


 We are glad you are here! Finding a church home can be a daunting process, so we
want to help you by telling you who we are up front. We are first and foremost a
people resting in God's grace offered to us in the gospel of  Jesus Christ, being

progressively renewed by the Holy Spirit, and responding in faith, repentance, and
obedience. 

 
We are also a reformed, confessional church. That means that we trace our roots back
to the Protestant Reformation, and we view the historic confessions, catechisms, and
creeds as being invaluable and immensely relevant, because they were derived from

our ultimate authority: God's word. 
 

No matter where you are in your understanding of the Christian faith, we hope you
find Riverwood to be a place where you can build relationships, ask questions, and

grow in your knowledge of Jesus. 
 

We would love to connect with you today before you leave! You can help us with that
by filling out the connection card in the back of this bulletin and then dropping it in the

offering plate. Our elders will also be in the foyer after the service to meet you and
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Now receive this welcome into worship from the risen, reigning Christ: 

 
"To all who are weary and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all
who fail and need forgiveness; to all who struggle and need strength; to all who

sin and need a savior: this church opens wide her doors in the name of Jesus, the
friend of sinners."

W E L C O M E  T O  R I V E R W O O D



REFLECTIONS

"So long as believers try to work out the gospel from the foot of Mt. Sinai, they are
denying the validity and power of the cross. We do not find ourselves boasting in
Christ but doing bitter penance over our sins. Pastoral counseling may temporarily
relieve us. But we can have no lasting peace of mind because we are forgetting about
our overarching peace with God. We feel no courage to witness to the world because
we are talking about a message that we have at least half-forgotten ourselves.
However, we are yet the sons of God if we have trusted in Jesus. We have a radiance in
Christ and a power to be different through the Spirit of grace. Be what you are! Glory
in your sure salvation! Daringly boast in full and free forgiveness! When under Satanic
attack, take your troubled conscience to God."

— Jack Miller

”You grow in your relationship with Jesus by making the cry for mercy a daily, lifelong
habit. Your own inability to deal with your habitual sins is God’s mercy to you, because
it forces you to go to God for the help you need.” 

— David Powlison 

”The need of our times is nothing less than the re-Christianization of our churches,
according to the gospel alone, in both doctrine and culture, by Christ himself.”

— Ray Ortlund 



November 27, 2022 10:30 Worship Service

Leaders In Worship: Pastor, Jeff Pate 
Assisting Elder, John Kim; Pianist, Linda Graham 

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

CALL TO WORSHIP:   from Romans 11:33-36 

Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

PRAISE

ADVENT READING 

HYMN:    100 "Holy, Holy, Holy"        

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth. as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Genesis 3:1-15 by Ed and Lisa Kidder 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his
counselor? Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?
For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
To him be glory forever. Come, let us worship Him! 



CONFESSION &  ASSURANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING:   1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or
a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I
am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have
not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it
does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! 

Leader:
All:

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION 

Heavenly Father, we come before you, the author and fountain of all true love,
to confess how poorly we demonstrate that love in our own lives and
community. We recognize that knowledge, giftedness, and even great sacrifice
are no substitute for a sincere love for you and others. To our shame, we admit
that we seldom choose the difficult road of love in favor of self-perseveration or
winning conflicts at all cost. Thank you for sending your Son, in a perfect display
of love, to pay the price for our sin. Thank you for giving us your Spirit, who now
leads us into this same path of love. Help us to reflect your selfless character in
all of our relationships. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:  from 1 John 4:9-12 

Pastor:

All:

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you. 



 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S  GRACE 

HYMN:    162 "Of the Father's Love Begotten" 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  Heidelberg Catechism Q&A’s 29 and 31

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Q. Why is the Son of God called “Jesus,” meaning “savior”?
A. Because he saves us from our sins, and because salvation should not be
sought and cannot be found in anyone else.

Q. Why is he called “Christ,” meaning “anointed”?
A. Because he has been ordained by God the Father and has been anointed with
the Holy Spirit to be our chief prophet and teacher who fully reveals to us the
secret counsel and will of God concerning our deliverance; our only high priest
who has delivered us by the one sacrifice of his body, and who continually
pleads our cause with the Father; and our eternal king who governs us by his
Word and Spirit and who guards us and keeps us
in the freedom he has won for us.

