


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

 
We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 
 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 
 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by filling out the connection card in the back of this bulletin and then dropping it in the

offering plate. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to meet you and
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

 
"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all
who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; to all who

sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors in the name of Jesus, the
friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS

Our relationship with one another is the criterion the world uses to judge whether our
message is truthful. Christian community is the final apologetic.  

Francis Schaeffer 

The world does not understand theology or dogma, but it understands love and
sympathy.

Gospel doctrine creates a gospel culture. The doctrine of grace creates a culture of
grace. When the doctrine is clear and the culture is beautiful, that church will be
powerful. But there are no shortcuts to getting there. Without the doctrine, the culture
will be weak. Without the culture, the doctrine will seem pointless

Ray Ortlund 

D.L. Moody 



January 1, 2023 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Director of Student Ministries, Zac Martin 
Assisting Elder, Allen Powers; Pianist, Nancy Allen 

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

CALL TO WORSHIP:     Psalm 133

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:
Leader:

PRAISE

HYMN:    457 "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing"        

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard,
on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes!
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.
United in Christ, come, let us worship!

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



CONFESSION &  ASSURANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING:      from Zephaniah 3:1-2, 5-7 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

1 Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled, the oppressing city! 2 She listens to no voice;
she accepts no correction. She does not trust in the LORD; she does not draw near to
her God.... 5 The LORD within her is righteous; he does no injustice; every morning he
shows forth his justice; each dawn he does not fail; but the unjust knows no shame. 6 'I
have cut off nations; their battlements are in ruins; I have laid waste their streets so that
no one walks in them; their cities have been made desolate, without a man without an
inhabitant.' 7 I said, 'Surely you will fear me; you will accept correction. Then your
dwelling would not be cut off according to all that I have appointed against you. But all
the more they were eager to make all their deeds corrupt.'" 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Lord, we confess that we too are prone to rebellion and to resisting your
correction and discipline that is meant to lead us to repentance. Our defensive,
stubborn posture towards you and others reveals pride and unbelief lurking in
our hearts. Holy Father, help us not to mistake your kindness for indifference,
nor your discipline for wrath or retribution. Please use whatever means
necessary to bring us into true humilty and repentance. We pray all of this in
Jesus' name. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  from Zephaniah 3:15, 17 

Leader:

All:

Hear the good news for all who have faith in Jesus! The LORD has taken
away the judgements against you; he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear
evil. The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he
will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will
exult over you with loud singing. 
The peace of God in Christ be with you all.  
And also with you. 



 

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH

HYMN:    230 "Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor" 

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

What was the estate of Christ’s humiliation? 
The estate of Christ’s humiliation was that low condition,
wherein He, for our sakes, emptying Himself of His glory, took
upon Him the form of a servant, in His conception and birth, life,
death, and after His death, until His resurrection.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:       Westminster Larger Catechism Q&A #46 

Leader:
All:

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

HYMN:    597 "Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire"

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  



RECEIVING THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE:  1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or
a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not
love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.

Leader:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON: "Love that Stoops Low" Zac Martin 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

HYMN:   "How Deep the Father's Love for Us"

How deep the Father's love for us; How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son; To make a wretch His treasure

How great the pain of searing loss; The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One; Bring many sons to glory

 
Behold the man upon a cross; My sin upon His shoulders

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice; Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there; Until it was accomplished

His dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished
 

I will not boast in anything; No gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; His death and resurrection

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart; His wounds have paid my ransom

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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THE SACRAMENT &  BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.
 

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease
beneath the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)
 

HYMN:    332 "Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove"

 

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
He forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases, redeems your life
from the pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born
of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son,
and if a son, then an heir through God. Let us eat the feast with thankful
hearts as God's redeemed and beloved children.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER Rev. Jeff Pate



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mark Your Calendars 
January 8 — Sunday School Resumes
January 11 — Catechism Club Resumes 
January 13-16 — Youth gone to Ridge Haven 
January 15 — Covenant Kids Resumes 
January 22 — College Sunday School Resumes  
January 29 — Pastor Jeff Returns from Study Break

Financials through December 
Operating Income:          $442,007.48
Operating Expense*:      $469,499.75
Net Income:                      ($27,492.27)
Designated Gifts:             $145,588.14
Building Loan Balance:   $621,345.18

 

Birthday Party for Veta Lavender 
You are all invited to celebrate Veta Lavender's 90th birthday! Veta is a longtime
member of Riverwood who now lives in a nursing home outside of Tuscaloosa. 
The party will be on Sunday, January 8 from 2-4 p.m. at Aliceville Manor Nursing

Home in Aliceville, AL. If you would prefer to send a card you can mail that to:
312 North Highland Drive, Aliceville 35442

Please Pray for our Sunday School Teachers 
We have an outstanding group of teachers that spearhead our Sunday school

ministry. Please be praying for these dear friends: 
 

Toddlers — Joanie Norris and Janalee Graham 
K4-K5 — Lorrie Pate and Tammy Bell 

1st - 3rd — Ginny Nippert and Brooke Holcomb 
4th - 5th — Tom and Elena Arnold 

6th - 8th — Marvin and Shannon Skelton 
9th - 12th — Ed and Lisa Kidder 

College — Zac Martin 
Adults — Our Elders 



Name:       
Email:                     

Number: 

I would like to receive more information
about:

CONNECTION CARD

Our Beliefs

Pier Groups  (In-Home Bible Studies) 

Youth or College Ministry 

Children's Ministry 

Other:  

Prayer Card

Once you drop this in the offering plate one of our elders
or deacons will reach out to you within the next week. 

Once you drop this in the offering plate a deacon will get
it to our prayer team to be prayed over at our next

prayer meeting. 
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