


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

 
We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 
 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 
 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by filling out the connection card in the back of this bulletin and then dropping it in the

offering plate. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to meet you and
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

 
"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all
who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; to all who

sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors in the name of Jesus, the
friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS

1

An evidence that our will has been broken is that we begin to thank God for
that which once seemed so bitter, knowing that His will is good and that, in His
time and in His way, He is able to make the most bitter waters sweet.

Nancy Leigh DeMoss

Faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves and knows the One who is
leading.

Oswald Chambers

When God gives a promise, He always tries our faith. Just as the roots of trees
take firmer hold when they are contending with the wind, so faith takes a
firmer hold when it struggles with adverse appearances.

Robert Murray McCheyne

Some people do not like to hear much of repentance; but I think it is so
necessary that if I should die in the pulpit, I would desire to die preaching
repentance, and if out of the pulpit I would desire to die practicing it.

Matthew Henry



February 19, 2023 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Jeff Pate
Assisting Elder, Dusty Sheppard; Pianist, Nancy Allen 

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRAISE

HYMN:    100 "Holy, Holy, Holy"        

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 2

Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed. 
O you who hear prayer, to you shall all flesh come.
When iniquities prevail against me, 
you atone for our transgressions.
Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts!
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,
the holiness of your temple!
Come, let us worship!

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 65 
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:
All:

Pastor:



CONFESSION &  ASSURANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING:   2 Corinthians 5:11-17 (ESV) 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known
to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience. We are not commending
ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able
to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the
heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for
you. For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. From now
on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded
Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Gracious Father in heaven, I praise you for the comfort of the gospel, knowing
that through faith in Jesus Christ, I am a new creation in him. Your love for me is
undeserved  and my salvation is all by your grace. Please forgive me when I boast
in outward appearances and when I am not controlled by the love of Christ.
Forgive  me for the times I live for myself and not for you. Take away my love for
wealth and pleasure and selfish glory. I want the love of Christ to control me so I
ask this in the wonderful name of Jesus. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  2 Corinthians 5:18-21
Pastor:

All:

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us
the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ,
God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
The peace of Christ be with you  all.
And also with you. 3



RESPONDING TO GOD'S  GRACE 

HYMN:  "His Robes for Mine" 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange! Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ‘neath God’s rage.
Draped in His righteousness, I’m justified; In Christ I live, for in my place He died.

Chorus:
I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God.

Bought by such love, my life is not my own. My praise—my all—shall be for Christ alone.

His robes for mine: what cause have I for dread?
God’s daunting Law Christ mastered in my stead.

Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine, Saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life.

Chorus

His robes for mine: God’s justice is appeased. Jesus is crushed, and thus the Father’s pleased.
Christ drank God’s wrath on sin, then cried, “’Tis done!” Sin’s wage is paid; propitiation won.

Chorus

His robes for mine: such anguish none can know.
Christ, God’s beloved, condemned as though His foe.

He, as though I, accursed and left alone; I, as though He, embraced and welcomed home!

Chorus

Words and music by Chris Anderson and Craig Habeggar ©2008 ChurchWorks Media; CCLI license #11239744

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



RECEIVING THE WORD 

HYMN:    726 "Spirit of the Living God"
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SCRIPTURE:  Isaiah 30:1-17 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:      The Apostles' Creed 



SERMON NOTES 
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I.  Our efforts to save ourselves end in shame and disgrace.  (1-7)
      

II. In our rebellion and stubbornness, we prefer smooth words over hard truths.  (8-14)

III. In spite of us, God offers real grace.   (15-17) 
 

SERMON: "A Shameful Plan, Smooth Words,
and Real Grace"

Rev. Jeff Pate 



THE SACRAMENT &  BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.
 

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath
the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)

HYMN:    347 "The Church's One Foundation"   v.3-6
 

 

Pastor:

All:

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken
bread and to drink this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his
return in glory. 
In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been
completely forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which
he himself finished on the cross once for all. He also declares to us
that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is
now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he wants us
to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

HYMN:   347 "The Church's One Foundation"    v.1-2
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ANNOUNCEMENTS



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mark Your Calendars 

Tonight — Youth and Covenant Kids Club starting at 5:30  
February 22 — Ash Wednesday Services (7 a.m. / 8 a.m.)

February 26 — Congregational Meeting following worship
                                 Corporate prayer (5 p.m. and following)

Financials through January 
Operating Income:            $26,708.03
Operating Expense*:        $39,953.81
Net Income:                       ($13,245.78)
Designated Gifts:              $1,925.00
Building Loan Balance:    $604,770.36
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We have Sunday school classes for all ages. There are currently two adult classes
(Dust to Glory and The Life of Joseph), a college class studying the book of Hebrews, as

well as classes for teens and kids of all ages. Sunday school begins at 9:15 a.m. 

Crates for Ukraine!
We have an opportunity to partner with MTW to provide pre-specified relief medical

and basic needs products to believers in the war-torn country of Ukraine. The program
is easy to carry out, but must follow specific guidelines for sizes and materials

included. The deadline for transportation to a site in Chattanooga, for delivery to Lviv,
Ukraine, is March 16, so we must move with haste. This would be a wonderful activity

for a Pier Group, Sunday School class, or any other group to participate with. See Gene
Martin for details or answers to questions. 

Sunday School Classes!

Congregational Meeting
There will be a congregational meeting next Sunday, February 26, immediately

following the morning worship service. The purpose of the meeting will be to vote on
concurring with TE Pate in dissolving the pastoral relationship. 

All communing members are eligible to vote.



Name:       
Email:                     

Number: 

I would like to receive more information
about:

CONNECTION CARD

Our Beliefs

Pier Groups  (In-Home Bible Studies) 

Youth or College Ministry 

Children's Ministry 

Other:  

Prayer Card

Once you drop this in the offering plate one of our elders
or deacons will reach out to you within the next week. 

Once you drop this in the offering plate a deacon will get
it to our prayer team to be prayed over at our next

prayer meeting. 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

Church Staff

Elders 

Deacons 

Jeff Pate, Pastor
Joann Williams, Children's Director

Zac Martin, Director of Student Ministries
April Henry, Nursery Coordinator 

Jimmy Hopper
John Kim

Gene Martin
Allen Powers

Dusty Sheppard
Clay Staggs

Tom Arnold
Wayne Bell

Steven Crawford
Bruce DeHaan
Jeremy Jones

Ed Kidder
Marvin Skelton

RIVERWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

501 Rice Valley Road N
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406 

riverwoodchurch.org
secretary@riverwoodchurch.org 



RIVERWOODCHURCH.ORG


