunity

Sunday School Classes

Thanks to the hard work of Mrs. Bonnie Martin, our church fellowship list is almost
completely updated! We have a few copies on the table in the foyer, and we would
appreciate it if would swing by and make sure your information is correct. Please

note any changes and we will update and then distribute the final copy.  

Updated Fellowship List 

Giving to Churches in Ukraine
The time has passed for us to provide supplies for "Crates for Ukraine" but you can still

give to support churched in Ukraine by giving online. Please see Gene Martin for more info. 

We will once again be putting together hygiene packs for the 224 men in the Jumpstart
program in Bibb County Correctional Facility. We will have a bin in the foyer of the

church for the next several weeks where you can drop off items to donate. Items needed
include: white socks (plain, no markings or logos); toothbrushes (individually wrapped)
toothpaste (full sized, not travel); bars of soap; deodorant (no sprays). Items are due

March 27 and will be packed on March 31. See Bruce and Mickey DeHaan for more info. 



Name:       
Email:                     

Number: 

I would like to receive more information
about:

CONNECTION CARD

Our Beliefs

Pier Groups  (In-Home Bible Studies) 

Youth or College Ministry 

Children's Ministry 

Other:  

Prayer Card

Once you drop this in the offering plate one of our elders
or deacons will reach out to you within the next week. 

Once you drop this in the offering plate a deacon will get
it to our prayer team to be prayed over at our next

prayer meeting. 
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