


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

 
We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 
 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 
 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by filling out the connection card in the back of this bulletin and then dropping it in the

offering plate. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to meet you and
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

 
"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all
who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; to all who

sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors in the name of Jesus, the
friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS

1

Longsuffering, forbearing patience is to be the Christian’s reflection of the
character of God. It is part of God’s character to be slow to anger and quick to
be merciful. Part of the incomprehensibility of God in terms of my own
relationship with Him is this: I cannot fathom how a holy God has been able to
put up with me marring His creation to the degree I have for three score and
five years. For me to live another day requires a continuation of God’s gracious
patience with my sin… It becomes even more difficult to fathom when we see
a sinless Being being more patient with sinful beings than sinful beings are
with each other.

R. C. Sproul

The mercies of God make a sinner proud, but a saint humble.

Thomas Watson

We are now the Temple of God! If the inanimate structure of the old covenant
trembled and shook at God’s presence, what is our response, we in whom this
same glorious and holy God now lives? How can there be the slightest
indifference or coldness or routine or mere ritual or mindless habit in our
worship when this same God lives and abides in us?

Sam Storms



February 26, 2023 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Jeff Pate
Assisting Elder, Dusty Sheppard; Pianist, Linda Graham 

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRAISE

HYMN:    97 "We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator"        

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 2

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and
forevermore. Come, let us worship!

CALL TO WORSHIP:  Psalm 121 
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:
Pastor:



CONFESSION &  ASSURANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING:   Hebrews 12:7-14 (ESV) 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is
there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all
have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we have
had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more
be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it
seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness.
For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. Therefore lift your
drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths for your feet,
so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. Strive for peace
with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, while we love to be numbered among your children, we confess
that sometimes we would rather continue in sin than experience your loving
discipline. Forgive us for wanting to minimize your love so it will be as small as
our desires. Strengthen our weak knees and enlarge our hearts that we can
accept your love and be healed. Holy Spirit, enable us to strive for peace as people
who are united to our holy Savior, Jesus, in whose name we pray, amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  Hebrews 10:12-14, 19-22
Pastor:

All:

When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a
footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those
who are being sanctified...Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to
enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a
great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and
our bodies washed with pure water. The peace of Christ be with you  all.
And also with you. 3



RESPONDING TO GOD'S  GRACE 

HYMN:  "I Will Glory in My Redeemer" 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

I will glory in my Redeemer, whose priceless blood has ransomed me
Mine was the sin that drove the bitter nails, and hung Him on that judgment tree 

I will glory in my Redeemer, who crushed the power of sin and death
My only Savior before the Holy Judge
The Lamb who is my righteousness
The Lamb who is my righteousness

 
I will glory in my Redeemer, my life He bought, my love He owns, 

I have no longings for another, I'm satisfied in Him alone
I will glory in my Redeemer, His faithfulness my standing place 

Though foes are mighty and rush upon me
My feet are firm, held by His grace
My feet are firm, held by His grace

 
I will glory in my Redeemer, who carries me on eagles' wings

He crowns my life with loving kindness, His triumph song I'll ever sing 
I will glory in my Redeemer, who waits for me at gates of gold 

And when He calls me, it will be paradise
His face forever to behold
His face forever to behold.

 
Words and music by Steve and Vicki Cook ©2001 Sovereign Grace Music

 
 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



RECEIVING THE WORD 

HYMN:    "Speak, O Lord"
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

Christian, what do you believe about Jesus Christ?
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were
created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him
all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might
be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:      Colossians 1:15-20 

Leader:
All:

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You; To receive the food of Your Holy Word
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; Shape and fashion us in Your likeness

That the light of Christ might be seen today; In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us; All Your purposes for Your glory
Teach us Lord, full obedience; Holy reverence, true humility

Test our thoughts and our attitudes; In the radiance of Your purity
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see; Your majestic love and authority

Words of pow'r that can never fail; Let their truth prevail over unbelief
 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time; That will echo down through eternity

And by grace we'll stand on Your promises; And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built; And the earth is filled with Your glory.



SERMON NOTES 
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SERMON: "The Grace that Awaits" Rev. Jeff Pate 

SCRIPTURE:  Isaiah 30:18-26 

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.



THE SACRAMENT &  BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.
 

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath
the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)

HYMN:    660 "O God beyond All Praising"
 

 

Pastor:

All:

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken
bread and to drink this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his
return in glory. 
In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been
completely forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which
he himself finished on the cross once for all. He also declares to us
that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is
now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he wants us
to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

HYMN:    662 "As the Hart Longs for Flowing Streams"
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ANNOUNCEMENTS



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Youth group will meet tonight at 5:30 pm.
Covenant Kids will meet tonight 5:30 p.m.

Mark Your Calendars 

Financials through January 
Operating Income:            $26,708.03
Operating Expense*:        $39,953.81
Net Income:                       ($13,245.78)
Designated Gifts:              $1,925.00
Building Loan Balance:    $604,770.36
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We have Sunday school classes for all ages. There are currently two adult classes
(Dust to Glory and The Life of Joseph), a college class studying the book of Hebrews, as

well as classes for teens and kids of all ages. Sunday school begins at 9:15 a.m. 

Crates for Ukraine!
We have an opportunity to partner with MTW to provide pre-specified relief medical

and basic needs products to believers in the war-torn country of Ukraine. The program
is easy to carry out, but must follow specific guidelines for sizes and materials

included. The deadline for transportation to a site in Chattanooga, for delivery to Lviv,
Ukraine, is March 16, so we must move with haste. This would be a wonderful activity

for a Pier Group, Sunday School class, or any other group to participate with. See Gene
Martin for details or answers to questions. 

Sunday School Classes!

Congregational Meeting
There will be a congregational immediately following the morning worship service. 

The purpose of the meeting will be to vote on concurring with TE Pate in dissolving the
pastoral relationship. 

All communing members are eligible to vote.



Name:       
Email:                     

Number: 

I would like to receive more information
about:

CONNECTION CARD

Our Beliefs

Pier Groups  (In-Home Bible Studies) 

Youth or College Ministry 

Children's Ministry 

Other:  

Prayer Card

Once you drop this in the offering plate one of our elders
or deacons will reach out to you within the next week. 

Once you drop this in the offering plate a deacon will get
it to our prayer team to be prayed over at our next

prayer meeting. 
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Jimmy Hopper
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Gene Martin
Allen Powers

Dusty Sheppard
Clay Staggs

Tom Arnold
Wayne Bell
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Bruce DeHaan
Jeremy Jones
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Marvin Skelton
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