


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

 
We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 
 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 
 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by filling out the connection card in the back of this bulletin and then dropping it in the

offering plate. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to meet you and
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

 
"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all
who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; to all who

sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors in the name of Jesus, the
friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS
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Faith is not only necessary to salvation, it is also necessary to live a life
pleasing to God. Faith enables us to claim the promises of God – but it also
enables us to obey the commands of God. Faith enables us to obey when
obedience is costly or seems unreasonable to the natural mind.

Jerry Bridges

A.H. Strong uses the analogy of the coupling. The coupling joins a train of cars
to a locomotive. The coupling has no power in itself. It cannot move a single
car an inch. All the power is in the locomotive. But the coupling is the link by
which the power of the locomotive is transmitted to the cars. Faith has no
power in itself; it is not a ground of salvation; it is not a good work. It is merely
that by which all the goodness and grace and glory of Christ comes to the
sinner.

John Gerstner

Who can describe the joy of a soul safely sheltered from wrath by the covering
of the righteousness of the Lord Jesus? There is also comfort in the shade from
weariness. Christ is 'as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land' (Isa. 32:2).
From the power of corruption, the trouble of temptations, the distress of
persecutions, there is in Christ quiet, rest and peace (Matt. 11:27, 28). 

John Owen



February 5, 2023 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Jeff Pate
Assisting Elder, Dusty Sheppard; Pianist, Nancy Allen 

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRAISE

HYMN:    53 "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"        

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 2

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!
Come, let us worship!

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 27 
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:

Pastor:



CONFESSION &  ASSURANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING:   1 Peter 1:13-21 (ESV) 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

Preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children,
do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called
you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for
I am holy.” And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each
one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of
a lamb without blemish or spot. 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we
are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  from 1 Peter 2
Pastor:

All:

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God
chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: “Behold,
I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” Through faith in Christ
who atoned for your sins, you are forgiven. May the peace of Christ be
with you all. 
And also with you. 3



RESPONDING TO GOD'S  GRACE 

HYMN:  "It Was Finished upon that Cross" 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

How I love the voice of Jesus, on the Cross of Calvary.
He declares His work is finished; He has spoken this hope to me.

Though the sun had ceased its shining, though the war appeared as lost,
Christ had triumphed over evil. It was finished upon that Cross.

 

Now the curse it has been broken; Jesus paid the price for me.
Full the pardon He has offered. Great the welcome that I receive. 

Boldly I approach my Father, clothed in Jesus’ righteousness. 
There is no more guilt to carry. It was finished upon that Cross.

 

Death was once my great opponent. Fear once had a hold on me.
But the Son who died to save us, rose that we would be free indeed.

 

Death was once my great opponent. Fear once had a hold on me.
But the Son who died to save us, rose that we would be free indeed.

Yes, He rose that we would be free indeed.
 

Free from every plan of darkness, free to live and free to love.
Death is dead and Christ is risen. It was finished upon that Cross.

 

Onward to eternal glory to my Saviour and my God
I rejoice in Jesus’ victory. It was finished upon that Cross! (x3)

 

Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Nigel Hendroff

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



RECEIVING THE WORD 

HYMN:    338 "Spirit of God Descend upon My Heart"
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SCRIPTURE:  Isaiah 28

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things
were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:      The Nicene Creed 



SERMON NOTES 
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I. Many trust the fading glory of human pride and indulgence. (v.1)

II. Others rely on the folly of minimizing God’s Word. (v.7-10)

III. Countless people look to the false security of power and politics. (v.14-15)

IV. God speaks and we will either find rest in his grace, or experience the judgment he  
       promises.

 
Grace: 

God’s glory and empowering (v.5-6)
 
Rest (v.12)
 
A stone to believe in (v.16-17)

Judgment: 
A mighty and strong adversary (v.2-4)
 
People of strange lips speaking with force (v.11-13)

             Covenant annulled, bed too short, cover too narrow, destruction assured (v.18-22)

V. We can trust the One from whom all knowledge is derived. (v.23-29)

SERMON: "What Will You Trust?" Rev. Jeff Pate 



THE SACRAMENT &  BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.
 

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath
the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)

HYMN:    705 "I Know Whom I Have Believed"
 

 

Pastor:

All:

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken
bread and to drink this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his
return in glory. 
In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been
completely forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which
he himself finished on the cross once for all. He also declares to us
that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is
now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he wants us
to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

HYMN:   528 "My Faith Looks Up to Thee"
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ANNOUNCEMENTS



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mark Your Calendars 

Tonight — Covenant Kids, Youth Group, and Sheppard Pier Group from
5:30-7 at the church.  
February 9 — Women's study at 10 a.m (Admin building) and 6:30 p.m.
(home of Steve and Ginny Nippert). 
February 12 — Youth/College Party at the Sheppards' 
February 18 — Women's Ministry Cupcake Competition
February 22 — Ash Wednesday Services & afternoon corporate prayer 

Financials through January 
Operating Income:            $26,708.03
Operating Expense*:        $39,953.81
Net Income:                       ($13,245.78)
Designated Gifts:              $1,925.00
Building Loan Balance:    $604,770.36
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Ladies' Team Cupcake Competition
Ladies of all ages are invited to participate in a team cupcake baking competition. 

To enter, all you need to do is create a team, get together to bake your most
amazing cupcake recipe, and show up with your cupcakes at the Fellowship Hall on 

Saturday, February 18 @ 2 p.m. Come and enjoy the delicious cupcakes 
and the sweet fellowship!

Pier Groups
Riverwood has several in home Bible studies that we refer to as Pier Groups. If you

are interested in being part of one of these groups, feel free to ask one of our
elders or staff about the different options. 

Congratulations!!
We are thrilled to celebrate the arrival of a new baby with Kaley and Zac! 

Please continue to pray for them as they finalize the adoption process 
and adjust to being new parents. 



Name:       
Email:                     

Number: 

I would like to receive more information
about:

CONNECTION CARD

Our Beliefs

Pier Groups  (In-Home Bible Studies) 

Youth or College Ministry 

Children's Ministry 

Other:  

Prayer Card

Once you drop this in the offering plate one of our elders
or deacons will reach out to you within the next week. 

Once you drop this in the offering plate a deacon will get
it to our prayer team to be prayed over at our next

prayer meeting. 
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