


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

 
We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 
 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 
 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by filling out the connection card in the back of this bulletin and then dropping it in the

offering plate. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to meet you and
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

 
"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all
who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; to all who

sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors in the name of Jesus, the
friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS

Our end goal is not a Christian America, either of the made- up past or the hoped- for
future. Our end goal is the kingdom of Christ, made up of every tribe, tongue, nation,
and language.

Russell Moore
Onward: Engaging the Culture
Without Losing the Gospel  

Disciples of Jesus are those who do not just profess certain views as their own but
apply their growing understanding of life in the Kingdom of the Heavens to every
aspect of their life on earth.

Dallas Willard 

Adam and Eve hid behind a tree, naked and con quered by shame. But Jesus hung on a
tree, naked, and conquered shame. In Jesus, shame doesn’t have the last word.

Rich Villodas
The Deeply Formed Life 
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January 15, 2023 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: 
Assisting Elders, Gene Martin & Clay Staggs; Pianist, Linda Graham 

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRAISE

HYMN:    2 "O Worship the King"        

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the
mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar
and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
Be still, and know that He is God. 
He will be exalted among the nations, he will be exalted in the earth!
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
Come, let us worship!

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 46

Leader:
All:

Leader:

All:
Leader:



CONFESSION &  ASSURANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING:   Genesis 4:1-7 (ESV) 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten
a man with the help of the LORD.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was
a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the course of time Cain
brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also brought of
the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and
his offering, 5 but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry,
and his face fell. 6 The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face
fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is
crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.”

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, we acknowledge that we often fail to see the sin that crouches at our
door to deceive and wound us. Our blind spots are many. We often think we are
stronger, wiser, and more sanctified than we are. Forgive us for failing to see our true
vulnerability apart from your protection and grace. Holy Spirit, humble us and help us
to acknowledge our weakness and embrace our dependence on you. Search our
hearts and reveal underlying desires that are ready to give birth to sin. Help us to be
watchful, to take every thought captive to Christ, and to be diligent in the ongoing
work of repentance. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  from 1 Peter 1:18-19

Leader:

All:

Hear the gospel promise to you who believe. Know this, that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not
with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. In Christ
Jesus, you are redeemed and your sins are forgiven. Remember, you
are not your own. You were bought with a price. So glorify God in
your body, devoting yourself to good works and forgiving one
another. The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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RESPONDING TO GOD'S  GRACE 

HYMN:   179 "Hallelujah, Thine the Glory" 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Why can you have confidence in your continual access to God?  
We believe that we have no access to God except through the
one and only Mediator and Intercessor, Jesus Christ the
righteous, who was made human, uniting together the divine
and human natures, so that we human beings might have access
to the divine Majesty. Otherwise we would have no access. But
this Mediator, whom the Father has appointed between himself
and us, ought not terrify us by his greatness... for neither in
heaven nor among the creatures on earth is there anyone who
loves us more than Jesus Christ does. We should not plead here
that we are unworthy— for it is not a question of offering our
prayers on the basis of our own dignity but only on the basis of
the excellence and dignity of Jesus Christ, whose righteousness is
ours by faith.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:       from The Belgic Confession, Article 26 

Leader:
All:

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.



RECEIVING THE WORD 

HYMN:    334 "Breathe On Me Breath of God"
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SCRIPTURE:  Luke 22:14-20

14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he
said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16
For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a
cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves.
18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the
kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup
that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  

Leader:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON: "What Jesus Wants" Rev. Mark Cushman  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________



SERMON NOTES 
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THE SACRAMENT &  BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.
 

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease beneath
the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)
 

HYMN:    600 "He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought"  

 

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
He forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases, redeems your life
from the pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born
of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son,
and if a son, then an heir through God. Let us eat the feast with thankful
hearts as God's redeemed and beloved children.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER Rev. Mark Cushman 

HYMN:   522 "My Hope is Built On Nothing Less"

Rev. Mark Cushman 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mark Your Calendars 
January 13-16 — Youth gone to Ridge Haven 
Tonight — Covenant Kids Resumes; no youth group 
January 19 — Women's study at 10 a.m and 6:30 p.m. at the
church. 
January 22 

College Sunday school resumes
College Lunch after worship  

January 28 —  JumpStart Workday 
January 29 — Congregational Meeting for presentation of
2023 budget 

Financials through December 
Operating Income:          $464,921.56
Operating Expense*:      $448,737.06
Net Income:                      ($16,184.50)
Designated Gifts:             $145,588.14
Building Loan Balance:   $621,345.18
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JumpStart Workday 
JumpStart is hosting a workday in Brent, AL on January 28 at 8:30 a.m. For more

info please see Bruce and Mickey DeHaan, or call the program director, Chris
Taunton, at 205-370-3090.

Snacks Needed for Children's Ministry
Individually packaged snacks and drinks (e.g. capri sun or Koolaid) needed for

catechism and covenant kid's club. You can drop off in the box in the sanctuary
foyer or at the church office. Thank you! 

2022 Contribution Statements 
Your detailed contribution statements are located in the foyer. Any envelopes left

after next week will be mailed out. Please remember that if you gave money online,
that money will not be reflected in this statement. You will get a separate

statement from the PCA foundation. 



Name:       
Email:                     

Number: 

I would like to receive more information
about:

CONNECTION CARD

Our Beliefs

Pier Groups  (In-Home Bible Studies) 

Youth or College Ministry 

Children's Ministry 

Other:  

Prayer Card

Once you drop this in the offering plate one of our elders
or deacons will reach out to you within the next week. 

Once you drop this in the offering plate a deacon will get
it to our prayer team to be prayed over at our next

prayer meeting. 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

Church Staff

Elders 

Deacons 

Jeff Pate, Pastor
Joann Williams, Children's Director

Zac Martin, Director of Student Ministries
April Henry, Nursery Coordinator 

Jimmy Hopper
John Kim

Gene Martin
Allen Powers

Dusty Sheppard
Clay Staggs

Tom Arnold
Wayne Bell

Steven Crawford
Bruce DeHaan
Jeremy Jones

Marvin Skelton

RIVERWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

501 Rice Valley Road N
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406 

riverwoodchurch.org
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