RESPONSE:  "Gloria Patri" 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  



RECEIVING THE WORD 

HYMN:    196 "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus"

SCRIPTURE:  Isaiah 24 

Behold, the Lord will empty the earth and make it desolate, and he will twist its surface and
scatter its inhabitants. 2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the
slave, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with
the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the creditor, so with the debtor.
3 The earth shall be utterly empty and utterly plundered; for the Lord has spoken this word.
4 The earth mourns and withers; the world languishes and withers; the highest people of
the earth languish. 5 The earth lies defiled under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed
the laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. 6 Therefore a curse
devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt; therefore the inhabitants of the
earth are scorched, and few men are left. 7 The wine mourns, the vine languishes, all the
merry-hearted sigh. 8 The mirth of the tambourines is stilled, the noise of the jubilant has
ceased, the mirth of the lyre is stilled. 9 No more do they drink wine with singing; strong
drink is bitter to those who drink it. 10 The wasted city is broken down; every house is shut
up so that none can enter. 11 There is an outcry in the streets for lack of wine; all joy has
grown dark; the gladness of the earth is banished. 12 Desolation is left in the city; the gates
are battered into ruins. 13 For thus it shall be in the midst of the earth among the nations,
as when an olive tree is beaten, as at the gleaning when the grape harvest is done. 14 They
lift up their voices, they sing for joy; over the majesty of the Lord they shout from the west.
15 Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord; in the coastlands of the sea, give glory to the
name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 16 From the ends of the earth we hear songs of praise,
of glory to the Righteous One. But I say, “I waste away, I waste away. Woe is me! For the
traitors have betrayed, with betrayal the traitors have betrayed.” 17 Terror and the pit and
the snare are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth! 18 He who flees at the sound of the
terror shall fall into the pit, and he who climbs out of the pit shall be caught in the snare. For
the windows of heaven are opened, and the foundations of the earth tremble. 19 The earth
is utterly broken, the earth is split apart, the earth is violently shaken. 20 The earth staggers
like a drunken man; it sways like a hut; its transgression lies heavy upon it, and it falls, and
will not rise again. 21 On that day the Lord will punish the host of heaven, in heaven, and
the kings of the earth, on the earth. 22 They will be gathered together as prisoners in a pit;
they will be shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be punished. 23 Then the
moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed, for the Lord of hosts reigns on Mount Zion
and in Jerusalem, and his glory will be before his elders.



PRAYER &  RECEIVING THE WORD 

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the Word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON: "The Glory of Judgment" Rev. Jeff Pate



THE SACRAMENT &  BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSING HYMN:   #263 "Lift High the Cross" 

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the

world adore his sacred name.
 

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease
beneath the shadow of its healing peace. 

(Refrain)
 

HYMN:    320 "Rejoice, All Ye Believers"             

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth,
made us in your image, and kept covenant with us — even when we fell into sin.
We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole
creation to proclaim the glory of your name.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

HYMN:    212 "Within a Crib My Savior Lay”



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mark Your Calendars 

What is Angel Tree? It is a ministry to children of incarcerated parents. Through this
program, we as a church can embrace children in our community by providing them
with a Christmas gift, given in love, on behalf of their parent. Each gift presents an
opportunity to share the love and hope of Christ. Please prayerfully consider
participating in this program by doing any of the following (1) purchasing presents
(one clothing and one toy item) for a child from the tree, (2) providing non-perishable
food items, and (3) helping deliver presents on December 20th or 21st. For more
information contact Joann Williams (jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org)

 

ANGEL TREE

This day is for children from 4 – 12 years old. We will have crafts, games, Christmas
story, music, and great food. Children, please invite a friend to spend the morning
with us. Please prayerfully consider participating in this program by (1) providing food,
(2) helping with crafts, or (3) helping with any of the tasks that need to be completed
prior to the 4th. For more information contact Joann Williams
(jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org)

CHRISTMAS CRAFT & FUN DAY 
December 3rd 10:00-1:00.

SAVE-A-LIFE STOCKINGS

Collection date for the Christmas stockings for Sav-a-life is Dec 4th.  Therefore they
need to be completed by December 2.  Please see Joyce Huizenga for any questions.

Tonight — Kids and Youth Meet; Youth pack cram kits for college students;
marks last Sunday night activities of the year
Tomorrow — Items due for Jumpstart hygiene kits 
Wednesday — Prayer Meeting at 5:30
Friday — Pack hygiene kits 
Saturday — Christmas craft and fun day  for kids 
December 4 — Stockings due for Sav-A-Life 

mailto:jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org
mailto:jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org


Name:       
Email:                     

Number: 

I would like to receive more information
about:

CONNECTION CARD

Our Beliefs

Pier Groups  (In-Home Bible Studies) 

Youth or College Ministry 

Children's Ministry 

Other:  

Prayer Card

Once you drop this in the offering plate one of our elders
or deacons will reach out to you within the next week. 

Once you drop this in the offering plate a deacon will get
it to our prayer team to be prayed over at our next

prayer meeting. 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

Church Staff
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Deacons 

Jeff Pate, Pastor
Joann Williams, Children's Director

Zac Martin, Director of Student Ministries
April Henry, Nursery Coordinator 

Jimmy Hopper
John Kim

Gene Martin
Allen Powers

Dusty Sheppard
Clay Staggs

Tom Arnold
Wayne Bell

Steven Crawford
Bruce DeHaan
Jeremy Jones

Marvin Skelton
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